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Jim Ebert is the Worldôs most accomplished mountain climbing guide, wilderness hiking 
trip leader and mountain skills instructor, having personally trained more people in 12 
different, mountaineering related, outdoor skills training courses, and having guided, 
more people, on more of the Worldôs most spectacular trail hikes, and to the tops of 
more of the Worldôs most famous technical mountain summits, in more States, and in 
more foreign Alpine countries, with more people, than anyone else in the World. 
 
As early, as 25 years of age, Jim has had six life goals, that were directly related to the   
passing on to others, the mountaineering knowledge, and the mountain leadership 
skills, he had learned from his Dad, S. John Ebert, who, with Jimôs Mother, had Founded 
the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc., a 501 C3, Non-Profit, University of I owa student 
mountaineering club, 1940-1996.   
 
During the first 25 years of Jimôs life, he had participated on many large Iowa 
Mountaineer, Inc. mountaineering camps and foreign mountaineering expeditions, that 
Jimôs Dad was leading to spectacular mountain regions in 11 Western Mountain States 
and to 17 Alpine Countries. Jim was provided incredible opportunities, at a very young 
age, to accomplish the climbing of many hundreds of Americaôs and the Worldôs most 
famous technical mountain summit ascents, while on some of this countryôs and the 
Worldôs greatest classic mountain climbing routes, while climbing with, and learning 
from, over one-hundred of North Americaôs and Europeôs finest amateur mountaineers 
and climbing leaders. It was  during this impressionable time, where Jim learned 
incredible amounts from his Dad, while he was learning to lead his very first large 
mountaineering camps and mountaineering expeditions involving over 70 to 80 
participants, beginning, at 22 years of age. 
 
Jim spent two years in the U.S. Army, stationed at Fort Carson, Colorado (1971-1972), 
serving as a mountaineering, cross-country skiing, snow shoeing, and winter mountain 
survival instructor and as a Medic for the Recondo School and for the Fort Carson 
Mountain Rescue Team, where he was able to teach over 1,500 U.S. Special Forces, 
Army Rangers and Recon Troops, and U.S. Army troops, how to Cross-Country Ski, how 
to Snow Shoe, and how to build emergency survival shelters and how to winter 
mountain survive in these emergency shelters, at 11,200 feet, while living in Coloradoôs 
highest, Collegiate Mountain Range, for six months, during each of two winters. Then 
for six months, during each of two summers, Jim instructed 1,500 Army Rangers, 
Special Forces, and Army Recon Troops, how to mountain climb, how to rock climb, 



taught important mountain leadership skills, and taught to all troops how to construct a 
suspension traverse, a one and two rope bridge, a 400ô zip line, and a Tyrolean 
traverse, while training in North Cheyenne Canyon, in Colorado Springs, Colorado.   
 
By age 25, Jim  had six  Life goals . (Not counting  having a family )    
 
Goal 1: Teach people with no prior experience, hiking, backpacking, rock climbing and 
mountaineering skills, and how they can stay safe in rugged outdoor mountain 
environments.  
 
Goal 2: Guide people safely into all of Americaôs and the Worldôs most famous and most 
spectacular mountain regions on the most beautiful trail hikes .   
  
Goal 3: Guide people safely, to the tops of the Worldôs most famous, technical mountain 
summits, throughout North America and throughout  the World. 
  
Goal 4: Become a Camp Director and work with kids.  
  
Goal 5: Manage a Backpacking/Camping shop and help to properly prepare people who 
are planning to go into the outdoor mountain environment .  
 
Goal 6: Do something that has never before been done, that is really needed, to benefit 
Mankind. 
  
Five , out of six , of Jimôs goals , have been  accomplished through  Non -Profit 
Organizati ons , and through all of them, Jim has  helped others , to reach their 
goals while he helped them to experience  the Worldôs most spectacular 
outdoor mountain environments .   
 
     Goal 1:  During 23 years, 1973 to 1996, Jim became the Worldôs most accomplished 
and safest outdoor wilderness and mountain skills training instructor, and outdoor 
educator, having personally instructed over 58,928 students on 1,820 training courses, 
wilderness hiking trips, mountaineering camps and mountaineering expeditions, that he 
planned, promoted and taught,  that averaged over 10 days, or longer in length , per 
each participant, that were taught in 11 Western Mountain States and in 17 Alpine 
Countries. Jim has trained more people, than anyone else in the world,  in 12 different 
mountaineering related, outdoor, instructional, skills training courses, that were taken 
for University of Iowa academic credit, that Jim instructed for the Iowa Mountaineers , 
Inc., and for the University of Iowa ôs Physical Education Department, that were taught 
in outdoor training areas, over 200 miles, or further,  from campus and across State 
borders, in eleven Mountain States and to 17 Alpine countries, without a single injury 
occurring to a single participant , that a band-aid, or an Ace wrap, could not completely 
fix.  



No one else in the world , has personally taught 58,928 people, 12 different 
mountaineering related outdoor  skills training courses, in so many rugged outdoor   
environments, of 10 days or longer in length, that were taken for University a cademic 
credit, that were of fered 200 miles or further from campus, or from a home base of 
operations, that were taught in  11 Mountain States and 17 Alpine countries, and were 
accomplished as safely, as has Jim Ebert, and his staff, who assisted him, 1973-1996.   
 
     Goal 2:  During 23 years, 1973-1996, Jim became the most accomplished and the 
safest hiking trip leader in the World, having guided more people, with his assistant 
staff helping, than anyone else in the World, on more of the Worldôs most spectacular 
mountain trail hikes, involving over 58,928 students, that he had personally trained, 
and guided, on 1,820 training courses, wilderness hiking trips, mountaineering camps, 
and mountaineering expeditions, that he planned, promoted and led, that were all 
offered, over 200 miles from campus and from the home base of the Iowa 
Mountaineers, Inc.,  that averaged 10 days, or longer, in length, per each participant. 
Jim, and his assistant staff, have guided, each of 58,928 participants, into the Worldôs 
most beautiful, most challenging, most rugged, most beautiful mountainous and 
wilderness environments that were located in eleven Mountain States and in 17 Alpine 
countries, without a  single injury, occurring to a single participant  that a Band-aid or an 
Ace wrap, could not completely fix.  
No one else in the world , has guided 58,928 people on as many of the Worldôs most 
spectacular trail hikes throughout 11 Mountain States and throughout 17 Alpine 
countries, on 1,820 training courses, wilderness trips, mountaineering camps, and 
foreign mountaineering expeditions, that were offered 200 miles from the home base of 
operations, that averaged 10 days or more in length  per each participant, and that was  
accomplished as safely, as has Jim Ebert, and his staff who assisted him.  
 
     Goal 3:  During 23 years, 1967 to 1996, Jim became the most accomplished and the 
safest mountain climbing guide in the World, having guided, with his staff assi sting, 
over 68,900 person summit ascents, involving individuals he had personally trained in 
the skills of mountain climbing, to 1,303 of the Worldôs most famous and most difficult, 
technical mountain summits, located in eleven Mountain States and in 17 Alpine 
countries, on climbing trips, mountaineering camps  and mountaineering expeditions, 
that averaged 10 days, or longer in length, that were offered 200 miles or greater from 
the Iowa Mountaineer, Inc.  home base of operations, without a single injury occurring 
to a single participant that a Band-aid or an Ace wrap could not completely fix.   
No one else in the world has guided 68,900 person ascents to as many technical 
mountain summits in 11 different Mountain States and in 17 Alpine countries, on 
climbing trips, mountaineering camps, and mountaineering expeditions that averaged 
10 days or longer in length per each participant, that were offered 200 miles, or further, 
from their home base of operations, and done it as safely, as has Jim Ebert, and his 
staff who assisted him.      
   



     Goal 4:  Jim was the Camping Department Manager for two years, 2002-2003, at 
Scheels All Sports, a large mega sports store, in Coralville, Iowa.  The Scheels All Sport 
Stores are larger than the Dickôs Sporting Goods stores. Jim was able to maintain the 
number one Camping Department (based on retail sales) at his Coralville, Scheels All 
Sport store, for over two years , with his Camping Department remaining the best, #1 , 
of all 22 Scheelôs All Sport stores, that are located in nine Mid-Western States. The 
newest Scheelôs All Sport mega stores have been, at various times,  the largest retail, all 
sport stores, built in the world.  
  
      Goal 5:  Jim has been the Executive Camp Director at a 501 C3 Non-Profit, Easter 
Seals Camp KYSOC, in Carrollton, Kentucky for the past 6  years, 2005-2010. Camp 
KYSOC has served children and adults with disabilities for over 50 years. Jim, and his 
staff, have developed Easter Seals Camp KYSOC into the most active, seasonal, 
decentralized, agency, ACA Accredited, Non-Profit camp, in America, with over 16,200  
overnight camping user day participants, during a three month period.   Jimôs Camp is 
unique, in that it was the first decentralized camp built in World, with 27 sleeping 
cabins dispersed deep amongst a towering, thickly shaded, wooded, lake, meadow 
property. Jimôs Camp offers a large indoor heated swimming pool, a nine station High 
Challenge course with three 30ô high climbing walls, a 30ô high plank bridge, a 30ô high 
cargo net, a 30ô high goat bridge, and two, 30ô high 300ô zip lines, a five station Low 
Elements course with a 100ô zip line, canoeing, row boating, pontoon boating, hour long 
hay rides that travel through densely wooded forest, fishing in a well stocked 12 acre 
lake, a petting farm with 12 animals to  feed, arts and crafts, and hiking trails at General 
Butler State Park, located directly across the road, etc. Easter Seals Camp KYSOC has 
made its Annual Budget for only the very first  time, of many tim es, within its 50 year 
history, during Jimôs five years of Directorship. 
 
       Goal 6:  Jim Ebert is the Founder and the Director of Alpenglow Adventures, a 
Non-Profit, 501 C3 Organization, that was founded, in 2006. It took three years for Jim 
to get the necessary funding to purchase a Trailrider, and to have two Kili-karts built, 
that were needed to become the first in the World to successfully transport people, who 
cannot walk, on Americaôs, and the Worldôs most spectacular, and most famous trail 
hikes.  During the past year, September 2008 to August 2009, Jim developed Alpenglow 
Adventures into the  first organization in the World that has fin ally, accessed Americaôs 
and the Worldôs most spectacular and most challenging trail hikes, for the very first 
time, with people who cannot walk, who need ed full transport assistance, to include to 
the 19,340 foot Uhuru Summit of Mount Kilimanjaro  in Tanzania, to the bottom of the 
Grand Canyon National Park, Az, and to Havasu Falls, Az. and soon, the Inca Trail Hike 

in Peru, S.A.    

 Alpenglow Adventures is overseen by Cardinal Hill Rehabilitation Hospital in Lexington, 
Kentucky. Jimôs Alpenglow Adventures, was acknowledged as a ñBest Practice 
Organizationò by Uniform Data System for 2010, when it named Cardinal Hill 
Rehabilitation Hospital, a "Best Practice Organization" and "Top Performer" in Medical 
Rehabilitation, which helped qualify it to be rated  for 2010, among the Top 50 



Rehabilitation Hospitals in North America (of 880 rehabilitation hospitals) . Earlier, it had 
been recognized as a Top 50 Hospitals in the United States by U.S. News and World 
Report for both 2002 and 2003.  

      It is Jim Ebertôs hope, that everyone will view his Alpenglow Adventures website  
(www.AlpenglowAdventures.org), so they can learn more about his Alpenglow 
Adventures Organization.  
 
Jimôs Alpenglow Adventures Organization, is the very first organization in the world to 
offer and to accomplish the first trail hike trips that have accessed three of the worldôs 
most famous, most difficult and most challenging trail hikes, with individuals who 
cannot walk, who needed full transpor t assistance. These trail hikes include three of the 
Worldôs most beautiful, most significant, most difficult, and most challenging trail hike 
accomplishments, thus far, that have been accomplished with individuals who cannot 
walk. All three of these trail  hikes have been accomplished within a yearôs time, from 
September 2008 to August 2009: 
 

1. To the top of the highest 19,340 foot Uhuru summit of Mount Kilim anjaro in 
Tanzania, East Africa, the Worldôs most famous hike, the Worldôs highest and 
safest hike, and the Worldôs most difficult trail hike, that ascends 25 ½ miles and 
ascends over 13,340 feet.   

2.  To the bottom of the Grand Canyon National Park, Arizona, USA, by way of the 
Bright Angel Trail to the Phantom Ranch, that descends the bottom of the 
Worldôs #1 , greatest Natural Wonder, on the most difficult , yet safest, trail-hike, 
of all, 58, of Americaôs National Parks. 

3.  Ten miles by trail is needed to hike from the Hualapai parking lot on the South 
Rim of the Grand Canyon, to the spectacular Havasu Falls, located on the 
Havasupai Indian Reservation in Arizona, USA. It is the only trail hike , in 
America, that, leads to one of the countryôs most scenic, and most famous 
waterfalls. No other hiking destination,  in North America, can compare with this 
areas beauty. 
  

 Jim, and his team of four pushers and pullers, (including himself, his two 
sons, Justin and Jared, and his daughter, Jean) were the first in the World to 
descend the hardest trail hike in all of Americaôs 58 National Parks, the Bright 
Angel Trail, 9.8 miles, to the bottom of the Grand Canyon National Park and 
to the Phantom Ranch, with the very first documented individual who could 
not walk, to ever descend to the bottom (Phantom Ranch) by trail, in Grand 
Canyon National Park history, on November 28th, 2008, and again, with the 
second person who could not walk, on August 14, 2009. 

 On August 14th, 2009, Jim and his team of twenty -seven pushers and pullers 
(International college students from 10 Nations), including his son, Justin, 
and his daughter, Jean, descended the Bright Angel Trail, 7.7 miles and 
4,475 feet, to the Colorado River with the second  person who could not 
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walk. Jimôs team made it down to the Colorado River and back up to the top 
of the South Rim in less than 23 hours.  

 This is the Worldôs most difficult  round-trip trail hike, to have ever been 
accomplished with an individual who cannot walk, who needed full transport 
assistance, and that was accomplished, within a 24 hour period . The Grand 
Canyon National Park wants to hang both the Trailrider and the Kili-Kart from 
the ceiling in their Visitor Center, that is located on the South Rim, to 
commemorate these historic, óFirst Trail Hike Accomplishmentsô, by 2 
individuals, who could not walk , who were wheelchair dependent. 

 Jim, with his team of pushers and pullers (six porters), became the first in 
the world to take the very first person , who could not walk, who needed full 
transport assistance, the entire way, to the highest 19,340 foot high Uhuru 
summit on Mount Kilimanjaro, on December 8th, 2008. This trip accomplished 
the highest and the most difficult trail hike  in the World,  and, of all of the 
Worldôs National Parks.  

 This is the highest and the most difficult , round-trip, trail hike in the World , 
to be accomplished within five days, with an individual who cannot walk, 
who needed full t ransport assistance. It involved hiking (transporting) over 
51 miles, round trip, and ascending over 13,340 feet to the highest 19,340 
foot, Uhuru Summit, of Mount Kilimanjaro. 

 Jim, with his team of 27 pushers and pullers (International college students, 
from 10 Nations, including his son, Justin and his daughter, Jean), were the 
first in America, to take the first two indi viduals, who could not walk, ( who 
could not push themselves in their own wheelchair type device) who needed 
full transport assistance, 10 miles by trail , from the Hualapai parking lot , at 
the Rim, to the Havasu Falls, located on the Havasupai Indian Reservation, 
in Arizona, USA, and back out. Jim, and his team of 27 pushers and pullers, 
accomplished this round-trip trail hike trip in less than 30 hours, on August 
10th, 2009.   

 This is the hardest and the most difficult , 30 hour, round-trip, trail hike in the 
United States and the World, that accomplished over 20 miles of hiking, 
transporting two people who could not walk , that reached Americaôs most 
scenic and most visited trail hike destination location, Havasu Falls, Az. This 
trail hike trip allowed six hours at Havasu Falls, in order for everyone to 
enjoy the spectacular scenery, before returning back to the rim.  

 These were huge ñFirst Timeò trail hike accomplishments that were first 
accessed within the past year, and for the very first time, with those who 
cannot walk, who needed full transport assistance.  

 Jimôs Alpenglow Adventures, is the only organization in the World , that owns 
and is utilizing the only two types of trail transport devices, that are needed 
to access Americaôs and the Worldôs most famous trail hikes, the Kili-Kart and 
the Trailrider, both  with hydraulic handbrakes. The Kili-kart allows participant 
participation, by pushing and braking on the wheels, and the Trailrider, 
allows access to narrow trails.  



 Jimôs Alpenglow Adventures is the first organization in America and in the 
World to first accomplish these famous trail hike trips, and it is now, the first 
organization to be regularly scheduling trail hike trips to each of these same 
spectacular trail hike locations for others , with disabilities, to accomplish.  

 Jim is seeking paying trip participants to join him on his trips, which will help 
make trail hike accessibility possible to others who cannot walk.  

  

 Jim invites everyone to join him on the upcoming Havasu Falls, Az. and to 
the bottom of the Grand Canyon National Park trail hike trips  in the fall of 
2010. They are also scheduled during each March. Four African trips are 
scheduled during August and September, in 2010, and four are scheduled for 
January and February, in 2011, that will ascend to the highest Uhuru summit 
of Mount Kilimanjaro, with someone who cannot walk, followed by  
spectacular game viewing in three World famous game parks while on safari, 
after the Kilimanjaro ascent. The full day game drives are to the bottom of 
the NGorongoro Crater, Lake Manyara and Tarangeri National Parks. 

 

Jimôs Alpenglow Adventureôs Mission, Vision, Goals and Purpose:  

The Mi ssion :   

 Access the most beautiful  trail hikes for the very first time,  with those who 
cannot walk, in all 58 of Americaôs National Parks and in all of the World's most 
beautiful and most spectacular countries, and to then offer  as many of these trail 

hike adventures, annually, to others.  

 This will allow Americaôs 68 million citizens with disabilities, many of whom,  are 
unable to walk, a chance to enjoy the best trail hike adventures in America and 

in the World, for the very first time.  

The Vision :   

 To offer God's most spectacular, most scenic hiking destination locations on 
Planet Earth, that can only be accessible by trail hikes, and make them 
completely accessible and safe, and available to Americaôs and the World's 
population who are unable to walk.   

 In essence, we will provide a safe means for everyone, with all abilities,  to 
enjoy Earth's most spectacular trail hike adventures that reveal Godôs most 
spectacular and most scenic outdoor beauty in every scenic country in the World, 

and for the very first  time.   

The Goals and Our Purpose:   

 All of Americaôs National Park trail hikes have yet to be accessed by anyone who 
cannot walk.  



 Alpenglow Adventures goal, is to accomplish the completion of  the very first trail 
hike in each of our Nation's 58 National Parks, for the very first time, and to 
make them accessible to those who cannot walk, by, annually, offering repeat 

trips.  

 This effort will allow many of our Nationôs 68 million citizens with disabilities, who 
are unable to walk, to  access all of our Nation's most beautiful and most 

spectacular National Park trail hikes, for the very first time.   

 Our goal is to access, for the very first time in history, the Inca Trail hike to 
Machu Picchu in Peru, South America, scheduled for April 10-18, 2010.   

 To make accessible to those who are unable to walk, the most spectacular and 
the most breathtaking trail hikes in each of the World's most beautiful countries, 

beginning in 2010, and completing this goal by 2020.  

 This gives us just ten years to  access the most spectacular trail hikes in all of 
America's 58 National Parks and the best and the most spectacular trail hikes in 
the Worldôs most beautiful countries on five continents, for the very first time , 
with those who are unable to walk . We encourage everyoneôs involvement. Even 

a $5 donation will make a huge mark on changing accessibility in America. 

The Accomplishments:   

 First documented, 1st and 2nd trail hike descents to the bottom of the Grand 
Canyon National Park, Arizona, USA, via the Bright Angel Trail, which is the 
hardest trail hike in all of Americaôs National Parks, with the very first two people 

who cannot walk. 

  The 1st trail hike ascent to the hi ghest 19,340 ft. Uhuru summit on  Mount 
Kilimanjaro in Tanzania, East Africa, which is the highest and most difficult trail 
hike of all the Worldôs National Parks, with the first person who cannot walk, who 
needed full trail transport assistance. 

  1st and 2nd (round-trip) 10 mile, trail hike descents to Havasu Falls, Arizona, 
USA, with those who are unable to walk, who needed full transport assistance, 
which is the most difficult and most scenic, 30 hour, round-trip trail hike in 
America, that requires over 10 miles of trail hiking to visit  the Nationôs most 

scenic waterfall, Havasu Falls, Az.. 

Everyone Can Help Us To Accomplish  Our Goal s:  

 Our goal is to access the most beautiful trail h ikes in all of America's 58 National 
Parks for the very first time, and  the most beautiful trail hikes in each of the 
most beautiful countries around the World for the very first  time, with individuals 
who cannot walk.   

 Our goal is to offer these spectacular trail hike trips, annually.   



 Our goal includes, offering a guide book for those who are unable to walk, that 
lists all of Americaôs and the Worldôs most spectacular trail hike adventures in 
each of Americaôs National Parks and in each of the Worldôs most scenic 
countries, with trail r atings, pictures of each trail,  a HD virtual trail hike video for 
each trail hike that we accomplish, a descriptive write-up of each trail,  where it is 
located, how long each particular trail hike is, what difficulties  it presents to a 
person with a disability, why each trail hike is so unique, what are some of the 
most incredible views that will be seen, what are the available camping or 
lodging facilities, the closest medical facilities, and the trip  dates, when each trip 

is being offered so people can join us, etc.   

 The Pushing and Pulling Teams, will include trip participants  (except for Mount 
Kilimanjaro and the Inca Trail Hike trips, that wi ll use mostly porters) who will 
help us with some of the pushing and pulling, or, who will  help us to cheer 
everyone onward, to hand out snacks, or water, or to provide support for our 
efforts by paying to go with us , instead of with some other outfitter , or travel 

company.  

 The pushers and pullers and trip supporters, will be individuals from all walks of 
life, from college students, to those who  may decide to take time away from 
their work, perhaps for a vacation, or to take a leave of absence, from their job, 
or school, in order to help us with our  great cause, that will provide the first  
means, to access Godôs most beautiful outdoor scenic trail hikes, in the Worldôs 
most beautiful environments. We will make them accessible and available, for 
the very first time in the World , to those who are unable to use their legs , who 
cannot personally see or experience these spectacular places, on their own.    

Join Us! Help Us T o Make a Huge Difference in the  World!    

 Please help Alpenglow Adventures by participating on our trail hike 

adventures that are scheduled in 2010 and 2011.  

 Help us, to make all 58 of our National Parkôs best trail h ikes, and all of the 
Worldôs best trail hikes, accessible for the very first time , to those who are 
unable to walk, and letôs get this goal accomplished between 2010 and 2020.  

 Or, help us to provide repeat trail hike trip accessibility, for those who cannot 
walk, on the most spectacular trail hikes in the World, by letting others know 
about our trips.      

Incredible Cause !  

 If accessing all of America's National Parkôs most spectacular Trail Hikes and all 
of the World's most beautiful trail hikes for the very first time with individuals 
who cannot walk, is not great enough, all Net Income (Profits) from all 
Alpenglow Adventures trail hike adventure trips, goes to provide funding, for 
children and adults with disabilities, to attend a six -day Special Needs camp 



session at Jim's Easter Seals Camp KYSOC in Carrollton, Kentucky during the 

summertime. 

Jim Ebert, Founded, and has been the Director and the 
Certifying Instructor of his National Top Rope Instructor 
Certification Course, since 1973. 
   

 Jim Ebert was the first in the  Nation, and in the World,  to found, and to offer a  
National Top Rope Instructor Certification Course, for people who wanted to 
become top rope rock climbing instructor certified , so they could work safely with 
their top rope groups in outdoor top rope rock climbing areas, at a climbing wall, 
or in the climbing gym.  No other such top rope instructor certification cours e had 
ever before been offered anywhere else in the World, until Jimôs course. 

 Jim Ebertôs course is the first, the most thorough, the safest, the longest 
operated top rope instructor certification course offered in the United States, and 
the World, that has already outdoor Top Rope Instructor Certified, in an actual 
top rope rock climbing area, over 3,600 top rope instructors , in a seven-day, 100 
contact hour, instructional training course. This is 3x more certified top  rope 
instructors, and more hours of intensive instruction, than by all of the other 
American top rope instructor/Single Pitch/ Top Rope Site Management courses, 
and all other guide services and climbing organizations, and top rope instructor 
certifying bodies from throughout this Nation, and the World, combined.  

 Jimôs National Top Rope Instructor Certification Course was the only such course 
offered in the United States for over 25 years, from 1973 to 1998, before Jim 
was able to convince the AMGA into beginning a similar type of instructor 
training course, which they began of fering in 1998, called the Top Rope Site 
Management Course.    

 Only Jimôs course has offered 100 hours of very thorough instruction and 
training. 

 Only Jimôs course has taken the time to thoroughly observe  each individualôs top 
rope skills, and thoroughly verify each participantôs top rope skills, and 
thoroughly certify  each individuals top rope skills, and Jimôs is the only course 
that has required that each course participant must construct over 35 equalized 
top rope anchor systems for 35 different climbs and rappels, and then manage 
each climb, coach other course participants on these climbs and rappels, and 
actually climb or rappel each climb themselves, prior to each individual becoming 
a top rope certified instructor.   

 There is no other top rope instructor certification course in America that is more 
thorough, or safer in teaching all top rope skills, and mountain leadership skills, 
and that observes and verifies every top rope skill thoroughly and completely 
throughout seven-days of verification, before anyone is granted top rope 
instructor certification.   

 Jimôs 3,600 Certified Top Rope Instructors, who have graduated from his course 
from all 50 states,  have maintained a 37 year perfect safety record for 



themselves and for all of their clients, while working in outdoor top rope rock 
climbing areas in all fifty states, at the climbing walls and in the climbing gyms.  

 All Net Income (Profit) from Jimôs fundraising courses go to help fund children 
and adults with disabilities to attend a Special Needs six-day session at his Easter 
Seals Camp KYSOC in Carrollton, Kentucky during the summertime. 

 Please note Jimôs website: (www.TopRopeCertificaton.com)  and 
(www.cardinalhill.org)   

 
Å Jim Ebertôs instructing and mountain guiding accomplishments  
with the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. (A Non -Profit University of Iowa 
Mountaineering Club , founded by Jimôs parents, S. John and Ede Ebert in 
1940) and with the University  of Iowa Physical Education Skills Department, 
are unmatche d by any other  mountain guide, outdoor educator, 
mountaineering club, mountain guide service,  climbing school, adventure 
travel company, NOLS, Outward Bound, the AMGA, or any other  University in 
the  World, combined,  1967 -1996.  
 
Å Jim Ebert has personally t rained more top rope rock climbers , (29,800 top 

rope climbers) in one of the Nationôs premier and most visited top rope rock 
climbing area s, in more , two days , or longer  top rope training  courses , 
involving 27 hours of contact top rope instruction during e ach course,  at 
Devilôs Lake State Park, and Jim  has trained and Instructor Certified more 
people (3,600 certified top rope instructors) in more seven -day  (310 One -
Week  Courses )  Top R ope I nstructor Certification C ourses , that were taken  
for University acade mic credit,  that involved  over 100 hours of contact 
instruction  during  each week , with the total number of top rope climbs 
ascended by all of Jimôs top rope students totaling over 425,000 climbs, 
ranging  from 20 feet to over 110 feet high. All of Jimôs outdoor top rope rock 
climbing instructing experience is more than  anyone else in the World. It is  
more than all of the AMGA,  combined , 19 67 -2010 .   
 

 Jim has personally Top Rope instructed and trained over 29,800+ Iowa 
Mountaineers /University of  Iowa students, on official University academic, 
two day courses, involving over 27 contact hours of top rope rock climbing 
instruction (not counting 8 hours of driving time) during each course, while at 
Devilôs Lake State Park, Wisconsin, that ascended ten, 40 foot high rock 
climbing routes, at four different top rope rock climbing sites within Devilôs 
Lake State Park, since 1973. This totals over 298,000 top rope climbs that 
were set up and managed by Jim and includes over 804,600 client hours of 
personal instruction. These courses were instructed by Jim, in an actual top 
rope area, over 200 miles away from campus, that was taken for University of 
Iowa academic credit.  

 Jim has top rope instructor trained and certified over  3,600 certified top rope 
instructors who he has instructed and certified in 310 seven-day courses, 

http://www.topropecertificaton.com/


involving over 100 contact hours of top rope instruction. Jimôs course 
participants climbed at eight different top rope  rock climbing sites within 
Devilôs Lake State Park during their week of instruction and certification, and 
each course participant ascended and descended over 35 different climbing 
routes, which totals more top rope climbers, receiving more hours of top rope 
instruction, climbing more climbing routes (126,000 climbing routes from 20 
feet to 110 feet high), setting up more anchor systems (126,000 top rope 
anchor systems), that equates to over 1,164,600 client hours of top rope rock 
climbing contact hours of instruction, demonstration, verification and 
certification, by Jim Ebert, that is unmatched by t he entire AMGA, and by 
every other top rope instructor certifying body in the World, combined.  

 All of Jimôs top rope instructing experience is more top rope instructor  contact 
hours of instruction involving more top rope climbers being instructed, in an 
actual top rope rock climbing area, by Jim Ebert, than by anyone else in the 
World.  

 This does not count the hundreds of scheduled weekend Iowa Mountaineer, 
Inc. rock climbing trips that Jim has been involved in leading and helping to 
train with over  70-100 Iowa Mountaineer members per each trip,  on official 
weekend Iowa Mountaineer Club climbing trips to Devilôs Lake State Park, 
Wisconsin or to Mississippi Palisades, Illinois that Jim has helped instruct.  

 It also, does not count, any of the 40,000+  people Jim has already top rope 
trained at his three 30ô high climbing walls on his high challenge course at his 
Camp KYSOC in Carrollton, Kentucky during the past 6  1/2 years, 2005-2010.  

 Jimôs 29,800+ students that he has personally instructed in top rope training 
courses of three days or longer in length, includes over 89,400 client days, 27 
hours of actual contact hours of instruction per each participant in each 
course, that was held at Devilôs Lake State Park, in an actual top rope rock 
climbing area, located 200 miles from campus, that has involved over 
804,600 client hours of top rope teaching and instructing, 1973-1996.  

 This is only counting structured and supervised top rope training courses that 
Jim has taught in an actual outdoor top rope rock climbing area that provided 
thorough supervision, thorough top rope instruction and training, and the 
complete verification of all  participantôs, top rope skills.  

 Each participant, that left Jimôs course, was considered completely safe, after 
thorough training, and after thorough verification of all of their top rope skills, 
so Jim was assured that each course graduate was completely capable to be 
top rope rock climbing safely with others in outdoor top rop e areas, at the 
climbing wall, and in the climbing gym.  

 No one else in the world, including all of Americaôs mountain guides, guide 
services, climbing schools, mountaineering clubs, combined , even up to 
2010, have not even come close to equaling the amount of people that Jim 
has thoroughly instructed in  his top rope rock climbing courses, in an actual 
outdoor top  rope rock climbing area, that was located 200 miles or further, 



from the home base of operations, and taken for University academic credit, 
as has Jim Ebert. 

 
Å Jim Ebert has guided more people on more the Worldôs most spectacular 
trail hikes in 11 Mountainous States and in 17 Alpine Countries, than anyone 
else in the World. He has planned, promoted and has personally guided over 
58,928  Iowa Mountaineer, Inc. members/University of Iowa students, 
faculty and staff, who hav e participated with him from all fifty states , with an 
average of 10 -days per each trip participant , on his training courses, 
mountain eering  camps,  and mountaineering expeditions . Jim and his staff 
have  guided the bes t and the most spectacular hiking trail s throughout the 
World, that have visited  the most spectacular mountain regions in eleven 
Western Mountain States, and  the  Worldôs most spectacular mountain 
regions in  seventeen of the Worldôs most beautiful Alpine  countries. These 
58,928  participants  have  participated with Jim on  1,820 mountaineering 
camps (14 days or more  in length ), mountaineering  expeditions (30 days or 
more  in length ), wilderness trips (7 days , or more  in length ), and outdoor 
training  cou rses (2 days or more in length) , with an average  of 10 days per 
each participant, on all trips and courses , that were all offered  200 miles or 
fu rther  from the University of Iowa campus , and from the Iowa Mountaineer, 
Inc. home base , 1967 -1996.  

 This number of 58,928 participants, that Jim has guided on the best trail 
hikes in America and the World, is more people, that have been trained and 
guided by Jim, and Jimôs assistant leaders, to more mountain regions in 
eleven mountain States, and to 17 Alpine countries throughout  the World, 
involving more hiking on the worldôs most famous hiking trails in 11 Mountain 
States and in 17 Alpine countries, involving more trips of 10 days or more per 
each participant, on trips 200 miles or great from a home  base, than all of 
Americaôs other mountaineering clubs, mountain guide services, climbing 
schools, America Mountain Guide Association, NOLS, Outward Bound, and all 
of Americaôs travel adventure companies, combined , 1967-1996. In fact, no 
one else in the World can match Jimôs hiking guiding experience. 

 
 No one else in the World, has taught as many people, more mountaineering 

related outdoor skills, in so many rugged outdoor mountain wilderness 
training environments, located 200 miles or further from their  home base of 
operations, in 11 Mountain States and in 17 Alpine Countries, than has Jim 
Ebert and his assistant staff , who have guided 58,928 people on the Worldôs 
most famous trail hikes.   

  
Å For 29 years, Jim Ebert (with his  staff  assisting ) has been involved in 
guiding  68,900  Iowa Mountaineer memb ers to the summits of over 1,303  
technical mountains , involving Iowa  Mountaineer members/University of 
Iowa students, faculty and staff, who ascended more of the  worldôs most 



famous mountain peaks in 11 Western Mountain states, in two Canadian  
Rockies Provinces and in 17 Alpine foreign countries .  
 
This  is unmatched by the A MGA, and by any other  mountain guide, mountain 
guide service, climbing school, mountain guide  association, mountaineering 
club, NOLS,  Outward Bound, or travel adventure company in the world, 
combined , 1967 -1996.  
 
No other mountaineering club, mountain guide se rvice, climbing school, 
NOLS, Outward Bound, or anyone else located anywhere in the world , has 
guided as many people to as many technical mounta in summits in eleven  
Mountain States and in  seventeen  Alpine countries as has Jim Ebert and his 
assisting Iowa M ountaineer, Inc. climbing staff, 1967 -1996.  
 

 This is a phenomenal 29 year statistic, considering that Iowa has no 
mountains and that the closest mountain range is nearly 800 miles from the 
University of Iowa campus or from the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc . home base of 
operations in Iowa City, Iowa .  

 If you were to add the grand total number of mountains that have been  
actually ascended by other mountaineering club participants, or mountain 
guide serviceôs clients, outside of their mountain region, their State or their 
country, where all of the Worldôs other 440 mountaineering clubs and 
mountain guide services are located, the number of mountain peaks 
ascended on official mountaineering club trips and on official mountain guide 
service guided climbs, outside of any mountaineering clubôs or mountain 
guide serviceôs mountain region, State, or  country where they are located, is 
extremely small, to non-existent, 1940-1996. 

 Jim Ebert has planned, promoted, developed the lesson plans for and has 
personally instructed 58,928 Iowa Mountaineer, Inc. members /University of 
Iowa students in twelve, comprehensive, outdoor training courses, that he 
has taught 200 miles or greater from  the University of Iowa campus at Devilôs 
Lake State Park, Wisconsin, and to eleven Western Mountain states, from 
1973-1996.   

 Most, all of Jimôs students, traveled out of state (Iowa) , to take his 12 
mountaineering related, outdoor skills training courses that averaged ten 
days or longer in length.   

  
    Jim Ebertôs instructing accomplishments are t he most by  anyone else in 
the World, involving  the most University  students and  the most 
Mountaineering Club  members, who took  over 12 different , off  campus , 
mountaineering related outdoor skills training courses, that averaged 10 
days or more in length, t hat were taken for University academic credit, that 
were offered 200 miles or greate r from campus,  out -of -state, to eleven 



Mountain States and to 17 Alpine countries , without a single injury that a 
band -aid or an Ace wrap, could not completely fix .   
 

 No other outdoor educator, mountain guide, mountain guide service, climbing 
school, the AMGA, or mountaineering club in the world , combined , has trained 
more people (58,928 people), in 12 or more mountaineering related outdoor 
skills training courses, in the worldôs most rugged outdoor training areas, located 
200 miles or greater from their campus or from their home base of operations, 
that were taken for academic credit, that were offered in eleven Mountain states 
and in 17 Alpine countries, that averaged ten days or more in length, without a 
single injury, as has Jim Ebert, 1967-1996. 

 
     Jim Ebert has personally instructed  6,300  University students /Iowa 
Mountaineer, Inc. members  in one year , 12 different mountaineering related, 
weekend outdoor skills traini ng courses of two full days , or more , in length , 
27 contact hours of instruction, (Saturday 7:00 A.M. to 9:00 P.M., Sunday 
7:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M.)  (not counting 8 hours of round -trip driving time) , in 
one year , to 6,300  University of Iowa students/Iowa Mou ntaineer members , 
who traveled over 420  miles round trip from the University of Iowa campus 
to take Jimôs University/Iowa Mountaineer training courses that  were taught 
at Devilôs Lake State Park, Wisconsin. No other outdoor instructor, guide, the 
AMGA, mou ntaineering club, mountain guide service, NOLS, Outward Bound, 
or another University in the world , has equaled this amount of individuals 
trained in 12 different  mountaineering related  outdoor instructional training 
courses , taken  for University academic c redit, all wi thin a yearôs time, taught  
over 200 miles or greater from their campus or their home base  of 
operations , without a single injury that a band -aid or an Ace wrap could not 
completely fix.    
 

 No other University or academic institution or another mountaineering club, 
climbing school, the AMGA, mountain guide service, Outward Bound, NOLS, or 
anyone else in the world,  has personally taught as many students in one year, 
(6,300 University students/Iowa Mountaineer members) , nor has any of the 
Worldôs other mountaineering clubs, (440 other mountaineering clubs), taught as 
many of their mountaineering club members, 12 different mountaineering related 
outdoor skills training courses, of 27 contact hours or more in length, at 
distances greater than 200 miles from campus, or from their home base of 
operations, in one year, as has Jim Ebert, and his assistant staff. 

 
Since 1973 , Jim Ebert has personally guided over 3,368  University of Iowa  
students/Iowa  Mountaineer, Inc. members on 84  one -week backpacking 
tr ips to  the Phantom Ra nch/Bright Angel Campground located at  the bottom 
of the one  mile deep (5,280 feet) Grand Canyon National Park for a week of 



backpacking and  hiking where each participant hiked over 80 miles  and 
carried a backpack weighing from 45 to 6 5 lbs . 
 

 No other guide, hiking organization, or guide service in the world , has guided as 
many people by hiking trail to the bottom of the main Grand  Canyon National 
Park (Phantom Ranch area) for five days of camping on the bottom , during as 
many as 84 seven-day Grand Canyon National Park backpacking trips, nor has 
anyone else, guided the main Grand Canyon National Park more extensively with 
more trip participants (3,368  people), with everyone carrying 45-65 lb. 
backpacks, where each trip participant trail hiked over 80 miles of inner canyon 
trails that all originated out from the Phantom Ranch area, i.e. to Clear Creek, 
Roaring Springs, Phantom Creek, Plateau Point, etc., nor has anyone else been 
actively guiding to the bottom of the Grand Canyon National Park for as long as 
Jim Ebert has been actively guiding it, for over 43  years.  

 Jim Ebert has been trail hiking to the bottom of the Grand Canyon National Park 
(Phantom Ranch) since he was five years old, which encompasses over 58 years.  

 Jim is the very fi rst to transport to the bottom (Phantom Ranch) by trail , the very 
first two documented individuals, who could not walk, to be transported down 
the Bright Angel Trail to the Phantom Ranch, accomplished November 28, 2008 
and August 14, 2009.  The second individual was taken down to the bottom and 
back out in less than 24 hours, which exceeds anything that the National Park 
has accomplished in its entire history, including by mule.  

 No one, who cannot walk, has ever before been to the bottom of the Grand 
Canyon National Park by trail, who could not walk, not even by mule, in Gra nd 
Canyon National Park history, until Jim took down the first two individuals by 
trail, that were wheelchair dependent. These two individuals were incredibly 
courageous individuals who have made history, the first a 13 year old girl from 
Shelbyville, Kentucky, the second a Harvard graduate with his Masters Degree in 
Anthropology, from Cambridge, Massachusetts.  

 
Jim and his wife, Margie , have guided over 1,553  University of Iowa  
students/ Iowa  Mountaineer, Inc. members on 54  six -day hiking trips to the  
Havasu Falls Campground located between the Havasu and Mooney Falls , ten 
miles  deep into the Grand Canyon and located on the Havasupai Indian 
Reservation in Arizona,  where each participant  hi ked with Jim and Margie 
Ebert for over 56 miles,  including 16 miles round trip from the Havasu Falls 
campground, down the Havasu Canyon alongside the Havasu Creek to  the 
Colorado River.  Jim is the very first to transport the first two ind ividuals who 
could  not walk,  who needed full transport assistance, 10 miles to the Havasu 
Falls and back out in 24 hours.  
 
No other hiking guide, mountaineering club, adventure travel company,  
guide service or hiking  organization in America , has gui ded more than 1,553 
peop le on 54  six -day hiking  trips to the Havasu Falls Campground located 10 



miles deep in the Grand Canyon , and then led e ach of their participants 
(1,553  participants) sixteen miles round -trip , down the Havasu Canyon 
alongside the Havasu Creek to the Colorado  River for a total  of 56 miles , as 
have Jim and Margie Ebert.  
 

 No one else in the world, including travel adventure companies, hiking clubs,  
mountaineering clubs, hiking guide services, mountain guide services, climbing 
schools, or any other guide, or any other hiking organization, has guided as 
many as 3,368 people to the bottom of the Grand Canyon National Park to the 
Phantom Ranch area on 84 one-week back packing trips. 

 With each participant carrying 45-65 lb. backpacks. 
 With everyone accomplishing over 80 miles of inner canyon hiking on all trail 

hikes leading out from the Phantom Ranch area, as has Jim Ebert. 

 Or, has any one led, 54 six-day trips to the Havasu Falls, located 10 miles deep 
within the Grand Canyon on the Havasupai Indian Reservation, involving over 
1,553 people, where each trip participant trail hiked over 56 miles including 16 
miles round-trip, down the Havasu Canyon, alongside the Havasu Creek, to the 
Colorado River, as has Jim Ebert.   

  No one else in the World, has guided a grand total of 4,922 people, who 
participated on 138 six-day Grand Canyon hiking and backpacking trips, to two of 
the most scenic areas located deep within the  Grand Canyon, Az. than has Jim 
Ebert, involving over 353,216 client miles on Grand Canyon trail hiking, and 
without anyone having a single heat related injury, or any other kind of injury  
that a band-aid, or an Ace wrap, could not completely fix, 1967-2010.  
  

No one else in North America has offered, guided or  trained more people 
from a higher  placed, week -lon g, cross -country skiing and winter mountain 
survival training camp that  has  already trained over 600 people , than has Jim 
Ebert . In 1973, Jim Ebert F ounded the first and the highest placed Cross -
Country Skiing and Winter Mountain Survival Training Camp in North 
America and with his staff assisting, has guided over 600 Iowa Mountaineer, 
Inc. members / University of Iowa students on the  nationôs first offered, one-
week, cross -country skiing and winter mountain survival  training camp that 
was  placed at 11,200 feet, near  Tennessee Pass in Coloradoôs highest, 
Collegiate  Mountain Range , in Colorado. Participants were taught how to 
build survival shelters and then  how to camp  out and live in igloos, snow 
shelters / survival  shelters and in tents , for a week , with -30  F degree below 
0 temperatures.  Everyone was trained in the skills of cross -country  skiing 
and  winter mountain survival . Each of the 600 participants cross -country 
skied  over 60 -80 miles on mountain cross -country skiing trails involving over 
42,000  combi ned miles of cross -country skiing on mountain wilderness trails, 
without a single  injury occurring to a single participant that a band -aid could 
not completely fix.  No other such camp , has ever been placed as high,  or  
been offered , by anyone else  in North America . 



 
Å Jim Ebert developed the University of Iowa into the  largest outdoor skills 
training  University in the world  with 6,300 students receiving academic 
credit in a single year , who took as many as twelve different outdoor 
instru ctional training courses that were personally taught by Jim, out of 
state, throu gh the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. , in  superb  training area s, 200 
miles, or further, from campus , at Devilôs Lake State Park, Wisconsin. 
 

 No other University in the world, or a sin gle instructor, or any of the worldôs 
other 440 other mountaineering clubs, or any climbing school, or mountain guide 
service, combined, has in a single year, taught over 6,300 members/ students / 
clients, as many as twelve different mountaineering related University academic 
outdoor skills training courses, of three days or longer in length,  in superb 
outdoor training  areas that were offered over 200 miles or greater from their 
campus or headquarters, that were taken for University credit, than has Jim 
Ebert, who instructed for the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc./  and for the University of 
Iowa. 

 
Å Jim Ebert developed the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. into the  largest 
instructional  mountaineering club in the world with over 6,300 students / 
Iowa Mountaineer Club  members , who received  University academic credit , 
during a single year , for taking 12 different mountaineering related  outdoor 
instructional training courses , of three days or more in length, with over  27 
contact hours  of instruction , that was  taught in superb outd oor training 
areas  200 miles , or further, from  campus, or the a home base of operations, 
that were  taught  in four  different states . 
 

 No other mountaineering club, climbing school, mountain guide service, 
University, the AMGA, NOLS, Outward Bound, or anyone else in the world, has 
taught 6,300 of it s Members, or clients, 200 miles from their home base of 
operations, in the field, in one year, more mountaineering related , off campus, 
University academic skills training courses, that were instructed for 27 contact 
hours, or more, in a superb outdoor training area,  than has Jim Ebert, who 
instructed for the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc.  and for the University of Iowa.  

 
Å Jim Ebert developed the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. into the  largest and the 
most active  University mou ntaineering club in the world  with each of the 
6,300 Iowa Mountaineer  members traveling over 420 miles round -trip within 
a year , to take Jimôs 12 different instructional training courses  that were 
offered for three days or more in length, that were  taken f or  University of 
Iowa academic credit , in superb training areas over 200 miles or further from 
campus or the ir  home base of operations.  
 



 No other University mountaineering club in the world has been  as large, nor has 
any other University mountaineering club in the world had as many active 
members during any single year who participated on twelve different , 
mountaineering related, outdoor academic instructional training courses, that 
required driving over 200 miles (one-way) as did the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc ., 
with 6,300 participating members who left the State of Iowa , each year, to take 
Jim Ebertôs University of Iowa/Iowa Mountaineer, Inc.  academic training courses. 

 
Å Jim Ebert, his Dad, S. John Ebert, and the Iowa Mountaineer, Inc. climbing 
leaders  who as sisted them,  developed the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. into the 
most active  mountaineering club in the world  with more mountain ascents 
made by its members  (78 ,062 member ascents) to the tops of more of the 
worldôs most famous technical mountain peaks  (1,30 3 m ountains) in more 
Mountain S tates (11 states) and in more foreign Alpine countries (17  Alpine 
countries) than all  of the other 440 mountaineering club s in the world, and  
all of the mountain guide  service s, or all of the climbing school s in the world,  
combi ned , 1940 -1996. (This i nvolves only the tallied numbers of 
member s/client s that made  mountain summit ascents  that were  offered  on 
official organized climbing outings by mountaineering clubs  and mountain 
guide services to  other States, and to  other countrie s from where they were 
located ).    
 

 There are over 440 mountaineering clubs throughout the world, and  no other 
mountaineering club or mountain guide service, or climbing school in the world, 
has yet matched the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. incredible mountainee ring ascents 
around the world that were accomplished in eleven mountain states and in 17 
Alpine countries on official Iowa Mountaineer Inc. mountaineering camps and 
foreign mountaineering expeditions and climbing trips, 1940-1996. 

 
Jim Ebert and his Dad, ( S. John Ebert) and the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. 
climbing  leaders who helped them, have guided more people (10,294 Iowa 
Mountaineer, Inc.  members) to more famous mountain ascents throughout 
the world than a ll of Americaôs mountain guide service s, the AMGA,  Americaôs 
climbing school s, and North Americaôs mountaineering club s, combined,  with 
1,303 famous technical mountains ascended in eleven states and  in 17 Alpine 
countries with over 78 ,062 member (person) mountain ascents, 1940 -1996.  
 
All of  Americaôs and the Worldôs mountain guide service s, climbing school s, 
and mountaineering club s, combined , have  not  guided the combined  
following mountain regions  earlier or more extensively  than has S. John and 
Jim Ebert and the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. climbing leaders who  assisted 
them, to include: the Canadian Rockies, the Eastern Alaska Range in Alaska, 
eleven  Western M ountain States in the Continental United States, the 
Cordillera Blanc in Peru,  South America, the Ruwenzori Mountains in Uganda, 



Mount Kenya in Kenya, Mou nt Kilimanjaro in Tanzania, and the Alps in 
Switzerland, Austria, Italy, France, Germany,  and Slovenia,  1940 -1996.  
 

 All of Americaôs mountaineering clubs, mountain guide services, and 
America climbing schools, combined, have not guided more mountain ascents of 
more famous technical mountains in the Canadian Rockies, located in the famous 
Provincial and National Parks in the Canadian Rockies Provinces of Alberta and 
British Columbia, Canada. Nor has anyone done it earlier, or with more first 
American mountain ascents, than has S. John Ebert and the Iowa Mountaineers, 
Inc. climbing leaders who helped him. Nor have more mountains been climbed 
more frequently with more mountain ascents and with more people summiting  
these mountains with more American mountain ascents, than has been 
accomplished by Jim Ebert, S. John Ebert and the Iowa Mountaineer, Inc. 
climbing leaders who assisted them. 

 
Å All of Americaôs mountaineering club s and  all of Americaôs mountain guide 
service s, and  all Americaôs climbing school s, comb ined , have  not guided more 
of their members/clients to the summits  of more technical mountains in the 
Canadian Rockies than have Jim Ebert, his Dad, S. John Ebert  and the Iowa 
Mountaineers, Inc. climbing leaders who helped them, which includes  over 
125 fir st American mountain ascents and the first American woman ascents 
of 432  Canadian mountains that the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. have asc ended, 
while on  29 two  week  mountaineering camps, involving over 2,3 20 Iowa 
Mountaineer members , who accomplished  over 16,2 40  member mountain 
ascents.  
 

 Most all of the mountains in the postcard pictures promoting the most 
spectacular mountain peaks within each of the Provincial Parks and the National 
Parks in the Canadian Provinces of British Columbia and Alberta, Canada, were 
first ascended by Iowa Mountaineer Inc. climbing leaders with Iowa Mountaineer  
participants, on official Iowa Mountaineer, Inc.  mountaineering camps, that 
became the first American climbers to first climb these mountains to include:  

 
Glacier National Park, Canada, 1946, The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. became the f irst 
American mountaineering club to first hold a mountaineering camp in this famous 
National Park. Accomplishments include, the third ascent of Mount Sir Donald, the first 
American ascent of Mount Sir Donald (S. John and Ede Ebert), the first American Grand 
Traverse of Mount Sir Donald, the first American woman ascent and traverse of Mount 
Sir Donald (Ede Ebert, Jimôs Mother) and the first American ascents of seven other 
peaks in Glacier National Park to include the peaks that were climbed for the very first 
time by American [Iowa Mountaineer] climbers and by th e first American women 
climbers: Mount Sir Donald; Mt. Cheops; Mt. Abbott; Mt. Tupper; Uto Peak; Mt. Fox; 
and Mt. Selwyn. 
 



Banff National Park/Lake Louise, 1947- Jimôs Dad, S. John Ebert, led the Iowa 
Mountaineers, Inc. on the earliest American mountaineering camp that accomplished 
the earliest American ascent and the first American group ascent of Mount Victoria and 
eight other peaks in this National Park, in 1947, and today, Jim has guided over 195 
Iowa Mountaineer participants to the summit of  Mount Victoria; Mount Andromeda, 
Mount Louis, Mount Edith, Mount Yamanuska, Mount Eisenhower Tower, Mount 
Fairview, Castle Peak, Mount Rundall, Mount Temple, and Mount Athabaska, (by many 
routes), etc.   
 
Yoho National Park, 1947- Jimôs Dad, S. John Ebert, led the Iowa Mountaineers and 
established the first American mountaineering group to first hold a mountaineering 
camp at Lake Oôhara, with the first A merican ascents of Mount Lefroy, Mount Victoria, 
Mount Schaeffer, Mount Wiwaxy, and Mount Odaray. The Iowa Mountaineers 
accomplished the earliest American ascent and the first American group ascent of 
Mount Athabaska and they have ascended it with over 265 members, since 1947. Over 
265 IM members have climbed Mount Temple, 195 members Mount Victoria, and 150 
IM members have climbed Mount Lefroy and 60 have climbed Mount Schaeffer, since 
1947. 
 
Bugaboo Provincial Park, in 1953, Jimôs Dad, S. John Ebert, led the Iowa Mountaineers, 
Inc. that established the first American mountaineering camp in Bugaboo Provincial 
Park, accomplishing the first American mountain ascents of Bugaboo Spire, (1st 
American Ascent and first American women ascent), and Snow Patch Spire (4th ascent 
by anyone and 1st American ascent and 1st American women ascent) with over 24 Iowa 
Mountaineer members summiting each of these two peaks, (today, over 125 IM 
members have ascended Bugaboo Spire with Jim Ebert and his assistant staff) along 
with seven other peaks that were ascended by the first Americans and the first 
American women in this mountain region to include: Bugaboo Spire, Snow Patch Spire, 
Pigeon Spire, Marmolata, Brenta Spire, Blue Lake Spire, Crescent Spire, East Post Spire, 
Frenchmanôs Peak (all with 1 st American ascents and 1st American women ascents). 
 
Mount Assiniboine Provincial Park, in 1956, Jimôs Dad, S. John Ebert, led the very first 
American mountaineering camp made up of Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. members, to first 
hold an American mountaineering camp in this Provincial Park, accomplishing the first 
American ascent of Mount Assiniboine, with 27 climbers ascending to the summit  
(including Jimôs mother who was the first American woman to ascend to the summit) 
which involved more members ascending as American climbers, than by all of the 
Canadian climbers during the prior 35 years.  Today, over 125 IM members have 
ascended to the summit of Mount Assiniboine with Jim Ebert. Twelve other peaks were 
ascended in this mountain region for the very first American ascents and 1st American 
women ascents, to include: Naiset Point, Nub Peak, Mt. Magog, Sunburst Peak, Mt. 
Wedgewood, Gibralter Rock, Mt. Sturdee, Mt. Cautley, Signal Mountain, and Cave 
Mountain. 
  



Jasper National Park, 1957, Jimôs Dad, S. John Ebert, led the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc.  
on the very first American mountaineering camp to be held in this National Park with 
the earliest American and the first American group ascent of Mount Edith Cavell and the 
first American ascents, and 1st American woman ascents of 12 peaks at the end of  
Maligne Lake to include: Mount Charleton, Mount Unwin, Mount Julian, Mount Llysyfran, 
Mount Mary Vonx Oulier, Mount Coronet, Mount McCloud, Mount Valad, Mount Brazeun, 
Mount Warren, Monkhead, Mount Paul, Mount Sampson, and Whitôs Peak. This is one of 
the most beautiful lakes in all of Canada, and the Iowa Mountaineers ascended all of 
them for the very first American and American woman ascents. 
 
Mount Robson Provincial Park, 1973, Jim Ebert led the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. to the 
first American mountaineering camp to be held in Mount Robson Provincial Park. Camp 
was located at Berg Lake, under the steep slopes of Mount Robson that rose directly 
above the iceberg filled Berg Lake. Mount Robson, (the Cain Face), was ascended as 
well as five peaks in this area that recorded the earliest American mountain ascents. 
 

Lake of the Hanging Glaciers, in British Columbia, Canada, 1976, Jim Ebert led a large 
Iowa Mountaineer, Inc.  camp, that was the first American mountaineering camp to be 
held in this mountain region, to include the first American mountain ascents, with at 
least 60 American climbers and the very 1st American women (Iowa Mountaineer 
members) ascending to the summits of each peak, that were led by Jim and his 
assistant climbing staff : Mount Peter, Mount Cleaver, Mount Commander, Mount Jumbo, 
Glacier Dome, McCoubrey Peak, Granite Peak, Mount May, and Un-Named Peak.  
 
In addition to the first American mountain ascents in these famous Canadian Provincial 
and National Parks, Jim has led thousands of other Iowa Mountaineer member s who 
have ascended many hundreds of other spectacular Canadian mountain peaks 
throughout these two Canadian Rockies Provinces of British Columbia and Alberta,   
during 29 two-week Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. mountaineering camps that Jim has led. 
 
 

Å All of Americaôs mountaineering clubs, Americaôs mountain guide services,  
and Americaôs climbing schools, combined , have not climbed in more 
mountain regions  in more Western Mountain States throughout the United 
States  with more mountains climbed and  with  more people summiting more 
technical mountain summits by its members/clients, or with  more first 
mountain ascents (82 mountains climbed for the very first time) or with 
more new  mountain routes made with IM members  (380 new routes up 
mountains ascended  with Iowa Mountaineer members ), than  has Jim Ebert, 
S. John Ebert and the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. climbing leaders who  helped 
them, involving 640 technical mountains ascended in 11 Mountain states, 
during 72 two -week  mountaineering camps, involving over 5,760 members 
and 46,080 member mountain ascents, 1940 -1996.   
 



 Since 1940 to 1996, over 120 Iowa Mountaineers have climbed each of the 
major peaks in the Northwest, to include: Mount Rainier, Mount Baker, Mount 
Adams, Mount Hood, Mount Shasta, Mount Saint Helens, and Mount Whitney in 
California by three routes. 

 The First group ascent of Devilôs Tower (First National Monument), Wyoming in 
1948, was led by S. John Ebert, who led 17 Iowa Mountaineers to the top, 
becoming the first group ascent and amongst the first  25 climbers, to ever stand 
on the top of Devilôs Tower.  

 More recently, Jim (and his staff) has guided over 465 IM members to the 
summit of Devilôs Tower by seven different routes.   

 Jim and his Dad, with their assistant climbing leaders helping them, have first 
ascended (first to climb the mountain) over 43 mountains for the very First time 
(mountain never before climbed) in the Sawtooth Mountain Range in Idaho.  

 Most all of the most technical peaks in the Sawtooth Mountains were first 
ascended by the Iowa Mountaineers climbing leaders with Iowa Mountaineer 
participants.   

 One First Mountain Ascent was made in the Northern Wind Rivers of Wyoming 
including the first woman ascent (Jimôs mother, Ede Ebert in 1940) of Gannett 
Peak (Wyomingôs highest mountain), and, since then, Jim has guided over 120 
Iowa Mountaineer members to the top of Wyomingôs highest mountain, and as 
many people, to the top of Mount Fremont (second highest) and to the summit 
of the Grand Teton (third highest peak in Wyoming) by 4 different routes.   

 Four First Mountain Ascents were made in the Southern Wind River Mountain 
Range of Wyoming including three new 3,000 foot technical routes on Haystack, 
Temple, and Schiesler Peak by Harvey T. Carter and Jim Ebert. 

  Nine First Mountain Ascents were made in the Beartooth Mountain Range in 
Montana with over 250 I.M. members that Jim and his staff have guided to the 
summit of Granite Peak (the highest peak in Montana) by five different routes , a 
second ascent was made to the summit of Beartooth Spire by Chuck Satterfield 
and Jim Ebert.  

 Other, first mountain ascents that were made in the Colorado Rockies, since 
1940.  

 In all, over 38 0 new routes (first time up a mountain by a particular climbing 
route) were made on 640 of the highest and most famous technical mountain 
summits in 11 Western States, by 5,760 I owa Mountaineer participants with over 
46,080 member mountain ascents.     

 
No other American mountaineering club or American mountain guide service, 
the AMGA, or  American climbing school, combined , have  guided more famous 
mountain peaks in more  famous mountain regions throughout seven 
European Alpine countries in the European  Alps that has involved the earliest 
American climbing of the twelve highest and the mos t famous technical  
mountain peaks in each of seven European Alpine countries with the most 
member  (person) mountain ascents, than has Jim Ebert, his Dad, S. John 



Ebert and the Iowa  Mountaineers, Inc. climbing leaders who helped them, 
1954 -1996.  
 

 This has involved 12 (30-day) climbing outings, 90 famous European 
mountain peaks ascended with the first or the very earliest American ascents 
in seven European Alpine countries, (Switzerland, France, Italy, Austria, 
Germany, Spain, and Slovenia) involving 540 member participants and 4,320 
member person mountain ascents, since 1954.  

 This includes over 250 Iowa Mountaineer members that Jim Ebert has helped 
guide to the  summit of the famous Matterhorn  in Switzerland, by three 
routes, the Weishorn, and Monte Rosa, near Zermatt, Switzerland, as well to 
the summit of the Jungfrau and the Eiger. 

  Over 250 Iowa Mountaineers have reached the summit of the Gross 
Glockner, the highest peak in Austria by two routes.  

  To the summit of the Marmalade, the highest peak in the Ital ian Dolomites 
by four technical routes, over 250 IM members have also been guided to 
summits of the Grosse Zinne, the Westliche Zinne, and Kleine Zinne in the 
Italian Dolomites by two different technical routes on each peak, over 250 
members have climbed two challenging routes to the summits of  all three 
Sella Towers and including 50 people to the summit of the Campanile Basso 
di Brenta, the most famous pinnacle of  the Italian Dolomites. 

 Over 250 Iowa Mountaineer members have ascended Mont Blanc, the highest 
peak in France by three routes. 

 The summit of  the Triglov, the highest peak in Slovenia has been ascended 
by 80 Iowa mountaineer members by three routes including the first 
American ascents of the German and Austrian Routes, by Jimôs Mother and 
Dad. 

  An equal number of large member summit ascents of 250 members or more 
have ascended 12 other famous technical mountain summits in each of seven 
European Alpine countries, 1954-1996.   

 No other American mountain guide service, or climbing school, or 
mountaineering club, combined, have climbed in the Alps of seven European 
Alpine countries earlier, or more extensively, with more technical mountain 
summits reached, by more people, than has Jim and S. John Ebert and the 
climbing leaders who have helped them. 

 
Å No other American mountaineering club or American mountain guide 
service, or  American climbing school, combined , have  climbed more 
extensively with more  technical mountains ascended and with more member 
mountain ascents in the Peruvian  Cordillera Blanca in Peru, South America 
than has Jim Ebert, his Dad, S. John Ebert and the  Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. 
climbing leaders  who helped them , 1961 -1996.  
 



 Jim Ebert and his Dad, S. John Ebert and the climbing leaders who have 
helped them, have been involved with the most mountain climbing, by 
anyone in the world,  in the Peruvian Cordillera Blanca, by leading, eleven 45 
day expeditions, with 35 first mountain ascents, 52 new routes, 120 mountain 
peaks climbed above 17,800 feet in elevation, including 84 mountains 
ascended for the first American  ascents and/or first woman ascents and/or 
first American woman ascents. 

 This has involved 780 Iowa Mountaineer members and 4,010 member 
summit ascents. 

  Included are the first American ascents (involving over 250 Iowa 
Mountaineer members) that Jim Ebert has helped guide to the summit of 
Peruôs highest mountain summit, Nevado Huascaran, 22,205 feet, (the sixth 
highest peak in the Western Hemisphere) including the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th 

women to ever stand on its highest 22,205 foot summit. (Nevado Huascaran 
extends further from the center of the Earth  than any other peak in the 
World.) 

  Over 60 I owa Mountaineer members have climbed the North Peak of 
Huascaran, 21,150 feet. 

  Over 56 (Iowa Mountaineer members) Americans have climbed Nevado 
Chopicalqui (20,846 feet) with the  first two wome n to ever stand on its 
summit, including only the 4th, 5 th and 6th ascent of Nevado Chopicalqui, by 
anyone, in 1961, including a new route by Ron Fear and Jim Ebert in 1972. 

  

Other First Mountain Ascents by Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. during the ir 
expeditions to Peruôs Cordillera Blanca that S. John and Jim Ebert have led 
include: 
 
In 1961: Quebrada Yanganuco, 1961. [42 Iowa Mountaineer members ]  

 
Å Nevado Pisco [18,871 feet], during the Iowa Mountaineer camp was ascended by  
24 men and the very first six women, including the first six American women to  
ever stand on its summit, in 1961. 
Å Pisco Estes [18,675 feet], was climbed for a third ascent , by three Iowa  
Mountaineer members including the first woman/American ascent  
Å Nevado Chopicalqui, [20,846 feet] was ascended by ten men and the first two  
women and the first two American women to ever stand on this summit , in 1961. 
Nevado Chopicalqui was also, only climbed (by anyone) for only the fourth, fifth, and sixth 
ascent by the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. Ten Iowa Mountaineer climbers and the first two women 
and the first two  American women ascended this peak. Over 56 Iowa Mountaineer climbers 
have ascended this peak during Iowa Mountaineer Expeditions. 
Å Crispano, [18,871 feet] was climbed for a first ascent in 1961 by the Iowa  
Mountaineers, Inc. that also accomplished the first American ascent. 
Å El Misti [19,150 ft.) was ascended by S. John and Ede Ebert for the first  

American ascent and the first American woman ascent in 1961. El Misti is the 
volcanic peak seen from Arequipa, the second largest city in Peru. 



 
In 1965, in the Quebrada Ishinka- (The following five peaks have been ascended by 45 
or more I owa Mountaineer climbers) 
 
Nevado Ishinca (18,143 feet) 1st Ascent, 1st American Ascent, 1st Woman Ascent  
(65 Iowa Mountaineers have reached the summit of this peak).  
Urus Central (18,028 feet) 1st Ascent, 1st American Ascent, 1st Woman Ascent  
Urus Oeste (17,884 feet) 1st Ascent, 1st American Ascent, 1st Women Ascent 
Palcaraju (20,168 feet) 1st Ascent, 1st American Ascent, 1st Women Ascents 
Palcaraju Oesta (20,046 feet) 1st Ascent, 1st American Ascent, 1st Women Ascent 
Tocllaraju (19,790 feet) 1st Ascent, 1st American Ascent, 1st Women Ascent 
Ranrapalca (20,217 feet) Earliest American Ascent by 15 I owa Mountaineer members 
and the first 3 women , and American women (1965). 
 
In 1969: In the Quebrada Quilcayhuanmpa (Earliest Ascents and Earliest American 
Ascents) 
Nevado Chincey (20,413 feet) New Route 
Chopiraju (18,087 feet) 2 nd Ascent 
Pucaraura (20,168 feet) 2 nd Ascent 
 
In 1972:  In the Quebrada Santa Cruz (Each peak ascended for First or Earliest 
American ascents). 
Rinrahirca (19,062 feet) N.E. Ridge (New Route) 
Arhuckaka (17,717 feet) 
Taulliraja (19,128 feet) N.E. Ridge 
Artesouraju (19,766 feet ) N.E. Ridge 
Pucrapucraraju (18,996 feet) N.E. Ridge 
Nevado Chopicalqui (20,871 feet) New Route (Jim Ebert, Ron Fear) 
 
In 1981: Quebrada Rurec 
Rurec I- 1st ascent, climbed by 31 climbers;  
Rurec II-1st ascent (17,748ft.) ascended by 39 climbers;  
Rurec III - 3rd ascent (17,556 ft.), ascended by 24 climbers;  
Nevado Rurec, 18,000 feet, new route;  
Kashan (18,885 feet) new route;  
Cerro Pumahuagangan (16,948 feet) 1st ascent;  
Urushraja (18,925 feet)  2nd ascent;  
Uruashraja Chico (17,820 feet) new route;  
Lower Peak of Urushraja, 1st ascent. 

 
      The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc., led by S. John and Jim Ebert, with Iowa Mountaineer, 
Inc. climbing leaders assisting them, helped pioneer the mountain climbing in the 
Peruvian Cordillera Blanca by being the: 
Second foreign mountaineering club to climb in the Quebrada Yanganuca in 1961,  
First foreign mountaineering club to climb in the Quebrada Ishinca in 1965,  



Second foreign mountaineering club to climb in the Quebrada Quilcayhuanmpa in 1969,  
Second foreign mountaineering club to climb in the Quebrada Tullparaju in 1969,  
First foreign mountaineering club to climb in the Quebrada Santa Cruz in 1972,  
First foreign mountaineering club to climb in the Quebrada Ulta in 1972,  
Second foreign mountaineering club to climb in the Quebrada Hondo in 1975,  
First foreign mountaineering club to climb in the Quebrada Rurec in 1981,  
First foreign mountaineering club to climb in the Quebrada Rajucolta in 1983, etc. 
 
No other American mountaineering club or American mountain guide se rvice 
or  American travel adventure company has guided the mountains of Uganda, 
Kenya and  Tanzania earlier or more extensively than has Jim Ebert, his Dad, 
S. John Ebert and the  Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. involving 12 
Expeditions/climbing trips, 14 mountains  ascended , involving  580  members 
and 1,755 member summit ascents, 1967 -1996.  
  

 This includes over 585 Iowa Mountaineer members that Jim Ebert has 
personally guided to the summit of Mount  Kilimanjaro (19,340 feet) since 
1967, before any American travel adventure company and before any 
American mountain guide service first started guiding Mount Kilimanjaro 
including the first American ascents and first American woman ascents of 
five peaks in the Ruwenzori Mountains of Uganda, and the earliest American 
ascent of Mount Kenya in Kenya. 

 
Jim Ebert, with his staff assisting, is the most accomplished hiking guide in 
the world, having guided over 58,928  people into the most  spectacular 
mountain regions i n 11 M ountain states, and in  17 Alpine countries , which is 
more  th an any other  guide, guide service, travel adventure company, or 
mountaineering club, combined , 1967 -2010.  
  
 Jim , with his staff assisting,  has guided over 2,320 people into more 
spectacular mountain regions in British Columbia and Alberta, Canada on 29 
tw o-week hiking /mountaineering  camps.  
  

 Jim has led more people into more of the most  spectacular Canadian Rockies 
mountain regions on trail hikes, than all of Americaôs travel adventure 
companies and mountain guide services and mountaineering clubs, 
combined.  

 Jim and his two brothers were the first and youngest recorded Americans to 
first hike in Bugaboo Provincial Park, in Mount Assiniboine Provincial Park, in 
the Maligne Lake area of Jasper National Park, in the Lake OôHara region in 
Yoho National Park, and in the Selkirk Mountains in Glacier National Park. 

   



     Jim  has guided more people from the lower 48 states, up the Alaska 
Highway and from Banff, Alberta, Canada to Denali National Park, Alaska on 
ten different 30 -day round -trip camping/hiking trips . 
  

 Jim was the youngest American to first travel the entire Alaska Highway in 
1955 and to hike in Denali National Park (earlier known as Mount McKinley 
National Park). Jimôs Dad, S. John Ebert led the first hiking and 
mountaineering groups to ever travel up the Alaska Highway in 1953 with 
over 35 Iowa Mountaineers participants, and with over 165 IM members 
making this spectacular journey, since 1953. 

  
     Jim  has guided over 175 people on the World famous Routeburn and 
Milford Tracks on the South Island of New Zealand, and over 150 people on 
the World famous Alpine summit crossing by trail of Mount Tongariro, Mount 
Ngauruhoe, and Mount Ruapehu in Tongarairo National Park on the North 
Island of New Zealand , nearly  37 years before it beca me an established top 
ten , w orld famous , day hike.  Jim has led over 75 people on the hike to the 
summit of Mount Egmont on the North Island of New Zealand.  
 
     Jim , with his staff assisting,  has guided over 58,928  people on 72 two -
week hiking /mountaineering  camps located by trail into  the most 
spectacu lar mountain regions in eleven Mountain S tates throughout the 
United States, and on 84 one -week trips to the bottom of the Grand Canyon 
National Park , Arizona , and on 56 one -week trips to the Havasu Falls in 
Arizona and on weekend hiki ng courses offered at Devilôs Lake State Park, 
Wisconsin.  
  

 No other American mountaineering club, hiking organization, guide service, 
guide, or travel adventure company, combined, have guided more people 
into more of Americaôs most spectacular and most rugged mountain regions 
in eleven Mountain States, than has Jim Ebert. 

 
     Jim has  guided, with his staff assisting, over 540 people throughout the 
most s pectacular trail hikes in the most  spectacular mountain regions in 
seven European Alpine countries inc luding  Switzerland, Austria, Germany, 
Italy, France, Spain and Slovenia , since 1967 .  
 

 No other American or American organization, mountaineering club, travel 
adventure company or guide service, has guided more people, earlier, or on 
more spectacular mountain trail hikes, in more spectacular mountain regions 
in seven European Alpine countries, than has Jim Ebert. 

  
     Jim,  his Dad , S. John Ebert, and their staff who assisted them, have 
guided  over 780 people into the most spectacular mountain regions in t he 



Peruvian Cordillera Blanca of Peru , by taking  the earliest recorded American 
and foreign hiking /mountaineering groups  in  the following mountain regions  
where they were  the first to hike  every trail and where they were the first to 
ascend over 120 mounta ins above 17 ,800 feet, including  250 Iowa 
Mountaineer members to Peruôs highest  mountain  summit , Nevado 
Hauscaran , 22,120  feet high , and 60 members to the summit of Huascaran 
Norte, 21,100 , and 56 members  to the summit of  Nevado Chopicalqui 
(2 0,846 feet) .  
 

 They led the second foreign hiking/mountaineering group to hike and climb 
into the Quebrada Yanganuca in 1961  

 They led the first foreign hiking /mountaineering group to first hike and climb 
in the Quebrada Ishinca in 1965  

 They led the second foreign hiking/mountaineering group to hike and climb 
in the Quebrada Quilcayhuanmpa in 1969  

 They led the second foreign hiking/mountaineering group to hike and climb 
in the Quebrada Tullparaju in 1969  

 They led the first foreign hiking /mountaineering group to first hike  and climb 
in the Quebrada Santa Cruz in 1972  

 They led the first foreign h iking/mountaineering group to first hike  and climb 
in the Quebrada Ulta in 1972   

 They led the second foreign hiking/mountaineering group to hike and climb 
in the Quebrada Hondo in 1975   

 They led the first foreign hiking /mountaineering group to first hike  and climb 
in the Quebrada Rurec in 1981  

 They led the first foreign hiking/mountaineering group to first hike and climb 
in the Quebrada Rajucolta in 1983    

 They led the first American hiking group to hike the Inca Trail to Machu 
Picchu, in 1961 

 They led the first American hiking group to ascend to the summit of El Misti, 
near Arequipa, in 1961  

 

 No other American or foreign mountaineering club, or American or foreign 
guide service has hiked in more spectacular regions in Peruôs Cordillera 
Blanca, with more people, for longer periods of time, accomplishing more 
hiking and mountaineering, than has Jim Ebert, his Dad, S. John Ebert, and 
the Iowa Mountaineer climb ing leaders who assisted them, 1961-1996. 

 
     Jim Ebert and his Dad have guided  over 580 people on 13 , month long 
trips , to the summits of Ugandaôs Ruwenzori Mountains, around Mount Kenya 
in Kenya, and to the summit of Mount Kilimanjaro  in Tanzania , since 1967 . 
 

 Jim has personally guided over 580 people to the summit of Mount 
Kilimanjaro since 1967.  



 Jim and his Dad recorded the first American hiking groups to first explore the 
Ruwenzori Mountains of Uganda, first to Circum-Navigate Mount Kenya and 
to first to ascend Mount Kilimanjaro in 1967.  

 Their hiking accomplishments occurred before any American, or world 
mountain guide services, or Travel Adventure Companies, first began 
operating trips to Ugandaôs Ruwenzori Mountains, Mount Kenya and Mount 
Kilimanjaro or to any of the game park safaris in each of these countryôs 
finest game parks. 

 
     Jim Ebe rt has been actively guiding and instructing for over 43 years , and 
has maintained  a perfect lifetime , safety record. Not one single participant 
under Jimôs, responsibility , has ever sustained a single injury of any kind that 
a band -aid , or  an A ce wrap , was  not able  to completely  fix.  This includes 
over 58,928  Iowa Mountaineer members / University of Iowa students who 
participated with Jim on 1,820 trips, courses, mountaineering camps to 
eleven Mountain S tates, two Canadian Provinces and foreign mountaineer ing 
expeditions to 17 Alpine countries involving over 540,044 client days , 
averaging over 10 days in length or longer ; including over 69,800  person 
summit ascents that were guided  by  Jim Ebert and his staff , to the summits 
of 1,303 of the Worldôs most famo us technical mountains  that required roped 
climbing and belaying.    
 

 Jim Ebertôs accomplishments and unblemished (perfect) safety record are 
unmatched by any other mountain guide,  outdoor educator, University, 
mountaineering club, mountain guide service, climbing school, the AMGA, NOLS, 
Outward Bound, or travel adventure company in the world.  

 Jim Ebert credits Godôs divine protection in having kept himself, and every single 
one of his participants and assistant staff, perfectly safe. 

 

Jim Ebert has for over 39 years been working with people 
with disabilities on his wilderness trips, training courses and 
foreign and domestic mountaineering camps and expeditions, and  
for the past 6 1/2 years, as the Executive Camp Director at Easter 
Seals Camp KYSOC and as the Founder and Director of Alpenglow 
Adventures. 
 

 Jim Ebert has been for 6 1/2  years, serving as the Executive Camp Director for 
Kentucky Easter Seals Camp KYSOC (Keep Your Sights On Challenge) located in 
Carrollton, Kentucky. Camp Kysoc is a facility of t he Cardinal Hill Healthcare System. 

 
 One of the most memorable and most challenging experiences Jim Ebert has 

had working with a person with a physical disability who could not walk , that has  
most inspired him to become involved with Kentucky Easter Seals Camp Kysoc to serve  
its campers and to begin the development of Alpenglow Adventures.org, which is 



the worldôs very first national and international assisted hiking adventure program  
that is taking  people with physical disabilities who cannot walk, or not walk very well,  
and who are wheelchair dependent, to this continentôs and to the worldôs most scenic 
and most famous trail hikes where they have never before been able to travel and 
experience, involved his mother. 

  

 Jimôs mother, Ede Ebert, was one of Americaôs earliest and finest female mountain 
climbers and world adventurers, having climbed more mountains in more mountain 
regions in seventeen Alpine countries and in more mountain regions in eleven mountain 
states, with more mountain s ascended and with more first woman mountain ascents in 
the United States, and with the most first woman and first American female ascents in 
the Canadian Rockies, and in Peruôs Cordillera Blanca, South America, and in the 
European Alps in six Alpine countries to include France, Austria, Germany, Switzerland, 
Italy, Slovenia  and in Uganda, Kenya and Tanzania in Africa, than any other American 
woman mountaineer, 1940-1965. 

 

 Jimôs mother became a stroke victim that left her paralyzed on her entire left 
side of her body, and wheelchair dependent, following a rather complicated major 
surgery, when she was in her early sixties. 
 

 It was through Jim Ebertôs experiences during the 16 years following his 
Motherôs stroke, of assisting his Mother (a retired RN Nurse), who was 
dependent on a wheelchair, so she could accompany both Jim and his Dad, S. John 
Ebert, as they led many dozens of Iowa Mountaineer, Inc. [former University of Iowa, 
Not-For-Profit, Mountaineering Club which Jimôs parents founded in 1940] foreign 
mountaineering expeditions to the most spectacular and the most scenic mountain 
regions in seventeen Alpine countries throughout the world , where not another person, 
dependent on a wheelchair, was ever spotted, that has so inspired Jim, to 
develop the Worldôs first hiking adventure organization, for those who cannot walk,  
called, Alpenglow Adventures. 

 
 Jim Ebert is using the name and image of a beautiful  alpenglow, because an 

Alpenglow, is a stunningly beautiful reddish/pinkish hue of light that is cast  
upon the mountains at sunset, after the sun has completely set, and after it  
is almost, completely dark. To Jim, the colorful glow of an A lpenglow symbolically 
portrays the glorious light at the end of a symbolically dark, and uneventful  
past, when there were absolutely no offered trail hike adventures being offered to 
anyone who could not walk , anywhere in the world .   

 

 The beautiful pinkish glow of colored light represents the worldôs first 
hiking adventure trips that are only now being offered for the very first time in the 
World to those who cannot walk, by Alpenglow Adventures.Org. 

 

 Open invitation, and an open registration process by any adventure travel company 
or guide service in the World that has encouraged a single person who can not 
walk to access any of North Americaôs and or any of the Worldôs most famous 
hiking trails, where normal wheelchairs cannot safely travel, has not yet  
occurred except through Alpenglow Adventures. Alpenglow Adventures has 



offered the first open registration trips in the world to those who cannot w alk 
to the bottom of the Grand Canyon National Park (November 28th, 2008 and August 
14th, 2009), to the highest Uhuru summit of Mount Kilimanjaro (December 8 th, 2008),  
and to Havasu Falls, August 10th, 2009, and the Inca Trail Hike on April 13 -16, 2010, 
who needed trail transporting  by use of a Trailrider, or Kili-kart. 

 One reason that no one on any scale has begun an international adventure program for  
people who cannot walk, is because there has never before been any 
attention given to the two trail tran sport devices that are needed, that have 
already been around for over a dozen years.  

 The Trailrider and the Kili-kart were both developed and patented by individuals who 
had downhill skiing accidents, and, as a result, had each lost their ability to walk.    

 Jim is utilizing the only two trail transport devices  to allow the first people  who cannot 
walk, to be transported by others, to be pushed and pulled on the most spectacular trail 
hikes throughout the W orld.  

 Jim Ebertôs Alpenglow Adventures is now providing the first open registration to anyone , 
who is not able to walk,  who is in good health, to participate on the most spectacular  
trail hiking trips, to the bottom of the  Grand Canyon National Park, to Havasu Falls 
during March of 2011, on the Inca Trai l Hike in April 13-16, 2010, and on trips to the 
highest Uhuru summit of Mount Kilimanjaro during  August, September in 2010 and in 
January and February in 2011. 

 
 Jim has taken people with cerebral palsy; stoke victims, amputees, and 

blindness into spectacular outdoor wilderness environments. 
 

 Jim Ebert has taken people with many types of physical disabilities on one week long 
hiking adventures to the bottom of the Grand Canyon National Park in Arizona; on 
one week long cross-country skiing and winter mounta in survival training 
camps at 11,000 feet in the Collegiate Mountain Range in Colorado; on 
weekend rock climbing and rappelling training courses to Devilôs Lake State 
Park, Wisconsin where they climbed and rappelled from one hundred foot 
high rock buttresses; and on three week hiking adventures to the European 
Alps, and an amputee to the summit of Mount Kilimanjaro.  

 

 Jim Ebert and his Alpenglow Adventures are now offering to those who cannot walk  
the very first hiking adventures in the world  to four  of the worldôs most scenic wonders,  
i.e. the bottom of the  Grand Canyon National Park and to the top of Mount Kilimanjaro 
in Tanzania, East Africa, to Havasu Falls, Az. USA and the Inca Trail Hike to Machu 
Picchu in Peru. 

 
 Jim has worked as a Psychiatric Nursing Assistant at the University of Iowa  

Hospital and Clinics Psychiatric Unit for five years, 1997-2001. 
 

 Jim has worked as a Psychiatric Nursing Assistant at the University of Iowa 
Eating Disorder Unit at the University of Iowa Hospital and Clinics for thr ee 
Years, 1997-1999. 

 

 Jim has taught for the University of Iowa Physical Education Department/Iowa 
Mountaineers, Inc. for over 23 years, from 1973 -1996. 



 

 Jim Ebert was one of the U.S. Armyôs very first recruited and trained Neural 
Psychiatric Specialists who was trained to help with a  new Master of 
Specialty that was developed by the United States Army in 1971. 

 

 Jim Ebert became one of the very first Neural Psychiatric Specialist/Medics 
that was trained by the United States Army to specifically deal with th e 
Vietnam Veterans returning back to the United States with disabling war  
injuries while serving at Fort Sam Houston, Texas, 1971. Post Traumatic Stress Disorder 
was just beginning to become recognized and efforts were just starting to be  
made to deal with  these conditions by the United States military, especially 
involving those veterans returning with life changing injuries.  

 
Å Most mountain guides, and most all mountain guide services, 
climbing schools, including even most mountaineering clubs 
around the world, usually climbed only the mountains that their 
guide service had permits to climb, and usually only in a particular 
mountain region within their state, or country, and usually only on 
the mountain peaks where their mountain guide service or 
mountaineering club was specifically located. 
 
Å Mountain guide services and climbing schools that have begun 
within recent years since 1996 to climb more mountains around 
the world away from their home base of operations, have usually 
limited their clients to staff ratio to include only one or two clients per 
each guide, and many times to only one client per guide and only for 
a single mountain peak to be ascended. 
 
Å Very few American mountaineering clubs, or mountain guide 
services have offered but only a few official mountaineering climbing 
trips to foreign countries, before 1996, and did not involve very many 
participants/clients. 
 
Jim Ebert, along with his Dad, (S. John Ebert, founder of the Iowa 
Mountaineers, Inc.) have planned, and led most all of the 
Iowa Mountaineer, Inc. mountaineering camps throughout 
the North American Continent and all of the foreign 
mountaineering expeditions to seventeen Alpine countries 
around the world, and they have helped guide, with Iowa 
Mountaineer climbing staff assisting, over 10,294 Iowa 
Mountaineer, Inc. members who have participated with 
them, on 139 14-day mountaineering camps and 30 day long 



foreign mountaineering expeditions and climbing trips to the 
summits of 1,303 of the worldôs most famous mountains involving 
over 78,900 Iowa Mountaineer member ascents to the top of the 
Worldôs most famous technical mountain summits: 
 

 Throughout eleven western mountain states, they have guided over 640 mountains, 

during 72 two-week summer mountaineering camps that they led , involving over 5,760 
Iowa Mountaineer members, who accomplished over 46,080 member mountain ascents. 

 
 In the Provinces of British Columbia and Alberta, Canada in the Canadian 

Rockies, they have guided over 432 mountains, during 29 two-week mountaineering 

camps, involving over 2,320 Iowa Mountaineer members, who accomplished over 
16,240 member mountain ascents. 

 

 In the Cordillera Blanca in Peru, South America, they have guided over 120 mountain 

peaks higher than 17,800 feet in elevation (including over 250 members to th e summit 
of Nevado Hauscaran, 22,205 feet), and 60 members to the summit of Huascaran Norte, 
21,120 feet, and 56 members to the summit of Nevado Chopicalqui  (20,846 feet)    
during 12 30-day expeditions that they led , involving over 780 Iowa Mountaineer 
members, who accomplished over 4,010 member mountain ascents. 

 
 In seven European Alpine countries in the European Alps, they led 10 30-day 

mountaineering outings, they guided over 90 of the highest and most famous mountains 
in seven European Alpine countries, involving over 550 Iowa Mountaineer members, 
who accomplished over 4,320 member mountain ascents. 

 
 In Uganda, Kenya and Tanzania in East Africa, they led 13 expeditions of 30-day 

trips, they guided over 14 mountains, involving over 585 Iowa Mountaineer members, 
who accomplished over 1,755 member mountain ascents, including over 585 members 
to the highest Uhuru summit of Mount Kilim anjaro. 

 
 In Mexico, 3 mountain peaks, 4 climbing trips 14 -day trips, 59 Iowa Mountaineer 

members, 177 member mountain ascents. 
 

 In New Zealand, 5 mountain peaks, 6 climbing trips 21-day trips, 240 Iowa Mountaineer  

members, 480 member mountain ascents. 
 

 Not one single injury that needed more than a band -aid, or an Ace wrap, has 
ever occurred to a single one of Jim Ebertôs participants or to any of his assistant 
climbing leaders while on any of Jim Ebertôs Iowa Mountaineer, Inc. guided trips, 
courses or expeditions that involved over 58,928  participants, including over 68,192 
member mountain ascents, by Iowa Mountaineer members under his care, to the 
summits of 1,303 technical mountains in seventeen Alpine countries. 

 
 Jim Ebert has been traveling away from home for a period of 
time equaling approximately 20 years while guiding and training 



Iowa Mountaineer members throughout the world. 
 

 During 23 years of teaching academic outdoor weekend training courses for the 
University Of Iowaôs Menôs Physical Education Skills Department, and for the University 
of Iowa  Physical Education Department and for the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc., Jim Ebert 
has instructed over 39,200 University of Iowa students/Iowa Mountai neer members 
outside of Iowaôs State borders. 

 

 Jim Ebertôs Iowa Mountaineer, Inc. members / University of Iowa students who took his  
courses, received one semester hour of University of Iowa academic credit that applied 
towards their needed graduation requirements for taking Jimôs Iowa Mountaineer 
weekend skills training courses that he developed and personally taught for the  
University of Iowa at Devilôs Lake State Park, Wisconsin. The University of Iowa was one 
of the few Universities in the Big Ten that was still requiring six hours of physical 
education to be necessary for graduation for some majors. This physical education 
requirement was dropped in 1996. 

 

 Jim Ebertôs training courses were started under the direction of Dr. Donald Casady, 
Department Chair, Physical Education Skills Department, at the University of Iowa in 
1973. 

 

 Jim Ebertôs University of Iowa/Iowa Mountaineer, Inc. training courses were annually 
rated by every single University of Iowa student who took his courses and who traveled  
with him out -of-state. This involved over 6,300 U. of I students, each year. Jim Ebertôs 
Iowa Mountaineer, Inc. out -of-state training courses were rated the very highest by  
students at the University of Iowa. No other courses offered at the University of Iowa 
were rated higher. Students had to  pay a $30 course fee to Jim for his staffing needs. 
Students were responsible for arranging their own transportation, driving over 440 
round-trip miles, and paying for their own  food, lodging/camping, etc.  

 
 Jim Ebert developed his passion for teaching each of his course participants as 

thoroughly as he possibly could during each and every one of his training courses 
because he had witnessed first-hand how quickly inexperienced people could get 
themselves killed if they did not know basic mountain safety and skills. While Jim was 
instructing U.S. Military Special forces and Army Ranger Troops in North Cheyenne 
Canyon in Colorado Springs, Colorado during his military service, at least three young 
people (civilians) died while they were hiking and scrambling around in North Cheyenne 
Canyon. Jim had been instructing his U.S. Military troops that had been assigned to him, 
how to rock climb safely and how to hike safely over mountainous terrain. Being an 
Army Medic, and already training U.S. military troops daily in North Cheyenne Canyon, 
Jim was the very first person to the  accident scene for each of these needless fatalities 
that had occurred. Jim felt that if  any of those three young people knew just a smidgeon 
of what he could have taught  them to keep themselves safe, they would still be ali ve 
today. The same is true for the  people that Jim helped to rescue, with the Fort Carson 
Mountain Rescue team, or others who had actually died, because they had made fatal 
mountain climbing mistakes. Seeing how quickly an uninformed, unknowledgeable, and 
untrained person, could so easily get themselves killed, motivated Jim to offer the most 



thoroughly taught, and the most comprehensive mountaineering related  outdoor 
training courses in the country.  

 
The University of Iowa / Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. weekend training courses that 
Jim Ebert developed, promoted, recruited students, trained his assistant staff 
and personally taught for the University of Iowaôs Physical Education 
Department at Devilôs Lake State Park, Wisconsin included: 
 

Å Basic and Intermediate Rock Climbing courses: Students received twenty-two 

hours of personal instruction from Jim Ebert at Devilôs Lake State Park, Wisconsin. This 
location required an 8 hour round trip drive of over 420 miles from the University of Iowa  
campus. Under Jim Ebertôs guidance and supervision, over 29,900 University of Iowa 
students/Iowa Mountaineers members took Jimôs two-day weekend rock climbing course that 
ascended over 1,200 feet of vertical granite on a dozen rock climbing routes situated high on 
the bluffs that rise 500 feet above Devilôs Lake in four different top rope areas within the Park 
from 1973-1996. Students were taught top rope rock climbing techniques and the rock climbing 
skills necessary for them to become safe top rope rock climbers. Imparted to th em was 
knowledge about how to stay safe in top rope areas, the Standards of Judgment that 
emphasized all of the ways to stay safe in rugged outdoor environments, and the proper 
techniques for belaying each other while they practiced belaying (with supervision) of others on 
dozens of rock climbing routes during the course. Anchor system training was taught and they 
learned exactly what makes a safe anchor system, then they practiced setting up and equalizing 
anchor systems. They learned top rope site management and safety procedures that must 
always be followed; they climbed up each of twelve 50 foot high climbs and then practiced 
down climbing each rock climb ascended employing climbing techniques that would keep them 
from falling, they learned how to climb without dislodging rocks, twelve different climbing  
techniques, how to use their hands and feet on a multitude of holds including smearing,  
edging, jamming, off -width, and opposition, etc. They learned how to and how not to  
use all of the climbing equipment. They learned five knots, the climbing calls, all of the  
hazards to be aware of and all of the precautions that they must take to remain safe in  
top rope areas. They learned two dozen ways that top rope rock climbers around the  
country had already lost t heir lives and how not to repeat those same mistakes. They 
learned how to properly care of the environment and to leave the area cleaner than  
found, etc. The intermediate course taught how to manage groups safely in top rope  
areas and involved selecting and securing a safe top rope site, anchor set-ups, 
rappelling, tying and or checking climbing knots and climbing harnesses, teaching belaying, 
teaching the proper use of climbing equipment, teaching rock climbing techniques and 
supervising students. 
 
Å Basic and Intermediate Hiking courses: Over 11,000 University of Iowa  

Students/Iowa Mountaineer, Inc. members received twenty -two hours of personal 
instruction from Jim Ebert at Devilôs Lake State Park, Wisconsin on the Ten Basic 
Essentials, the causes, prevention and the treatment of hypothermia, the Standards of  
Judgment that are necessary to know in order to remain safe in rugged outdoor  
mountainous terrain, they were taught 35 precautions that must always be followed to  
get your hiking group properly prepare d, properly oriented and procedures to follow  
before the hike, twelve things to do during the hike to keep your group safe and how to  
hike efficiently, twelve things that must be considered when choosing a campsite area  
before camping, ten things to do at the conclusion of the hike; they were taught the  



leadership responsibilities necessary to safely lead a group along wilderness trails, they 
were taught map reading and orientation, natural direction finding, how to never get  
themselves lost, the proper care and awareness for the environment, seven questions 
that a hiking leader must ask each hiking participant to see if they are doing okay on the  
trail, i.e. Do you have any hot spots , friction occurring  (blisters) on your feet? (fix immediately). 
Do your shoes hurt on any part of your foot as you are hiking? (fix immediately). Is your pack 
fitting  okay, or is it too heavy on the shoulders, or hips? (fix immediately). Do your knees hurt  
at all? (teach hip roll) Is the hiking pace about right or should it be s lower? (Keep strong 
hikers in rear and all slower (more tired) hikers up front). Are you getting tired? (Hiking  
pace must remain slow and steady (no one should be panting) so you can hike all day without 
having to stop, but  only needing to stop to take a f ive minute rest break per hour for snacks, 
water, bathroom, etc.). Have you got snacks to eat and enough water to drink? (Make sure  
everyone is actually eating and drinking, some may have run out). The concerns and 
precautions to take regarding changing weather, sun, heat, hydration, energy levels,  
etc. Each student practiced all of the essential hiking techniques, i.e. rest step, hip roll,  
rhythmic breathing, slow steady hiking pace, group leadership skills, hiking group  
management skills, and each student hiked over 16 miles and ascended over 3000 feet 
and descended over 3000 feet of elevation on Devilôs Lake State Park trails while under 
Jim Ebertôs guidance and supervision during each weekend trip. 
 
Å Basic and Intermediate Cross-Country Skiing courses: Nearly 3,900 University of 

Iowa students/Iowa Mountaineer Members received twenty -two hours of personal 
instruction from Jim Ebert at Devilôs Lake State Park on hypothermia, proper types of 
clothing to use, the laying system, emergency survival procedures, the Ten Basic 
Essentials, the Standards of Judgment, avalanche precautions, how to avoid avalanche 
slopes, and the rescue procedures to initiate if someone in your group is caught in an  
avalanche, what to do if you were caught in an avalanche, observation  weather 
forecasting and awareness, building emergency shelters and the survival procedures to 
follow to stay alive; care for the environment, hiking trail group management techniques  
while on the trail, i.e. rest stops, bathroom breaks, blister check sto ps, resting knees, waiting 
for the last skier to get over an obstacle on the trail before resuming the cross -country 
skiing pace, keeping the slower skiers up front behind the leader, stopping often to keep  
the rear leader caught up, stopping for energy foods and hydration breaks, etc. Jim taught all  
of the cross-country skiing techniques and then had each student practice all of the  
cross-country skiing techniques, especially four techniques for managing and controlling 
speed when descending steep terrain. Then under Jimôs guidance and supervision, each 
participant cross-country skied over 16 miles on Devilôs Lake State Park trails during 
each weekend course. 
 
Å Jim Ebert developed, promoted, taught, and led for the University of 
Iowa/Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. mountaineering expeditions, mountaineering 
trips and training courses the involving: 
 

Å Over 8,524 University of Iowa students/ Iowa Mountaineer, Inc. members have  
participated with Jim Ebert on 96 two -week Mountaineering Training Courses/ 

Mountaineering Camps that he has led to eleven western mountain states and to  

British Columbia and Alberta, Canada; and on 36 month-long foreign mountaineering 
trips to 17 Alpine countries. With the help of his Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. climbing staff,  



Jim Ebert helped guide these 8,524 Iowa Mountaineer members to 68,192 mountain  
summit ascents on 1,303 of the most famous mountains located throughout eleven Western 
Mountain  States in the United States and throughout seventeen Alpine countries. 
 
Å Over 3,375 University of Iowa students/ Iowa Mountaineer, Inc. members participated  
with Jim Ebert on 85 seven-day Grand Canyon National Park Hiking and 

Backpacking Courses to the bottom of the Grand Canyon National Park, Arizona to 

the Phantom Ranch that involved over 80 miles of hiking on inner canyon trails.  
 
Å Over 1,573 University of Iowa Students/Iowa Mountaineer Members have participated 
with Jim Ebert and his wife, Margie, on 54  Havasu Grand Canyon Hiking Courses 

located between Havasu and Mooney Falls on the Havasupai Indian Reservation in 
Arizona that involved over 56 miles of hiking, including 16 miles round -trip hiking from  
the Havasu Campground down the Havasu Creek to the Colorado River. 
 
Å Over 600 University of Iowa students/Iowa Mountaineer, Inc. members have  
participated with Jim Ebert on the Nationôs very first, week-long, Cross-Country Skiing 

and Winter Mountain Survival Training Camp held at 11,000 feet in the Collegiate 

Mountain Range in Colorado where each participant slept in survival shelters, tents, 
igloos and cross-country skied over 60-80 miles on mountain trails.  
 

Å Over 3,600 University of Iowa students/Iowa Mountaineer, Inc. members from all 50  
States, have joined Jim Ebert on the Nationôs very first National Outdoor Top Rope 

Instructor Certification Course which Jim Ebert founded and taught since 1973. Jim 

Ebert has personally taught each of his 310 one-week National Top Rope Instructor Certification 
courses at Devil Lake State Park, Wisconsin from 1973-2010. Every single course participant 
who participated was taught all of the important top rope information, was critiqued and  
evaluated for knowing and being able to perform all top rope site management skills and  
was personally certified by Jim Ebert. Not one single accident has ever been reported in 37 
years, nor has it ever been known of being documented, of a single course participant, or one 
of their  clients, of ever having a top rope climbing accident. 
 
Å Over 3,000 teenagers (ages 10-18) took a half day rock climbing course from Jim Ebert  
at Devilôs Lake State Park, Wisconsin from 1993-1998 during the summer time. Jim  
would meet over 500 youth each summer from various camps at the West Bluff parking  
lot at Devilôs Lake State Park and then walk each group up the West Bluff trail to a selected rock 
climbing area where he would teach them beginning rock climbing skills, have them  
ascend as many as five 50 foot high rock climbs and then walk them back down to their cars at  
12:00 P.M., noon. Jim would meet another group at 1:00 P.M and climb with them unti l 5:30 
P.M. so they could get back to their camps for dinner. Jim Ebert did this rock climbing  
instructing for 4 days each week, for six weeks during each summer, for over six years.  
 
Å Jim Ebertôs week-long training courses were offered for two and later one hour of 
required University of Iowa Physical Education academic credit that applied toward 
University of Iowa Physical Education graduation requirements for over 23 years. 
 
Å In 1953, the first mountaineering cours e taught by  an American University was taught at  
The University of Iowa, a semester course titled ñOutings and Mountaineeringò, taught 



by Jim Ebertôs Dad, S. John Ebert and Professor Arthur Wendler. Over 300 University of 
Iowa students took S. John Ebertôs course each semester. 
 
Å Jim Ebert developed the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. into the largest instructional mountaineering  
club in the world with over 6,300 students annually taking Jimôs out-of-state, mountaineering 
related training courses. 
 
Å No other mountaineering club in the world has taugh t as many training courses to more of its  
membership in a single year, than has Jim Ebert and the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc.  
 
Å Jim Ebert developed the University of Iowa into the largest outdoor skills training University in  

the world with over 6,300 student s leaving the University of Iowa campus and driving a  
minimum of over 420 miles round trip to take Jimôs training courses. No other 
University in the world has offered and annually taught more students as many mountaineering  
related outdoor skills training  courses further from campus than has Jim Ebert. 
 

No other outdoor wilderness leader, no guide service, no other 
organization of any kind, no adventure travel company, no other 
mountaineering club in North America has organized and guided 
more people on more one-week backpacking trips to the bottom 
of the one mile deep Grand Canyon National Park in Arizona that 
descended the South Kaibab Trail to the Phantom Ranch and 
ascended the Bright Angel Trail for one week of hiking and 
camping than has Jim Ebert. 
 
No one else in the world, no other organization of any kind, no 
guide service, no other mountaineering club, has guided as many 
people on 80 miles of inner gorge Grand Canyon National Park 
hiking trails that originated out from the Phantom Ranch area on the 
bottom, than has Jim Ebert. 
 
No one else in the world has guided the inner gorge of the Grand 
Canyon National Park, from the bottom, for more years and with more 
people, that hiked down to the Phantom Ranch/ Bright Angel 
Campground, located at the bottom, with 45 to 65 lb. backpacks, and 
on more miles of inner canyon trails that departed from the Phantom 
Ranch area ten miles in all directions, and that guided the Grand 
Canyon National Park with as many people, without a single injury 
occurring to a single one of their participants that did not require 
more than a band-aid, or an Ace wrap, than has Jim Ebert. 
 
Å Jim Ebert first descended by hiking trail to the bottom of the Grand Canyon National  
Park and to the Phantom Ranch with his parents and two brothers in 1952, when Jim 



was only five years old. 
 
Å Jim Ebert returned to the Grand Canyon in 1967 with his older brother to film the Grand  
Canyon National Park for a Western Film that he and his brother were helping their Dad 
to update. They descended to the bottom of the Grand Canyon and hiked and filmed 
every scenic location throughout the Grand Canyon National Park and throughout four 
surrounding states. 
 
Å Since 1973, Jim Ebert has organized and has personally guided over 3,375 Iowa 
Mountaineer members /University of Iowa students on 85  week-long backpacking trips 
to the bottom of the one -mile deep Grand Canyon National Park, Arizona, which is 
believed to be more hikers than anyone else in the world and it is believed that Jim has  
been guiding the Grand Canyon National Park for a longer period of time than anyone else.  
 
Å Jim Ebertôs trip participants descended the Kaibab Trail to the bottom and ascended the 
Bright Angel Trail in the Grand Canyon National Park. 
 
Å Jimôs participants stayed at the dorms at the Phantom Ranch and/or camped at the 

Bright Angel Campground located on the bottom of the Grand Canyon National Park. 
 
Å Jim Ebert led each and every one of his 3,375 Grand Canyon National Park participants 
who participated with him on 85  one week trips, on one-day hikes that departed from  
the Phantom Ranch area for 20 miles of round-trip hiking to Clear Creek, 14 miles of round-trip 
hiking up Phantom Creek, 22 miles of round-trip hiking to Upper and Lower Ribbon Falls and to 
Roaring Springs, 12 miles of round-trip hiking to Indian Gardens and to Plateau Point, and 7  
miles down the South Kaibab Trail from the South Rim and 11 miles back up the Bright Angel 
Trail to the South Rim for a total of more than eighty miles of hiking each week.  
 
Å Jim Ebert was able to get each and every one of his participants out of the Grand  
Canyon on the last day and back up to the South Rim by no later than early afternoon at  
the conclusion of each of his 85 week-long trips. 
 
Å All of Jim Ebertôs 3,375 Grand Canyon National Park participants that hiked back out of  
the Grand Canyon from the Phantom Ranch located on the bottom, carried 40-50 lbs. 
packs. Mules were never used. 
 
Å The Iowa Mountaineer members/University of Iowa students received as many as 2 
hours of physical education academic credit that applied toward their graduation for  
participating on Jim Ebertôs week long Grand Canyon hiking adventure; this was later 
offered for one hour.  
 
Å The University of Iowa offered the very first University academic credit  

in the nation [ 2 hours of required credit, later, 1 hour] to students taking Jim Ebertôs 
week long Grand Canyon National Park hiking/backpacking trips beginning in 1973. 
 
Å The Grand Canyon National Park is considered the number #1 natural wonder in the 

world; and it is also the most visited, with over 4 million people visiting it each year. 
 



Å No one else in the world, has guided as many people to the bottom of  
the Grand Canyon National Park, or on 80 miles of inner canyon trails, or hiked it as 
intensely, or more safely, or for as long as Jim Ebert has been actively guiding people to 
the bottom of the Grand Canyon National Park. 
 
Å Most all of Jim Ebertôs Grand Canyon participants were novice hikers, many of whom 
had never before been to a western state or to a mountain range or had never before 
multi-day hiked or had never over night camped before in their lives, or had never  
before hiked more than five miles at a time, or all of the above.  
 
Å For most of the participants who joined Jim Ebert, this had been their very fi rst 

backpacking and week-long multi -day hiking experience. 
 
Å Not one of Jim Ebertôs 3,375 Grand Canyon National Park participants has ever sustained 
a single heat related illness, or a single injury of any kind requiring more than a band -aid, 
or an Ace wrap, and all of them were able to hike out of the Grand  Canyon National Park on the 
last day from the Phantom Ranch situated on the bottom,  carrying a 40-60 lb. pack, and arrived 
on top of the South Rim by early afternoon.  
 

Jim Ebert and his wife, Margie, have guided more people on 
more six-day hiking trips to the Havasu Campground, located 
between the spectacular Havasu and Mooney Falls and situated 
10 miles deep within the Grand Canyon on the Havasupai Indian 
Reservation than anyone else, 1973-1996. 
 
Å Jim and Margie Ebert have personally guided over 1,573 Iowa Mountaineer members /  
University of Iowa students on 54  six-day back packing trips to the Havasu Campground 
on the Havasupai Indian Reservation located ten miles deep within the Grand Canyon 
and located between Havasu and Mooney Falls. 
 
Å Jim and Margie Ebert have personally guided the sixteen mile round-trip hike, involving  
as many as 1,573 Iowa Mountaineer, Inc. members / University of Iowa students from  
the Havasu Campground to the Colorado River. This hike descends alongside the 
spectacular, emerald green colored Havasu Creek down the Havasu Canyon to the 
Colorado River for an incredible 16-mile roundtrip hike.  
 
Å To this day, no one else has guided more people to the Colorado River by descending the 
Havasu Creek down the Havasu Canyon than have Jim and Margie Ebert. 
 
Å This classic day-hike follows the crystal clear, emerald green water of the Havasu Creek 
to the Colorado River and it is considered to be one of the most challenging day-hikes 
on the North American Continent and it is considered to be one of the most enjoyable,  
and it is considered the most refreshing hike to do on a hot day while hiking within the  
Grand Canyon National Park. 
 
Å  No one else has guided the spectacular Havasu Canyon more 
intensely, with over 56 miles of hiking being accomplished by each participant, or done it 



more safely, or done it with more people, than have Jim and Margie Ebert. 
 

Å No one else in the world, including travel adventure companies or guide services, or 
mountaineering clubs or hiking clubs have guided as many people to the bottom of the  
Grand Canyon National Park to the Phantom Ranch area on 85 one-week trips and on 
80 miles of hiking on inner canyon trails leading o ut from the Phantom Ranch (3,375 
people), and 54 six-day trips to the Havasu Campground located 10 miles deep within 
the Grand Canyon on the Havasupai Indian Reservation where each participant hiked 
over 56 miles including 16 miles roundtrip down the Havasu Canyon, alongside the 
Havasu Creek, to the Colorado River (1,573 people) for a combined total of 4 ,948 
people participating on 141 Grand Canyon six-day hiking and backpacking trips to two  
of the most scenic areas within the Grand Canyon since 1973 than has Jim Ebert, 
involving over 395,840 miles of Grand Canyon hiking without anyone having a single 
heat related injury, or an inj ury of any kind that a band -aid and an Ace wrap was not 
able to completely fix.  
  

Jim Ebert was the first mountain wilderness instructor/guide 
on the North American Continent to first offer, organize and guide 
a week-long cross-country skiing and winter mountain survival 
training camp, have it offered by a major University (Iowa) for 
University academic credit, have it offered by the first 
mountaineering club (Iowa Mountaineers, Inc.) in the country, 
offer it and have it placed at one of the highest elevations on the 
North American Continent situated at above 11,000 feet in 
Coloradoôs highest mountain range, and have it become the first and 
only winter mountain survival training camp in North America that has 
trained over 600 people. 
 
Å Jim Ebert has guided over 600 Iowa Mountaineer members / University of Iowa students  
on what is believed to be the first offered, the highest placed, weeklong, cross -country 
skiing and winter mountain survival training camp on the North American continent.  
 
Å Jim Ebertôs seven-day winter mountain survival training camp was originally offered for 2  
hours of University academic credit, later it was changed to one.  
 
Å Jim Ebert offered the first and the highest weeklong cross-country skiing and winter  
mountain survival training camp ever offered to the public on the North American  
Continent in 1973. 
 
Å The camp was placed above 11,000 feet elevation in Coloradoôs Collegiate Range, near 
Tennessee Pass and 10 miles from Leadville, Colorado. 
 
Å Jim Ebert and his staff trained all of the trip participants in the skills and techniques of  
cross-country skiing and winter mountain survival.  
 



Å Jim Ebert has offered his winter mountain survival training c amp since 1973 to over 600 
Iowa Mountaineer, Inc. members and University of Iowa students.  
 
Å Jim Ebertôs winter mountain survival training camp was placed higher than the U.S. 

Armyôs legendary Camp Hale located in Colorado, and Jim Ebertôs camp was the first to 
be offered to the public, the first to be offered by a mountaineering club, or guide  
service, and the first to be offered for academic credit by a major University.  
 
Å Each of Jim Ebertôs Colorado Winter Mountain Survival Training Camps taught winter 
mountain survival skills training offered winter mountain survival shelter construction training,  
winter mountain camping/cooking skills instruction, cross -country skiing instruction, and  
participants x-c skied from 60-80 miles throughout each week. 
 
Å Temperatures ranged from -35 degrees below 0 F, to +20 degrees F throughout many  
of these 11,000 foot mountain camps.  
 
Å Jim Ebert taught his participants the importance of proper hydration, the importance of  
maintaining a constant consumption of high calor ic foods and snacks, the importance of 
using proper wicking clothing and the layering of clothing for controlling and maintaining  
the body core temperature while actively cross-country skiing during the daytime, how  
to recognize high altitude illnesses and symptoms, i.e., pulmonary and cerebral edema, 
proper high altitude acclimatization procedures, the proper, safest and fastest treatment  
for the various altitude edemas, avalanche training instruction that included weather and  
snow temperature and snow layering awareness, avalanche slope detection procedures, 
snow pit evaluation and training, proper backcountry travel and group safety  
procedures, avalanche rescue techniques and emergency wilderness survival procedures 
and techniques, maintaining proper pace and group management skills and the 
precautions to take to keep your group safe while cross-country skiing in the mountains,  
how to construct three different types of survival shelters, all while camping at the first  
and the highest winter mountain surviv al training camp ever offered to the public by a  
mountaineering club, or guide service, and the first to be offered for University or  
academic credit on the North American continent, and the first cross -country skiing and 
winter mountain survival training camp to be placed at the highest elevation in North  
America and situated in the heart of Coloradoôs Collegiate Range, the Stateôs highest 
mountain range. 
 
Å Most all of Jim Ebertôs participants had either no prior camping experience, or no prior 
winter mountain camping experience, or no prior cross-country skiing experience, or had 
never before slept outside in the winter time or had never before been to the  
mountains, or all of the above, prior to taking Jimôs cross-country skiing and winter  
mountain survival training course. 
 
Å Iowa Mountaineer Members/and University of Iowa students took Jim Ebertôs weeklong 
cross-country skiing winter mountain survival training course for as many as 2 hours of  
required University of Iowa Physical Education Skills academic credit, later one hour.  
 
Å The University of Iowa was the first University in the nation to give academic credit that  
could be applied toward graduation for students taking the very first offered week long  



cross-country skiing and winter mountain surviva l training camp in the nation that was  
offered by Jim Ebert at 11,000 feet in Coloradoôs Collegiate Range since 1973. 
 
Å Over 47,000 miles of mountain cross-country skiing was accomplished by 600 
participants without a single injury that a band -aid was not able to completely fix.  
 
Å Jim Ebertôs staff who helped him with these cross-country skiing and winter mountain  
survival training camps included some of North Americaôs finest leaders: Mike Biggs 
(Crystal Mountain Avalanche Ski Patrol, Iowa Mountaineer cl imbing leader), Donnie Black 
(Mountain Guide, Iowa Mountaineer climbing leader), Jenny Hall, 
(University of Utah Outdoor Instructor , Iowa Mountaineer climbing leader) Dennis 
Turville,(University of Utah Outdoor Instructor , Iowa Mountaineer climbing leader), Mike Bogart, 
(University of Utah Outdoor Instructor , Iowa Mountaineer climbing leader), Tepa Haronoja 
(Finnish Womanôs National Ski Coach, University of Iowa Instructor ), Jim Bock, (Mountaineer, 
Iowa Mountaineer climbing leader), Phil Cloud (Climbing leader with the Colorado Mountain 
Club and the Iowa Mountaineers), Harold Goodro (Founded the Ulta Ski Patrol in Utah and was 
the very first person in the United  States to successfully establish a 5.10 climb, Director of 
University of Utah Outdoor Program and climbing leader with the Iowa Mountaineers for over 
36 years), Franz Mohling (1st Edition Editor, Freedom of the Hills, climbing leader for 
Colorado Mountain Club and served four years as a climbing leader for the Iowa 
Mountaineers), Harold Walton (Iowa Mountaineer climbing leader for 42 years and 
climbing leader for the Colorado Mountain Club), Tony Peters (University of Utah Outdoor 
Program), Ken Nolan (Climbing leader with the Colorado Mountain Club, and climbing leader for 
the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc.),  and others. 
 

Jim Ebert founded and has offered this Nationôs, and the Worldôs  
very first National Top Rope Instructor Certification Course, since 
1973. 
Jim Ebert has personally trained and top rope instructor certified, 
over 3,600 top rope instructors in 310 seven-day National Top 
Rope Instructor Certification Courses, which is more outdoor top 
rope rock climbing instructors that he has personally trained and 
certified in more seven day courses than the entire AMGA, more than 
any other Top Rope Certification certifying body in the World, 
including all of the Top Rope Site Management course/ Single Pitch   
Certified Instructors, combined. 
 
No other individual, guide service, mountaineering club, or the 
AMGA Top Rope Site Management Course or the AMGA Single 
Pitch Instructor certified instructor courses, combined, have trained 
and top rope instructor certified as many people in a more 
concentrated and a more thoroughly taught seven-day National 
Top Rope Instructor Certification Course than has Jim Ebert. 
 



What Does Jim Ebertôs National Top Rope Instructor Certification 
Course Actually Teach and Why? 
 
· The following safety procedures and teaching methods that are taught in Jim Ebertôs 

National Top Rope Instructor Certification course are the safest and the most time 
tested and the most proven top rope climbing safety techniques and procedures that  
have reduced more top rope errors and reduced more top rope risks than any other top  
instructor training course / Top Rope Site Management Course /Single Pitch Instructor 
Certification courses in the country. 
 

· Jim Ebertôs National Top Rope Instructor Certification course provides the Nationôs only 
teaching, learning, demonstrating, verification and certification platform that offers the  
most thorough training of all t op rope skills and that teaches all of the risk reducing  
procedures and human error reducing safety measures, and all of the redundancy 
procedures that will protect against equipment failure, instructor error,  and that has a course 
structure that provides  the greatest amount of time and opportunities for all skills and safety 
procedures to be thoroughly taught, implemented, demonstrated, verified and certified 
throughout a 7 Day Course. 
 
· Jim Ebert feels that by having each course participant set-up and equalize, over 35 
different top rope and rappelling anchor systems for actual climbs and rappels, and 35 different 
anchors for Traditional or Re-directed belays, and having each course participant being involved 
with the  climbing, belaying and the managing of seven different top rope climbs and a rappel  
each day for five days, along with all of the accompanying expected safety evaluations, 
implementation of safety procedures, and risk reducing techniques, and the  
implementation all of the mandatory redundancy measures, that Jimôs course is offering 
the only teaching, learning, demonstrating, verification, and certification process that  
makes his course the most thorough, the most proven and the most time tested and the  
safest top rope instructor certification  course in America, that has already thoroughly 
trained and completely verified and completely certified 3,600 course participantôs who 
have already maintained a perfect 37 year safety record for themselves and for their  
clients in all 50 States. 
 
· Jim Ebertôs National Top Rope Instructor Certification Course was the first top rope 
instructor certification course in North America and the first top rope instructor  
certification course in the World to develop, initiate and to teach many of the safety  
techniques for top rope climbers and instructors in top rope areas that were initiated  
and based exclusively on the high numbers of potential accidents that Jim had 
personally observed in top rope areas around the country, and that were based as well  
on the actual accidents that had already been reported and documented and that had  
already resulted in a fatality or a serious injury to a top rope climber in North America.  
 
1. Jim Ebertôs National Top Rope Instructor Certification Course was the first in the World 
to teach and to stress the use of two carabiners, (ovals or locking) placed reversed and 
opposed, gates hanging down, where the climbing rope attaches to the top anchor  
slings hanging down over the top edge of the climb. Jim was the first in the nation, in  
1973, to instruct this technique of reversing and opposing carabiners for top rope  
climbing anchor systems. Jim was the first in the nation to emphasize this safety  



procedure and he made it mandatory for his top rope certified instructors to be using  
two ovals or two locking carabiners, and to place them reversed and opposed, gates 
hanging down, on top rope anchor systems and when used for clipping the climbing rope into 
the climbing harness in top rope climbing areas, challenge courses, climbing walls, etc.  
The normal standard method emphasized placing two non-locking oval carabiners (or locking 
carabiners) the same way and flipping one over so that one gate was on the opposing  
side. Fatalities had not yet occurred, but Jim absolutely knew that an accident  was just 
waiting to occur if one of the carabiners was not flipped, or if the carabiners re -adjusted back 

during the day to again open the same way. This brought the evitable  possibility that the 
climbing rope could easily flip out of both carabiner gates  at the same time. In 1975, this exact 
scenario played out twice across the nation causing two top rope climbing fatalities.  
 
2. Jim Ebertôs course was the first in the nation to teach and to emphasize that the 

top rope anchor system be placed far enough back away from the top edge of the  
climb, so doubled pieces of webbing or two sewn slings could be extended and dropped 
over the top of the climb from the equalized anchor system fulcrum, thus eliminating  
anyone having to get too close to the top edge of th eir climb while setting up the top  
anchor system or while trying to equalize their anchor system. Top rope climbers  
around the country had been falling off the top of their climbs while trying to set them  
up or while trying to equalize their top rope ancho r systems. 
 
3. Jim Ebertôs course was the first in the nation to teach to never use a single extension 
sling coming off the anchorôs equalized fulcrum, but to always double the extension 
sling that is hanging down over the top of the climb. Without first d oubling the 
extension sling, in case a knot was incorrectly tied, or in case the sewn sling was 
damaged or had been used incorrectly, or if it was passing over a sharp edge, a second 
sling adds critical backup to these errors. Jim stressed that it made no sense to have 
three or four well placed chocks, and a great equalized anchor system and then use, 
perhaps, a single worn out, badly frayed or damaged sling or perhaps an incorrectly  
tied sling to then extend the anchor sling over the top edge to connect th e climbing rope. 
Some top rope climbers had already lost their lives when their knot failed on their  
single anchor extension sling that was hanging down over the top of the climb. Even  
sewn runners should always be doubled. Jimôs course was the first to make it 
mandatory to add a second extension sling. No one knows how other top rope climbers 
really care for or use their climbing gear, so no one should ever trust their life to  
anyone elseôs single extension sling in case of damage or misuse. 
 
4. Jim Ebertôs course was the first in the nation to teach the using and placing of four  
chocks instead of three for all top rope rock climbing and rappelling anchor systems.  
Placing three chocks for a top rope anchor system is only a good standard to follow if  
all three chocks are perfectly well placed in solid non-adjoining crack systems. Jim 
taught his course instructors to always use four chocks instead of three because most 
all top rope rock climbing anchor systems that have been observed around the country  
usually never have had three well-placed chocks in solid non-adjoining crack systems 
tantamount in makin g a safe top rope anchor system, in fact, only 50% of chocks used were 
observed as being usable in most anchors systems. 
 
 



5. Jim Ebertôs course was the first to teach four different methods for equalizing  
top rope anchor systems. 
 
6. Jim Ebertôs course was the first in the nation to teach never using a single Girth Hitched sling 

from around the base of a solid living tree as an anchor by itself in top rope area s. He taught 
to always double the anchor slings coming from around the base of any solid tree that are  
to extend over the top edge of the climb in case a knot was incorrectly tied.  
Many top rope climbers were getting killed during rappels, when their single anchor sling knot 
untied, (failed) while they were rappelling. Even sewn runners should always be  
doubled if used as anchor slings. 
   
7. Jimôs course was the first in the nation to teach to never run the climbing rope 
around a solid living tree for an a nchor in top rope areas without first incorporating  
two Girth-hitched pieces of webbing with two carabiners (locking) placed  
reversed and opposed, because the climbing rope running directly around a tree 
without first incorporating webbing and carabiners, will girth the treeôs bark and this 
continued practice will definitely kill a tree.  This is no longer an accepted practice. 
 
8. Jim Ebertôs course was the first in the nation to stress never using a single large 
boulder (large piece of talus) as a top rope  anchor system by itself. Utilizing 
this type of natural anchor by itself as a top rope anchor system has resulted in the 
largest numbers of mistakes in anchor system judgment by top rope climbers, as most all  
boulders/talus that were assumed to be too sol id and seemingly too heavy to move, 
most times easily moved or tipped, or pivoted,  when body weight was actually placed against it,  
causing the slings that had been placed around it, to slide off, or the chocks  
placed under it, to pop out.  
 
9. Jim Ebertôs course was the first in the nation to teach the importance of placing  

each of four anchor system chocks into non-adjoining cracks to prevent any potential  
block of rock from being pulled out that could result in the loss of the entire  
anchor system. The exception, is when using a massive super crack that is part 
of a massive rock wall and it is not made up of smaller rock fractures. 
 
10. Jim Ebertôs course was the first in the nation to teach the use of auto-locking 
belaying devices to prevent the belayer from accidentally dropping the climber 
should the belayer ever take their brake hand off of the belay rope, and his course was  
the first in the nation to make their use mandatory for his certified top rope instructors  
when working with top rope groups in th e gym, at the climbing wall and in top rope  
areas. 
 
11. Jimôs course was the first in the nation to make it mandatory for his certified course 
graduates to use an auto-locking seat harness for all use with the general public in the top rope  
area, at the cl imbing wall and in the climbing gym and his course was the first to  
indicate all of the many ways that a personôs climbing seat harness could easily remain 
unchecked during a whole climbing day, which re-emphasized the manner in which the 
obvious risks of using a climbing harness that required the process of doubling back the 
harness strap in reverse made this kind of harness just too great a risk for use with the  
general public, and how using a harness that required doubling the strap back, as  



based on Jimôs personal observations, needlessly endangered human life by groups and 
instructors who used them. Many hundreds of incidents happen across the country that  
do not get reported , where a child or an adult has already fallen out of their climbing  
seat harness and fallen to the ground because the harness was not doubled back, and 
perhaps many hundreds of other people have come to within inches of falling out of  
their climbing seat harness after the waist strap was not passed back in reverse that  
could have resulted in certain death, but luck , kept most all of these situations from 
having turned into a very serious injury, or a fatality.  
 

12. Jim strongly believes that using any other style of climbing seat harness than a auto -locking 
Seat harness for public use, i.e., recreation courses, University weekend climbing trips 
and courses, church camps, adventure camps, scouting camps, challenge courses, and 
climbing gyms, is extremely dangerous and it should be considered negligent, regardless if staff 
are trying to  check each and every harness before each and every climb or rappel all day long. 
 
13. Jim Ebert feels that no top rope instructor certification course in America should ever  

be teaching their instructors to place  the brunt of the responsibility of checkin g each and every 
climbing seat harness on their certified top rope instructor course graduates, because one 
single time that they fail to check one single harness, that requires the harness strap to be 
placed back through the buckle in reverse, it could cost someone a serious injury or the 
loss of a personôs life. Since everyone already knows that the climbing seat harness will 
open up if it is not properly attached and checked and that it could result in someone  
being very seriously injured or killed, and since this is one of the greatest and most 
obvious top rope risks, Jim would never allow any of his course graduates to ever carry 
the guilt on their conscience for the rest of their life if they should make a honest  
mistake and not notice and catch a harness that was mistakenly not doubled back, while 
working with their own top rope group . Jim has never allowed the use of this kind of harness to 
ever be used with the general public in top rope areas that could so easily endanger the lives of 
the top rope groups that Jimôs instructors would be overseeing and trying to keep safe. So it 
was very easy for Jim to assess the high risk concerns of using this type of harness with the 
general public (top rope groups) that requires the double passing of the waist str ap back 
through the buckle in  reverse before it could ever be considered even remotely safe enough to 
even support body weight, so for Jimôs top rope instructor certification course, it has been a no-
brainer, that when the first auto -locking climbing seat harness first came onto the market, he  
immediately made it mandatory for all of his instructors to use only the auto -locking 
climbing seat harness with all top rope climbing activities that they have with any and all top 
rope groups in all top rope areas, climbing gyms or at the  climbing wall. 
 
14. Jim has personally monitored this complete inability, of many organizationôs climbing 
staff , to stay vigilant and alert all day long , in checking every single personôs climbing seat 
harness before each and every single climb or rappel. Fatalities and very serious injuries have 
already occurred across the country when climbing seat harnesses opened up under 
only body weight, because the waist strap had not been doubled back and the harness 
had not been checked properly by the staff personal that had been put in charge of doing  
this mandatory harness safety inspection. 
 
 
 



15. In many cases a climbing seat harness has even be checked by three different staff , 
and yet no one might have been able to notice a fatal harness mistake in not doubling the 
harness strap back in reverse properly. For example, in the Mid-West, three experienced top 
rope rock climbing teachers from a large metropolitan  high school from Chicago, had all 
checked out a young girlôs climbing seat harness before she was to start rappelling 
down on a 100 foot rappel while at Devilôs Lake State Park, Wisconsin. Just as she was 
beginning to descend down on her rappel, while leaning out and only five feet down on the 
rappel, her climbing seat harness completely opened up at her waist as she was leaning 
backwards into her rappel. This allowed her seat harness to immediately open up and for her to 
completely fall out of her seat harness. Within an instant, she  was hanging upside down, ten 
feet down on the rapp el with her body having completely  slipped out of her seat harness. Her 
harness, luckily, caught at her bent legs which stopped her from plummeting 100 feet to her 
death. This young girl was kept from  plummeting 100 feet to her death only by her bent legs!  
She was then told to keep her legs bent while the three high school teachers quickly tried to 
retrieve her by pulling her safely back to the top by the belay rope that was still attached to her 
harness and that was still caught at her bent knees. Her harn ess strap had not been doubled 
back through the climbing seat harness buckle in reverse, instead, it had been mistakenly 
passed back through an elastic band. Three experienced top rope teachers had each thought 
that they had checked her harness carefully before her rappel and yet all three adults had failed 
to observe and catch this near fatal error. Both the extra top rope belay from above, and a 
belay from the bottom by pulling tight the rappel rope onto the rappelling device, together,  
could not have prevented this young girl from falling out of her seat harness and  
plummeting 100 feet to her death. Without a properly secured climbing seat harness,  
all of the other extra measures one would normally use to safeguard people while  
rappelling or rock climbing, become useless. Only with the use of a combination 
seat/chest harness could they have protected this girl from falling, or by adding a  
second belay rope tied directly around her waist f or a separate belay from above could 
they have added the necessary protection for her to stay safe. If you are using a  
double pass through buckle climbing seat harness, this is the risk that you must always 
have to plan for, because it could just as easily happen to you just like this situation  
demonstrated. Jim Ebert has triple checked every single climbing seat harness that 
everyone has ever used during all of his training courses which amounts to nearly 
420,000 climbs in top rope areas, and he has caught at least four seat harnesses that 
had already been double checked by his other assistant staff that were still not doubled back. 
Jim caught each of these errors prior to anyone climbing. This was before Jim was able to 
get the auto -locking Petzl seat harnesses that no longer needed the doubling back of 
the harness strap in reverse. Even these harnesses are always double checked. 
Today, all climbing seat harness manufactures offer climbing seat harnesses that 
still require the doubling back of the waist harness strap through the waist buckle in  
reverse, but nearly all climbing harness manufacturers offer a safer auto-locking seat harness 
for top rope climbers. Jim feels that no top rope certification course in the country should any 
longer be using or recommending the use of the type of climbing seat harness that still requir es 
a double pass through to its graduates to use for public use in top rope climbing in top rope 
environments. Jim believes that any top rope certification course that still recommends to its 
graduating top rope instructors the continuation of using a doub le pass through seat harness 
for use in top  rope rock climbing areas, climbing walls, or climbing gyms with the general 
public, should be considered negligent in the proper assessment of the reality of the risk s that 
are present to top rope groups who cont inue to use the double pass through buckle. Any 



organization that continues to use double pass through seat harnesses for use with the 
General Public should be considered negligent in not offering a safe product to 
their novice clients. It only takes one m istake by someone not checking each harness properly 
to cost someone their life, or for someone to have a life changing injury. This risk is not  
acceptable in top rope climbing.  
 
17. Jim feels that if a certified top rope instructor comes to you from any t op rope 
instructor certification course that professes that they have been trained and certified  
to be the safest in the country, but yet , are still allowed to use a double pass through climbing 
seat harness for use with their top rope groups and a non-auto locking belay device to 
belay their clients, they should not be hired and the top rope instructor and the  
certifying association or organization that certified them should be considered to be 
insufficiently trained, unknowledgeable and improperly instructed in how best to prevent one of 
the greatest risk management concerns in the top rope environment that protects both the 
instructor and the ir top rope group. 
 
18. Jim feels very strongly, that there are four  most fundamental safety concerns within each 
top rope rock climbing area throughout the country that are still continuing to be the  
highest risk concerns with top rope instructors who are climbing with the ir top rope groups.    
The First, is the belaying device. The belay device is used by the belayer to 
safeguard the climber should they fall and it protects the climber from any number of  
possible mistakes or situations that could lead to belay failure by the belayer.  
The Second, is the climberôs seat harness. The seat harness is used to keep both the climber 
and the belayer secured to the climbing rope so they cannot slip out of the seat harness should  
they lean back against it, as in a rappel, or if they should weight it , as in a fall.  
The Third, is the anchor system. The anchor system is from which all safe top rope climbing 
and rappelling is totally dependent upon.  
The Fourth, is the proper and safe top rope group management and  supervision, adding extra 
safety measures and extra redundancy that off-sets and protects against human error, human 
mistakes, equipment failure, unforeseen risks and dangers, and protects against most objective 
hazards. These are the four main areas of risk management concerns that if not properly 
addressed and properly managed in a top rope instructor certification course,  will remain and 
continue to be the same risks that those course certified instructors will have to continue 
managing in the future  while they are inevitably placing the general public (top rope groups) 
who they are working with, into  harmôs way. 
 
19. Only Jim Ebertôs National Top Rope Instructor Certification course has become the first 
course in America to properly address all four of these high risk top rope issues and has 
taken the necessary steps to resolve each area of risk. Jimôs course was the first top 
rope instructor certification course in the country to make it mandatory for its certified  
instructors to use only an auto -locking belay device, the first to make it mandatory to  
always anchor the belayer at all times, the first to make it mandatory t o always use an 
auto-locking climbing seat harness at all times while working with the general public in  
all top rope situations, and the first to offer the most intensive anchor system training,  
verification, certification that has allowed Jimôs course participants to master the  
top rope anchor system by having each course participant set up 35 equalized top rope 
anchor systems for 35 different climbs and or rappels. Jimôs course was the first to 
teach all of the many ways to add additional safety measures and redundancy to the 



top rope climbing site that has kept his certified top rope course instructorôs anchor 
systems safer, his certified top rope instructors safer, and all of their top rope groups  
safer in all the top rope areas that they have visited i n all 50 states during the past 37 
years, without a single reported accident.  
 
20. Some harness manufacturers are now offering a buckle design that recommends but 
does not need doubling back for top rope climbing because the buckle design will not  
allow the single harness strap to pull through the buckle during the first 2,300 lbs. of  
impact force generated in a UIAA leader test fall, so the Metolius Safe Tech Harness 
would be considered by manufacturers of climbing seat harnesses, to be more than 
safe enough for use with top rope climbers because it will not open up if someone  
forgets to double the waist strap back in reverse should one lean back against the  
harness in a rappel, or if they should have a top rope fall.  
 
21. Jim Ebertôs course was the first in the nation to teach to always anchor in before  
approaching all exposed top edges of climbs when dropping climbing ropes or when nearing an 
edge of a climb to check out the climbing route from above. Climbers were falling off  
climbs as they were checking them out, or while dropping ropes or while setting up or  
while trying to equalize their top rope anchor systems. 
 
22. Jim Ebertôs course was the first course in the nation to teach redundancy. This method 
has allowed Jimôs certified top rope instructors to already go 37 years without having 
an accident, and still counting. This involved having a knowledgeable climber in each 
group check out each climb or rappel before it is actually used. Jim Ebert always 
provided the final (third) check to make sure everyt hing was safe before anyone in his 
certification course was allowed to climb or rappel, so if anything was ever missed that  
was still unsafe, it was caught and corrected. This redundancy also applied to doubling 
the extension slings coming off of the anchor system that are hanging down over the  
top of the climb, using four chocks instead of three for a chock anchor system,  
doubling the carabiners (reversed and opposed) on the anchor extension slings hanging 
down over the edge of the climb, doubling the locking carabiners and placing them reversed 
and opposed gates hanging down when clipping the climbing rope and these two carabiners 
directly into the climbing seat harness for top rope climbing, adding a back-up belayer, 
anchoring the belayer, always using a tie-off knot for the climbing knot that ties into the 
climberôs harness, double checking each harness, each knot, each anchor, each belay, using an 
auto-locking belay device and an auto-locking climbing seat harness, and constantly monitoring 
the top rope group to keep everyone back away from the edges at all time in top rope  
areas, etc. 
 
23. Jim Ebert has personally evaluated nearly 525,000 climbing and rappelling 
anchor systems, taught and critiqued over 425,000 people who were top rope belaying in 
outdoor top rope areas, over 40,000 people at his climbing walls at his Camp KYSOC (making 
sure that every single belayer was secured to an anchor, and that every person knew how to 
belay properly, and was constantly observing to make sure that each person was belaying 
properly and not letting go of their brake  hand), and he has personally checked over 525,000 
climbing seat harnesses and climbing tie-in knots and back-up knots during the past 43  years of 
instructing and mountain guiding to make sure everyone was safe. Not one single person taking 
one of Jimôs courses ever started a climb or a rappel until they were first checked by Jim 



Ebert. 
 
24. Jim Ebertôs course was the first in the nation to teach to never set up a top rope 
anchor system that required anyone to have to be very near to a top edge of the  
climb in order to set up the anchor system, or to ever have to lean out over an edge of  
a climb while trying to equalize the anchor system or while trying to tie off a cordelette , 
regardless if the person was anchored. This is huge unnecessary risk that is not 
necessary in top rope climbing. 
 
25. Jim Ebertôs course was the first in the nation to teach to always set up rappelling 
anchor systems so that the person who was learning to rappel actually begins 
their rappel from below the top rappelling anchor system, not standing above it. Many  
people trying to begin their first rappels, who are standing above the rappelling anchor  
system on the top edge of the climb, have been injured when they lost their  
balance and slipped and fell, perhaps on moist slippery lichen or slippery pine 
needles, or mud, or small rocks on the flat or sloping top surface  of the climb. During their  
fall they hit their face or head on the top edge of the wall. This caused  
injuries like lacerations, breaking out or the chipping of teeth, or injuring or  
breaking an arm or hand, or sustaining a head injury, most all resulting in them  
completely letting go of the rappelling rope. Most all fixed anchor systems for mountain  
rappels throughout the ent ire world, with few exceptions, usually allow the rappel to  
begin from below the top edge and usually always below the rappel anchor system. If  
not, there are safe sitting techniques that can be used for properly getting oneself  
safely started at the top e dge in order to begin the rappel.  
 
26. Jim Ebertôs course was the first in the nation to teach to always belay all top rope 
area rappels that involve beginners and all course participants with a separate 
belay anchor when using chocks, and with a belay from a belayer who is anchored who 
is situated above the rappel, in case there is ever a need to give assistance to the 
person rappelling, i.e., like pulling them up a bit in order to pull out a shirt, or to get  
caught hair pulled out from their rappelling de vice. The extrication of clothing or  
hair from a rappelling device cannot be easily done from a belay that pulls tight  
the rappel rope onto the rappel device from a belayer who is belaying and is  
situated at the bottom of the rappel.  
 
27. Jim Ebertôs course was the first in the nation to emphasize not trusting any single  
chock anchor system in any top rope area by itself for rappelling unless it was a  
permanent fixed anchor that is often checked for safety. Belaying from below by  
pulling on the rappel rope to pull it taunt onto the rappelling device to stop a  
person rappelling who might be out of control, does works, but it does not  
safeguard against a poorly placed chock anchor system from pulling out, nor 
does it safeguard against an incorrectly tied anchor sling knot from failing. Also, with  
only one in every two anchor systems considered to be safe in top rope areas, why 
would anyone trust a single chock anchor system for both your rappel and the belay of that  
rappel? 
 
28. Jim Ebertôs course was the first in the nation to tell a story about each and every point  
he wanted his course participants to remember. During each week training course, this 



amounted to as many as sixty different stories to emphasis each most important point  
that he wanted his course participants to remember. Each story that was shared did 
not necessarily always have a happy ending. The important points Jim wanted his 
course participants to remember may have been forgotten over the years, but the  
stories about what should or should not be done and why, remains as vivid today as it 
did thirty -seven years ago. Jim learned story-telling to make every point stick from his Dad , S. 
John Ebert and from Harvey T. Carter. It seemed that Jimôs Dad, S. John Ebert and Harvey T. 
Carter had a story for each and every point that needed emphasizing in order to help  
people to remember it. Harvey T. Carter had been guiding for the Iowa Mountaineers,  
Inc. from 1954 through 1996. He is one of Americaôs legendary Colorado rock climbers 
and mountaineers. 
 

29. Each of Jim Ebertôs course participants has to construct 35 top rope anchor systems 
that will involve over 120 perfectly placed chocks in solid, non -adjoining cracks 
throughout the entire seven -day course. Another 35 anchors will secure the belayer 
with a re-directed belay at the bottom of each climb, unless it is for a traditional belay  
for on top of the climb.  
 
30. During 37 years of teaching his National Top Rope Instructor Certification Course, Jim 
Ebert has been involved during his courses with checking over 126,000 perfectly 
equalized anchor system set-ups and with checking to make sure each and every chock 
was perfectly placed in only the very, most solid rock cracks, and during 37 years, this 
has involved checking and evaluating over 504,000 perfectly placed individual chocks 
with not one single marginally placed chock or a single marginal rock crack, ever 
accepted. Jim only accepted four perfectly placed chocks in very solid, non-adjoining 
cracks, nothing less was accepted for a single equalized anchor system during his course. 
 
31. Jim Ebertôs course was the first in the nation to emphasize to never, ever climb 
or rappel on someone elseôs climbing or rappelling anchor systems until you have 
first, personally checked out their entire anchor system for complete safety, and checked 
the way they have used all of their climbing equipment for safety. People have been  
killed when they became lazy and assumed correct anchor set ups by others when 
climbing on someone elseôs climbing rope. Many fatalities have occurred when the 
anchor system failed, or when the climbing equipment used within the system failed  
because it had been improperly used. 
 
32. One example to make this point. At Devilôs Lake State Park, Wisconsin, a climber 
who had already ascended the seven highest mountain summits on each of 
seven continents, including Mount Everest, was climbing on someone elseôs rope, and 
had already ascended to the top of an 80 foot climb and was about to lean back to be  
lowered down, when two climbers who were walking  along the top of the climb,  
noticed that his climbing rope was not going through any carabiners on the top  
anchor sling that was hanging down over the top edge of the climb, only through  
nylon webbing. These two climbers realized what was about to happen,  so they 
both screamed simultaneously at him to not put any weight on his  rope, to not lean back!  
Had this climber continued to lean back or if he had placed any of his body weight on the tiny 
bit of webbing that had not yet melted through, it would  have easily snapped and he would 
have plummeted 80 feet to his death. The climbers  who placed this anchor system had not 



known that the climbing rope should be  running through carabiners at the end of the top rope 
extension anchor sling  hanging down over the t op edge, instead they ran the climbing rope 
directly through the nylon webbing that was hanging down over  the climbing wall with no 
carabiners. They had nylon on nylon which easily melts like a hot knife through butter. You can 
imagine how lucky this experienced mountaineer felt to still be alive after almost losing his life 
in a top rope rock climbing area, especially having already climbed Mount Everest and all of the 
other highest peaks on seven continents around the world. 
 
33. Jim Ebertôs course was the first in the nation to teach all the proper ways to use all  
of the climbing equipment and then during th e course he specifically defines and explains 
all of the 35 different ways to use various pieces of climbing equipment incorrectly with  
documented cases of each misuse that had already resulted in a fatality of a top rope  
climber, or that had resulted in a tragic life changing injury of a top rope climber.  
 
34. Jim Ebertôs course was the first in the nation to specifically list all of the obvious 
top rope risks and hazards in top rope climbing areas all across the country with 
documented reports from around the nation revealing each specific cause of a 
serious mishap, injury and/or a fatality of a top rope climber.  
 
35. Jim Ebertôs course was the first in the nation to emphasize proper top rope site  
management procedures that eliminated every risk and every single risk management 
concern. 
 
36. Jim Ebertôs course was the first in the nation to teach all of the potential dangers 
to be found in all top rope areas and specifically taught the safety procedures that must 
be implemented to safeguard against every single potential hazard in order to keep the  
top rope climbing site and the climbing group completely safe.  
 
37. Jim Ebertôs course was the first course in the nation to cover Judgment with many  
examples that revealed all the many errors in leadership decisions and judgment with 
28 specific examples of poor top rope leadership decisions that were made in top rope 
areas across the country that cost someone in their group their life or a life altering  
injury.  
 
38. Jim Ebertôs course was the first in the nation to teach what should always be 

considered and followed when trying to assess the many types of decision making 
choices that need to be made by top rop e climbing leaders to reduce 
risk, prevent injuries and avoid fatalities.  
 
39. Jim Ebertôs course was the first in the nation to teach the many techniques for 
proper hiking, i.e., the rest step, the hip roll, six different techniques that  
save energy while hiking on trails both to and from the climbing area, and all of the  
necessary techniques and precautions that are tantamount to know to keep your  
top rope climbing group safe while climbing over each of the five different types  
of mountain terrain. This k nowledge made each of Jimôs course participants 
safer as they took his course but also when they were leading their own top rope  
groups over any of the five types of mountain terrain while traveling to or back from  
top rope climbing areas. 



 
40. Jimôs Ebertôs course was the first in the nation to teach the many hazards associated 
with each of five different types of mountain terrain and he had each course participant  
negotiate each of the five types of mountain terrain to learn the proper and the safest  
techniques for negotiating them, i.e., scree, talus, hard packed, forested and grassy.  
Climbers from all around the world have been killed while negotiating each of these  
types of slopes while on steep approaches or while descending from climbs in top rope areas. 
 
41. Jim Ebertôs course was the very first in the nation to teach the twelve basic 
principles for safe rock climbing that will keep each participant secure on the wall  
and from falling off the climb and from ever kicking or pulling rocks off the climb  
and down on others who might be below.  
 
42. Jim Ebertôs National Top Rope Instructor Certification Course was the first in the nation 

to teach top rope instructors the rock climbing skills necessary to best prepare them to  
rock climb safely in the many mountain ranges and climbing areas around the country 
where 50% of nearly all of the rock could be potentially loose; and how to rock climb  
without falling; how to avoid kicking and dislodging rocks with their feet or pulling rocks  
off the wall and down on th ose who might be below you; how to never trust and to  
never depend entirely on oneôs climbing equipment to keep oneself safe, but rather on 
your own climbing ability to not fall; and to not trust a belay from above to make one  
feel safe, but rather trustin g and depending on oneôs own climbing abilities to make 
sure that you will not fall and never depend on the person belaying you, and to never  
depend on your belayer or your belayerôs anchor system to hold you, and to always test 
your climbing holds before weighting them to make sure they are solid, and to use  
oneôs climbing holds properly and while always remaining on balance and using and 
maintaining three points of contact, and staying within oneôs own abilities and 
limitations and within oneôs own margin of safety; and being able to down climb with  
confidence every climb one ascends without falling and trying not to be lowered on  
climbs but rather learn to down climb; constructing solid bomb proof anchor systems;  
offer the safest belays and anchor systems; offer your group the safest top rope  
experience and managed top rope site, and use all of the climbing equipment properly.  
 
43. A lot of what Jim taught his course participants was influenced by Jimôs Dad, S. 
John Ebert, the founder of the Iowa Mountaine ers, Inc. and Harvey T. Carter 
who has helped guide for the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. for over 42 years, from 1954 - 
1996. Jim has climbed with Harvey T. Carter for over 36 years and has never 
seen him take a leader fall, and never once, seen him accidentally dislodge a single 
rock down onto other climbers below him.  
 
44. Jim Ebertôs course was the first in the nation to teach, to never, under any 
circumstances, dislodge rocks down onto others below you, and Jim Ebertôs 
course was the first in the nation that taught all of the many ways to avoid this  
hazardous and careless mistake. This resulted in Iowa Mountaineer members, 
who took Jimôs National Top Rope Instructor Certification course, and who were 
additionally trained by his assistant Iowa Mountaineer, Inc.  climbing leaders, becoming 
the very safest rock climbers and mountaineers in the world while climbing 1,303  
mountains in 17 Alpine countries involving over 78,900 member ascents. This is more 



people, more mountains, in more States and in more Alpine countries than any mountain guide 
service or mountaineering club in the whole world has accomplished outside of their State or 
Country. Not once has an Iowa Mountaineer member dislodged rocks down onto any of their 
own participants or onto  any other climbers involving 1,303 mountains that they have ascended 
during 78,900 member ascents in eleven states and 17 Alpine countries. 
 
45. Jim Ebertôs National Top Rope Instructor Certification Course was the first in the 
nation to offer the most complete top rope instru ctor skills training and skills 
verification and instructor certification.  
 
46. Not one single person started a climb or a rappel during any of Jim Ebertôs rock 
climbing training courses until Jim had personally checked every top rope anchor 
system, every single climbing harness, every tie-in knot, and every back-up knot, and 
every belay set up and belayer to make sure everything was correct. 
 
47. Jim Ebertôs course was the first in the nation to teach that the VERY first day that a top 
rope instructor becomes too lazy to check every single knot, every single seat harness, 
every single anchor system, every single chock, every person belaying, every person rappelling, 
and the maintaining of the safety of each person in their group all day long, they should qu it, 
not only for  that day, but never again be involved in a top rope leadership position. 
 
48. Jim Ebert was the first in the nation to teach that when using the cordelette, as one  
way to quickly equalize top rope anchor systems, to use double extension slings from the 
fulcrum knot on the cordelette to hang down over the top edge of the climb to offer  
redundancy, in case a knot is not correctly tied  on a single extension sling, or if the single 
extension sling is perhaps damaged, and then attach two locking  carabiners placed reversed 
and opposed, gates down, before attaching the climbing rope. This will allow course 
participants to stay back away from all exposed edges of climbs while setting up their anchor 
systems. 
 
49. Jim Ebertôs course was the first in the nation to consider it unsafe to hang out over the  
top edge of climbs while trying to equalize anchor slings or while trying to tie off a  
cordelette for a top rope anchor system. Jim emphasized this because top rope 
climbers were falling off the top of their climbs during the set -up process. To anchor 
oneself before getting too close to the top edge of a climb is tantamount for safety, but  
if the apparent risks are too great for your safety, do not set up that particular climb.  
Never set up top rope climbs where your group could be hit by rock fall from other  
groups climbing above you in the top rope area , or where people walking along a trail above 
your group can dislodge rocks down on your group, or even throw rocks down on you group. 
Jim teaches that where you can safety climb with a top rope group may not be where you 
might prefer to personally  climb, but the group safety always dictates where you can safely set 
up your group climbs. 
 
 
 
50. Jim Ebertôs course was first in the nation to teach that it is unsafe to allow anyone to be 

too close to the top edge of a climb when setting up top rope anchor systems. During  
Jim Ebertôs National Top Rope Certification Course, over 126,000 different anchor  



systems have been set-up for climbs and rappels at Devilôs Lake State Park and not one 
single anchor system ever required anyone to be close to a top edge when setting 
them up. Everyone should be anchored in while in all exposed areas near the edge of 
climbs and when dropping ropes to the bottom in order to see that people are out of the way.  
The fulcrum of the equalized anchor system should be no closer than 3 feet and can be 
back 10 feet from the top edge of the climb. Some top edges of climbs can be very  
dangerous and extremely hazardous. Once the double lengths of webbing are passed 
from the fulcrum of the anchor system and dropped over the edge of the climb and are  
observed to be safe while hanging down on the climbing wall by approximately 3 feet, the 
webbing resting on the edge of the climb will never move und er any circumstances as long as 
climbers who are ascending remain on route and do not try to ascend  adjacent routes from the 
same anchor system and they do not top out, but rather down  climb back down or are lowered. 
Never let climbers try to ascend another route next to  the climbing route  that was set-up. If 
someone wants to do another route, a  separate top rope anchor system and rope should be set 
up for that route.  
 

51. Jim Ebertôs course emphasized to always anchor oneself before dropping the climbing 
or rappelling ropes down the climbing wall or while sitting close to the top edge of a  
climb or while observing other climbers climbing other routes below.  
 
52. Jim Ebertôs course was the first in the nation that provided the verifying of each 
participant skills as they were demonstrated daily throughout a seven day course. 
 
53. Jim Ebertôs course was the first in the nation that taught course participants how 
to protect each participantôs safety while traveling both to, and back from the top  
rope climbing area, i.e. fixed rope, hand line, spotting, etc., and at the climbing  
and rappelling site and his course was the first that had participants demonstrate  
the proper and safe use of all climbing equipment.  
 
54. Jimôs course was the first in the nation to show top rope climbers how to extricate  

themselves from the belay anchor system and how to then offer assistance to an  
injured climber.  
 
55. Jim Ebertôs course was the first in the nation to offer each participant a seven day 

anchor setting learning process where they learned how to set up the safest top rope  
anchor systems. 
 
56. Jim Ebertôs course was the first in the nation to have his course participants, 
while being observed by Jim Ebert, set up as many as 35 different anchor systems on 
actual climbs and rappels that were used throughout the week, and after each  
anchor set-up was completed, Jim would critique and evaluate each and every 
anchor system before any anchor system could be used for climbing or 
rappelling. The other course participants were first asked if they would climb on each 
others anchor system and state the reasons why they would or would not.  
 
57. Jim Ebertôs course was the first in the nation that allowed course participants to 
set up what they thought were safe top rope anchor systems. In  reality, most of  



Jimôs course participants, many with years of top rope experience,  made many potentially fatal 
mistakes and showed many errors in judgment when they were first learning to set up their 
anchor systems which allowed Jim the opportunity to o bserve many thousands of potentially 
fatal mistakes during 37 years. 
 
58. Jim was able to quickly observe and detect thousands of potentially fatal  
mistakes during each of his 3,600 course participantôs 35 anchor system set-ups 
(126,000 anchor systems) during each of 310 weeks during the past 37 years, that 
could have resulted in a course participant making a similar fatal mistake later while on  
their own that could have resulted in the loss of their life or another personôs life. 
 
59. Jim believes that a top rope climber can be just as dangerous today as they probably 
were ten or more years ago if their top rope climbing mistakes are not corrected. Just  
because someone has remained alive for many years while top rope climbing, does not 
mean that they are any safer, or that they should still be alive. You do not want to be  
climbing with people who are unsafe. If someone has been climbing dangerously or 
incorrectly, Jimôs course will help them to become the  very safest top rope climber. 
 
60. Jim Ebertôs course was the first in the nation that allowed for all of the anchor  
system mistakes that were made by his course participants, to be immediately 
observed and recognized by Jim while everyone was still in his course, and while the 
course participants were still watching, learning, and evaluating each otherôs anchor 
systems. 
 
61. Jim Ebertôs course was the first in the nation that allowed participants to be able 
to immediately learn from each otherôs mistakes, to know immediately why a 
particular error could have become a fatal mistake, and then they were able to  
correct each mistake before the anchor systems were eventually used for 
climbing or rappelling during each of the 310 seven-day instructor training and  
certification courses. Every anchor system was completely corrected and made safe 
prior to actual use. 
 
62. Jim Ebertôs course was the first course in the nation that concentrated on 
providing life saving anchor system knowledge from observing anchor system mistakes 
made by each course participant during each course before they corrected them prior  
to use, and by walking around the climbing bluffs at Devilôs Lake State Park, Wisconsin 
to observe hundreds of other anchor system mistakes made by other climbers, and this 
life saving knowledge was passed on to each course participant throughout the week.  
As course participants would come upon each anchor system of other climbers at 
Devilôs Lake State Park, they would have to tell Jim if they would place their life on that 
anchor system, yes or no? If not, why? 
 
63. It only takes one unsafe anchor system to cost someone their life and Jim Ebertôs 
course was the first in the nation to discover every single one of his course  
participantôs critical errors in judgment involving all aspects of top rope climbing before 
any of his National Top Rope Instructor Certification Course participants graduated 
from his course. Many of Jimôs course participants had already been climbing for as 
many as four to five years before taking his course.  



 
64. It is believed that no other to p rope instructor certification course before or since  
has offered such thorough training as has Jim Ebertôs National Top Rope 
Instructor Certification Course. 
 
65. Not one of Jim Ebertôs 3,600 trained and certified top rope instructors, nor have any of 
their clients, ever been known to have ever had, or has it ever been reported, of a  
single accident occurring in 37 years. 
 
66. The University of Iowa was the first University in the nation to give 2 hours, later  
1 hour, of academic credit that applied towar d graduation to students completing  
Jimôs National Top Rope Instructor Certification Course since 1973. 
 
67. Jim Ebert is offering his National Top Rope Instructor Certification Course at Devilôs 
Lake State Park, Wisconsin to anyone who wants to become a National Top Rope 
Certified Instructor.  
 
68. Jim Ebertôs National Top Rope Instructor Certification Course does not involve lead 
climbing (and never will), and his course does not require anyone having to ascend any 
certain degree of difficulty of climb, it  does not require any prior top rope rock climbing  
experience, nor does it require any prior top ro pe group leadership experience, nor does 
anyone have to bring or own any of their own climbing equipment prior to taking Jimôs National 
Top Rope Instructor Certification Course. 
 
79. Each course fee from Jimôs National Top Rope Instructor Certification Courses will go 
directly to support children and adults with disabilities to attend Jimôs Easter Seals 
Camp KYSOC during the summertime.  
 

Jim Ebert developed the University of Iowa and the University 
of Iowaôs Physical Education Department into the largest outdoor 
skills training University and outdoor skills training department in 
the world. 
 
Å Jim Ebert personally taught over 6,300 University of Iowa students/I owa Mountaineer 
members each year, all out-of-state.  
Å Jim Ebert taught all of his University of Iowa students outside of Iowaôs State borders, 
the skills of rock climbing, hiking, backpacking, and cross-country skiing. 
Å Over 6,300 University of Iowa students, during 42 weekends in a single year, received 
one hour of academic credit from the University of Iowa who took Jim Ebertôs out-of-state 
Iowa Mountaineer, Inc. / University of Iowa training courses.  
Å Since 1973, over 33,900 University of Iowa students have left the State of Iowa and  
have driven over 420 miles round-trip to take a mountaineering related out -door training 
course taught by Jim Ebert. 
Å Each University of Iowa student/Iowa Mountaineer member paid Jim a $30 course fee  
that covered Jim Ebertôs staffing expenses that involved as many as twenty staff for 
each of 42 weekends per year. 
Å University of Iowa Students covered their own lodging, camping, food and arranged for  



their own 420 mile RT transportation in order to take Jim Ebertôs, Iowa Mountaineers, 
Inc. / University of Iowa academic outdoor skills training courses that he developed and  
personally taught at Devilôs Lake State Park, Wisconsin. 
Å No other instructor, academic instructor, Recreation Department,  Physical Education 
Department, or University in the world has trained more students ñin the fieldò out of state, as 
many mountaineering related, outdoor skills training course offerings with a greater number of  
students participating during a single year than has Jim Ebert, working for  the Iowa 
Mountaineers, Inc. and the University of Iowaôs Physical Education Department. 

 
Jim Ebert developed the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. into the 
largest instructional mountaineering club in the world. 
No other mountaineering club in the world (over 440 
mountaineering clubs) has taught more of its members during a 
single year (6,300 Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. members), 12 or more 
mountaineering related outdoor mountain skills training courses 
that were offered in two days or longer training courses, that were 
offered for University academic credit and offered 200 miles or further 
from their home base of operations, than has Jim Ebert and the Iowa 
Mountaineers, Inc. 
 
Å Jim Ebert personally instructed over 6,300 Iowa Mountaineer members / University of 
Iowa students each year in the basic and intermediate skills of rock climbing, ice climbing, 
cross-country skiing, hiking, backpacking, mountaineering and winter mountain survival training 
courses all taught outside of Iowaôs borders. 
 
Å Over 6,300 University of Iowa Students, Iowa Mountaineer members received one hour 
of University of Iowa (required) academic credit for taking Jim Ebertôs out-of-state training 
courses each year. 
 
Å Jim Ebertôs training courses were offered annually for University of Iowa academic credit 
that applied toward participating studentôs graduation requirements in superb outdoor 
training areas over two hundred miles away from campus from 1973-1996 involving 
58,928 students and Iowa Mountaineer, Inc. members. 
 

The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. under S. John Ebertôs and Jim 
Ebertôs leadership, became the most active Mountaineering club in 
the world, taking more of its members mountain climbing (78,800 
members) to more Mountain States, (11), and to more Alpine 
countries, (17 Alpine countries), and to the tops of more mountain 
summits (1,303 mountains) with more mountain ascents made by 
its members, (78,900 member ascents) more than any other 
mountaineering club or mountain guide service, or climbing 
school in the world, combined, 1940-1996. 
 



Jim Ebert was a mountain climbing and x-c-skiing and 
winter mountain survival training instructor for the U.S. Armyôs 
Recondo / Mecondo School at Fort Carson in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado, 1971-1972. 
 
Jim Ebert served as an Army Medic for the Fort Carson 
Mountain Rescue Team and for the Recondo School Mountain 
Instructional Team at Fort Carson in Colorado Springs, Colorado. 
 
Å Jim Ebert helped train over 3,000 Special Forces/Army Rangers/U.S. Military Servicemen in the 

skills of rock climbing, mountaineering, mounta in navigation, fixed rope installations, cross-
country skiing and winter mountain survival skills in North Cheyenne Canyon in Colorado 
Springs during two six-month periods, and on 11,000 foot Tennessee Pass in the 
Collegiate Mountain Range in Colorado during two six-month periods, during his tour of  
Duty, 1971-72 while he was stationed at Fort Carson, in Colorado Springs, Colorado. 
 
Å Jim Ebert helped instruct over 1,500 U.S.  Special Forces and Army Rangers how to rock 

climb, mountain climb, ice climb, negotiate five types of mountain terrain, and how to  
construct and negotiate one and two rope bridges, suspension traverses and Tyrolean 
traverses during two six month training periods in North Cheyenne Canyon in Colorado 
Springs, Colorado. 
 
Å Jim Ebert helped instruct over 1,500 Special Forces/Army Rangers and U.S. Military 
Servicemen how to cross-country ski, how snow shoe, how to build winter mountain survival 
shelters, and how to survive in the mountains in the winter while camping high on 11,000 foot 
high Tennessee Pass in the Colorado Collegiate Range during two six month periods. 
 
Å Jim Ebert, while teaching the U.S. Special Forces/Army Rangers in Colorado, lived in a wall 

tent and in a snow igloo that required the utilization of a Yukon stove to stay wa rm at his 
11,000 foot winter camp near Tennessee Pass for two six month winter periods during his tour  
of duty.  
 

Å The views of Mount Elbert, Coloradoôs highest mountain, was a sight to view and to 

behold each and every day from Jimôs military mountain base camp, as Jim and his Recondo 
team instructed U.S. military troops in x -c skiing and winter mountain survival training during  
two six month winter periods.  
 
Å Jim Ebert was also a United States Army Medic specifically assigned to the Recondo 
Team and to the Fort Carson Mountain Rescue team for two years and he went out on 
over a dozen rescue missions throughout the State of Colorado during his tour of duty.  
 
Å Jim Ebert participated with his Fort Carson Recondo School Demonstration Team during 
a two hour l ong mountain demonstration that was held three times per week for  
two months each summer during two summer periods in 1971 and 1972 in North  
Cheyenne Canyon in Colorado Springs that was offered to the general public to see for 
free. 



 

Jim Ebert has maintained the most active guiding and 
instructing resume involving the most people, accomplishing the 
most noteworthy destination objectives with more people in more 
States and to more foreign countries than any other mountain 
guide/mountain wilderness guide/ climbing instructor/ or 
outdoor educator in the world. 
 
No one else in the mountain guiding profession, or outdoor 
wilderness guiding profession, anywhere, has attained such a 
remarkable and unblemished safety record than has Jim Ebert, 
especially while personally helping to lead 58,928 people to the 
worldôs finest and most challenging mountain wilderness 
adventures in 11 Mountain States and in 17 Alpine countries, and with 
over 68,192 Iowa Mountaineer member ascents to the summits of over 
1,303 of the worldôs most famous technical mountains 11 Mountain 
States and in seventeen alpine countries. 
 
Not one of Jim Ebertôs 58,928 participants that he has 
personally guided on academic outdoor training courses, 
mountaineering camps, foreign mountaineering expeditions, or 
the 69,800 Iowa Mountaineer member person ascents that he, and his 
assistant staff, have helped guide to the tops of 1,303 of the most 
famous mountains in seventeen Alpine countries, has a single 
participant or single assisting leader, ever sustained a single injury 
requiring more than a band-aid, or an Ace wrap. This has involved 
over 544,040 people days, or 10 days for each person, that Jim (and 
his staff) has personally been responsible for managing them while in 
potentially dangerous outdoor mountain, wilderness environments. 
 
Å Jim Ebert credits his perfect 43-year guiding safety record totally because of ñGodôs 
Protective Hands.ò 
Å God has watched over and protected every single one of Jim Ebertôs participants and all 
of his accompanying staff. 
Å Jim Ebert walks daily in his relationship with Jesus Christ as his Lord and Personal Savior 
and has throughout his entire 43  year guiding career, placed every single participant 
and staff member totally into Godôs protective care. 
Å Jim Ebert would not for a split second assume any personal capability, by himself, to provide 
enough safety measures to keep any of his groups completely safe, as he knows quite well, 
there is nothing that can be completely  done to offset all of the multitudes of natural hazards, 
and all of the variable conditions that could have so very easily, caused serious injury, or in a 



split second, could have taken the life of any one of his participantôs or assistant staff memberôs 
lives while they were hiking and climbing with Jim throug hout the world.  
      Jim knows how vulnerable he has been taking people into the rugged outdoor mountain 
environments around America and the World, so he thanks God for His Protective Hands in 
protecting himself, his staff and  every single one of his participants beginning from Jimôs very 
first days of guiding nearly  43 years ago.  
     Jim could write a book on his personal guiding experiences on Iowa Mountaineer official 
trips, where God was able to show him what it could ñreally be likeò in the natural mountain 
world without His Divine Protection. Nobody has ever been hurt but  the realization was always 
made plain to Jim, that there were always plenty of things  that could go wrong. Jim has never 
gotten a big head and he has always remained humble. Safety has always been Jimôs #1 
priority.  
  
     The following incidents were some of  the reasons Jim has remained very 
prayerful and appreciative of Godôs Divine Protection for all participants on all Iowa 
Moun taineer/University of Iowa mountaineering trips and  training courses.  
 
     Sometimes God had to speak to individual Iowa Mountaineer climbing leaders with 
intuition or a sixth sense. For example, to get Harvey T. Carter, one of Americaôs finest 
climbers, to traverse off a new  route that he was putting up on Index Peak in the Beartooth 
Mountain Range in Montana just seconds before a rock avalanche of monumental proportions 
swept down the face where he had been moments before with his three other Iowa 
Mountaineer climbing participants, was truly Divine inter vention. There had not been one single 
rock that had come down the rock face that Harvey was leading that could have helped Harvey 
to make his decision to traverse off his new  route. Harvey admits he kept hearing a voice in his 
head telling him he must , right now, immediately, traverse off this route. Harvey recalls seeing  
this massive yellow band of rock, high above him near the top of the climb, and he remembers 
recalling in his geology course at college how a yellow colored ban of rock is the least stable of 
all rock masses, so for whatever reason, Harvey without any obvious good reason, led his Iowa 
Mountaineer participants off this route .  Just in time, because seconds later, the whole top of 
the mountain wall came crashing down the face of the mountain . Hundreds of thousands of 
tons of rock avalanched down the mountain, and directly on the route Harvey had been 
climbing. 
 
     Or, how Hans Gmoser, before he became one of Canadaôs finest mountain guides, was 
guiding the standard, ice couloir route, between the third and fourth peak  at the Valley of the 
Ten Peaks at Moraine Lake in the Canadian Rockies, when decided to back down off the  ice 
bulge in the middle of the ice couloir and seek another parallel route just as a huge rock  
avalanche swept down the couloir where he had been only moments before, with myself and 
my older brother during our younger years. During this climb , we had all been seeing and 
hearing an ever increasing number of small rocks flying past our heads. Hans Gmoser read the 
urgency of this situation perfectly, as he had us all back down over the ice bulge on this ice 
route, in reverse, and then he managed to get us traversed safely off  this ice route with perfect 
timing. A huge rock avalanche swept this couloir with a thunderous roar just moments after  we 
had vacated this route. Another momentôs delay or hesitation would have resulted in a very 
tragic ending for all of us.  
 
     Or, Jimôs ability and my climbing partnerôs ability to run away from a falling ice serac, that 



high up on the L inda Glacier Route on Mount Cook, the highest peak in New Zealand, 
had just broken loose from a huge hanging glacier, with a loud crack. It was  happening many 
thousands of feet above them and was now cascading down from high above at 2:00 A.M. in 
the morning. They heard the loud crack and were already running for their lives. They  glimpsed 
back with our headlamps, after  a thundering crash of snow and ice had plummeted into the 
ground exactly where they had been standing only moments before. The ground was piled ten 
feet deep in blocks of ice, and snow. 
 
     Or, while descending Mount Cook, the highest peak in New Zealand at 12,860 feet , after 
making the first  Grand Traverse up the North East Ridge and down the West Ridge with only 
one step remaining that separated Jim Ebert and his climbing partner from the last re maining 
rock of the mountain , and the glacier.  A snow bridge was covering a bottomless bergshrund, 
that was twenty -foot wide, and spanning a 300 foot area along the mountain wall . This snow 
bridge was separating the last rock of the mountain from the nearby glacier and to an easy 
snow slope that would have allowed an easy descent to a trail below, when it suddenly 
collapsed. The entire three-hundred foot long snow-bridge that was spanning the twent y foot 
wide bergschrund, collapsed, and with many hundreds of thousands of tons of ice and snow, 
plummeted deep into dark void below them. Jimôs partner had been in the motion of stepping 
out onto this snow bridge  just as it was suddenly collapsing beneath him with a th underous 
roar, but luckily, not  before he had transferred any of his weight onto t hat foot. If he had 
transferred any of his body weight  onto the foot that was placed on the snow bridge, Jimôs 
climbing partner certainly would have  fallen to h is death. Afterwards, as the dust and fine cloud 
of snow was settling, they noticed, miraculously, a twenty foot wide pillar of ice, about five feet 
thick, and three feet wide, still intact, that was all that was still bridging this twenty foot wide 
span connecting the rock wall to the glacier. Luckily, this  pillar of ice had all of the frozen foot -
steps still remaining intact from all of the seasonôs previous climbers, which allowed Jimôs 
climbing partner and he, one at a time, to successfully  cross over by stepping into the exact 
same foot-steps that had already been perfectly formed by  all of the seasonôs previous climbers. 
This pillar of ice was able to support each of their weight and remained intact while it bridged 
that bottomless, black eerie void below, before it too, soon  collapsed, only about fifteen 
minutes after Jim and his partner  had each successfully crossed it. That permanently changed 
the descent route that all future climber s would be taking to get off  Mount Cook who were 
using that route f or the rest of that climbing season. This could have resulted in a  very tragic 
accident and the loss of lives, but due to Godôs protective hands, it did not. 
 
      Or, when Jim Ebert and his parents were driving from Lima to the city of Huaraz (10,000  
foot high elevation) in a Taxi , to arrange the logistics for an arriving Iowa Mountaineer,  
Inc. Peruvian expedition, back when the mountain road across the Peruvian Andes to Huaraz 
was still a single lane gravel road that threaded tightly against the Andean m ountain walls with  
4,000 foot drop offs. The taxi that they were riding in, suddenly lost its steering capabilities. 
The taxi driver was seen turning the steering wheel like a spinning roulette wheel, and the car 
was not responding. The driver had been speeding when the carôs steering went out. When the 
steering went out, the driver  slammed on his brakes. We all suddenly realized both his and our 
helpless state. The car was going way too fast, it had no steering, the driver had slammed on  
his brakes, we were sliding on the gravel highway with locked brakes with no steering  
capabilities, and heading straight for a hair pin turn with a drop off of 4,000 feet straight below . 
The car kept skidding until it finally dropped over the edge. We had all shut our eyes,  
thinking this was it, that w e had all come to the end of their  lives. The front wheels of the car  



dropped off the edge before the car frame , that was dragging deeply into the gravel road 
surface, finally brought them  to an abrupt halt. When the car finall y stopped, half the car was 
hanging out into space with a 4,000 foot drop straight below them . With just a little more 
momentum, and with  just a slightly lighter vehicle, they would have gone off the edge and 
ended up like lots of other  cars had done that were seen 4,000 vertical feet straight below 
them. Both the driver of the taxi  and Jimôs mother had to exit through the back doors because 
there was nothing but air below  their feet. They  had to keep the majority of the weight in the 
rear of the car. A tru ck finally came along and pulled the car back from over the edge.  God 
directly influenced the car stopping only a foot short from the equilibrium of being a foot too far 
over the edge that would have sent them  plummeting straight down 4,000 feet to their  deaths. 
 
There are lots, and lots of stories, but this gives you an idea. All of these  
situations were within seconds of someone becoming a fatality. With Godôs protection, they did 
not. There are many more examples to help make the point about how God has  
protected Jim and every single one of his participants and every single one of his 
assistant climbing staff. 
 
Å Jim Ebert credits learning most everything about mountaineering safety and managing 
groups safely in the mountains, from his Dad, S. John Ebert, the founder of the Iowa  
Mountaineers, Inc. and from nearly 100 of the finest climbing leaders in America, and Europe, 
on how to manage groups safely in very dangerous mountain environments, and how to assess 
all of the many dangers safely, and how to take  all of the necessary precautions to safeguard 
each hiker and every climber while in remote outdoor mountain wilderness areas.  
 
Å Jim Ebert has also had incredible assistant climbing staff who were superbly competent 
amateur climbing leaders who assisted Jim with the mountain guiding and in helping  
him to make many of the lifesaving judgment decisions each and every day on each and 
every mountain while in each and every mountain region throughout the world for over  
43 years. It has been an incredible team effort.  
 
Å There is not one mountain guide service or any other mountaineering  
club in the world that has used so many extremely competent mountaineering climbing leaders, 
who were all so extremely gifted and talented at keeping their roped climbing party  
members safe, who guided them so well, and who were responsible for guiding more people  
on more mountain ascents (78,862 member ascents) involving more technical mountains 
climbed (1,303 mountain summits) in more mountain states throughout the United States  (11 
States) and throughout 17  Alpine countries around the world,  as did S. John Ebert, Jim Ebert 
and the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. climbing leaders who  helped them, 1940-1996. 
 

Jim Ebert is currently a Lifetime Member of the American 
Alpine Club. 
 
Jim Ebert has been a member of the Austrian Alpine Club for 
over 30 years. 
 
Å Jim Ebert has served six years as President of the Iowa 
Mountaineers, Inc.,1990-1996, and eleven years as the Clubôs Vice- 



President, 1978-1989. 
 
Å Jim Ebert is an Honorary Member of the Iowa Mountaineers, 
Inc. Other Honorary Members of the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. 
include: Fritz Weissner, Bradford Washburn, S. John Ebert, 
Joseph Stettner, Mrs. John (Ede) Ebert, Jurg Marmet, Tom 
Hornbein, M.D. and Hubert Schlpaschi. 
 
Å Jim Ebertôs Dad [S. John Ebert] served as the Iowa 
Mountaineers, Inc. Founder and President for 50 years. 
 
XVIII. Jim Ebert is a Professional 16mm Movie Wildlife and 
Adventure Photographer. 
 
Å Jim Ebert is one of the top professional 16 mm wildlife photographers and adventure  
film makers in America. 
Å Jim Ebert helped his Dad, S. John Ebert, who was for over 60 years one of this Nationôs 
premier 16mm adventure movie photographers and film -lecturers, film and present eight  
different 1 ½ adventure films of their adventurous exploits around the world . 
Å Jim Ebert and his Dad, S. John Ebert, filmed, produced, and showed their films all across 

the continent on  film-lecture circuits to nearly three million people that involved  
ñliveò film presentations, their films were narrated live  from on stage, in thousands of cities, in 
over 4,112 high school auditoriums in 48 states and in five Canadian Provinces to over 3 million 
people. For many years, Jim and his Dad (always accompanied by Jimôs mother) would give as 
many as 120 film-lectures during a year all across the continent as they showed their adventure 
films ñliveò from on stage. 
Å Jim Ebert has helped his Dad to film and to produce eight different 1 ½ hour  16 mm 

feature length films t hat were filmed while  on their exciting adventures that they had  
guided and directed to seventeen Alpine countries throughout the world to include:  
Peru, South America, East Africa (Tanzania, Kenya and Uganda), Europe (Switzerland, 
Austria, Germany, Italy, France, Spain, Slovenia), Western Canada (British Columbia and 
Alberta) & Alaska, Western United States, Spain, New Zealand, and the Mid-west. They kept 
their adventure films current by  returning to each of 17 Alpine countries as many as a dozen 
different times.  
 
Å Between Jim Ebert and his Dad, S. John Ebert, they have guided over 78,800 Iowa  
Mountaineer, Inc. members outside of Iowa, from all fifty states, to 11 western states  
and to seventeen Alpine countries where they ascended over 1,303 mountains with over 
78,862 Iowa Mountaineer member mountain ascents, and in so doing, they have 
documented their mountain climbing adventures in exciting, feature length, 16 mm  
movie adventure films, that showed each countries unique culture, each countryôs most 
beautiful landscapes and each of their Iowa Mountaineer groupôs most spectacular and 
most scenic alpine hiking and mountain climbing adventures in each country. 
 
Å Jim Ebert and his Dadôs (S. John Ebert) adventure films, were narrated live from on  



stage, all across the country, for over 40 years. They brought National Geographic quality 
filmed presentations, that showed each countries unique culture, its people, its art, its  
most historical buildings and locations, its most beautiful landscapes, and each countries 
greatest mountaineering and hiking adventures covering all of the most scenic places 
where audiences have traveled, or have wanted to travel on vacations, 1940-1996. 
 
Å The S. John and Jim Ebert had plenty of family adventure while leading their mountaineering  
groups to keep their audiences on the edge of their seats. Their films showed either Jim, Jimôs 
wife, Margie, Jimôs mother, or Jimôs Dad, S. John Ebert, or Jimôs older brother, John F. or his 
wife, Linda, in their adventure films, making mountain ascents in each country along with Iowa  
Mountaineer members. 
    
Å    Their European film showed the ascents of some of Switzerlandôs finest mountain peaks, i.e., 
the Matterhorn (14,962 feet) (traverse), Monte Rosa  (15,208 feet), the Weisshorn, the Monch, 
the Zinalrothorn (traverse), the Eiger, and the  Jungfrau. In Italy, the spectacular hiking and 
mountain ascents in the Italian Dolomites to  include the ascents of the Ortler, Italyôs highest, 
Marmalada (highest peak in the Dolomites by four exciting routes); the Dri Zinnen Peaks 
[Grosse Zinnen, Kleine Zinnen]  by two routes each; the ascents of the  Langkofel, Cimme 
Brenta, Sella Towers, Cimone della Pala, Camanille Basso de Brenta, and the world famous four 
day Iron Ladder Hike beginning at Madonna de Compliglio. In Slovenia, they showed the first 
American and the first American woman ascent of the North Face of the Triglav  (S. John and 
Ede Ebert)  climbing the 3,000 foot German Route as well as the Austrian Route on the highest 
mountain in Slovenia. In France, the climbing ascent of Mount Blanc and the climb of the 
Aiguille du Midi, both located in the French Alps. In Austria, they filmed the  climbing of the 
Studlgrat Ridge traverse of the Gross Glockner, the countryôs highest mountain. 
 
Å  Their East African film showed the first American ascent of many of th e peaks in the 
Ruwenzori Mountains-Mountains of the Moon, in Uganda, with the first American and  
the first American woman ascents on five peaks. In Kenya, one of the earliest  
American ascents of Mount Kenya and the first large group ascent. In Tanzania, the first and 
the largest American group ascent to the Uhuru summit of Mount Kilimanjaro (19,340 feet), and 
while in the Serengeti, an elephant charge that chased the Ebertôs safari vehicle for over two 
 miles across the Serengeti plains that came as close as six feet to their vehicle before the 
vehicle was able to pull away, they filmed a rhino charge that impaled their vehicle and nearly 
turned their safari vehicle over, and a wildlife sequence of an bull elephant impaling a mother 
rhino with its tusks and lifting it high into the air and slamming it to the ground and killing it in 
order to protect its young. The Ebertôs have shown their spectacular and unrivaled African 
wildlife sequences that have only been rivaled by National Geographic. During the 1960ôs and 
1970ôs, Uganda, Kenya and Tanzania were seldom visited, and by very few numbers of people 
viewing the wildlife while on game safari , compared to today. The filming of  African 
wildlife back then, was never better. You could get off the road and vehicle  paths and follow 
the animals on vehicle pathways throughout each National Park and Game Reserve with no 
restrictions. Today, you cannot leave the main roadways in the National Parks and Game 
Reserves. 
 
 
 
Å    Their Peruvian film showed the earliest American and first five wome n climbing 



Nevada Huascaran (22,205 feet), the highest peak in Peru, South America 
and the sixth highest peak in the Western Hemisphere and the first ascents 
and the first American mountain ascents, and the first American woman ascents of 
some of the most spectacular peaks in the Peruvian Cordillera Blanca. Over 120 peaks 
have been guided by the Ebertôs and their assistant staff, that showed the Cordillera Blancaôs 
first ascents and the earliest American ascents of Peruôs highest and most spectacular mountain 
summits, they showed the earliest American hike of the Inca Trail to Machu Picchu 
in Peru, near Cuzco, and they showed the first American ascent and first 
American woman ascent of El Misti (19,120 feet) (by S. John and Ede Ebert) at Araquipa, 
Peruôs second largest city, it showed the jungle, its inhabitants, the wildlife, and every  
unique thing to see and do in Peru. 
 
ÅTheir New Zealand film showed the hiking of the famous Milford and Routeburn Treks and 
 Jimôs first Grand Traverse of the Northeast Ridge/ West Ridge of Mount Cook, and 
the ascents of every mountain on the North Island, the rafting of its rivers, deep sea fishing, 
and every unique thing to see and do in New Zealand. 
 
ÅTheir Canadian film showed the first American ascent of Mount Victoria at Lake Louise in 

Banff National Park, Canada, the first American ascent of Mount Athabaska at the Columbia Ice 
Fields in Yoho National Park, Canada, the ascent of the Cain Face on Mount Robson in Mount 
Robson National Park, Canada, the first American ascent of Mount Edith Cavell in Jasper 
National Park, Canada, the first American ascent of Mount Assiniboine in Mount Assiniboine 
Provincial Park, Canada, the first American ascent of Bugaboo Spire and Snowpatch Spire in 
Bugaboo Provincial Park, Canada, and the first American ascent and the first American ascent 
and traverse of Mount Sir Donald in Glacier National Park, Canada involving Jimôs Mother and 
Dad. 
 
ÅTheir Alaskan film showed the first American group to drive the Alaska Highway and to hike 

and climb in McKinley (Denali) National Park in 1951, 1953, 1955, 1960 and the ascent of 
Mount McKinley, and the first mountain ascents of four peaks in the Eastern Alaska 
Range. The Ebertôs filmed Alaskan wildlife like it had never before been filmed. 
 
ÅTheir Western Film showed the ascents of Mount Rainier, Mount Baker, Mount Shasta, Mt Saint 
Helens, Mount Hood, in the Northwest, the ascent of the Grand Teton in Grand Teton National 
Park, in Wyoming, the first group ascent of Devilôs Tower, the nationôs first National Monument, 
Wyoming, as well, as the first woman ascent of Gannett Peak, the highest peak in 
Wyoming, the ascent of Granite Peak, the highest mountain in Montana, and the East Face of 
Longs Peak, the highest peak in Rocky Mountain National Park, Colorado and they showed the 
hike to the bottom of the Grand Canyon National Park, Arizona, and the winter traverse  
of the Grand Canyon National Park involving cross-country skiing 51 miles from Jacob 
Lake and hiking 26 miles across the Grand Canyon and then returning 77 miles back, the hike 
to the Havasu and Mooney Falls in Arizona and the climbing ascent to the top of Mount 
Whitney in California and they showed the best hikes in Zion and Bryce National Parks, 
Utah, etc. and the very first mount ain ascents of 23 of the greatest peaks in the 
Sawtooth Mountain Range in Idaho including the first ascent of Warbonnet Peak, the 
third ascent of Mount Heyburn, the Finger of Fate, etc. and some of the first mountain ascents 
in the Beartooth Range in Montana including the second ascent of Beartooth Spire and Granite 



Peak, Montanaôs highest, the first group of mountaineers into the Northern and Southern Wind 
River Mountain Range. 
 
ÅThe Ebertôs were presenting their world wide adventure films to Americaôs audiences from 
on stage showing their 16 mm original adventure films, (not a copy) before there was  
National Geographic channel, before there was an Animal Planet channel, before there 
was a Discovery Channel, before there was a Wild Kingdom, and before there were any 
survival shows, wildlife shows, and adventure films on cable. The Ebertôs never showed 
their films on television because of contracts that only permitted for personal showings  
to be presented ñliveò from on stage to ñlive audiencesò all across the country. 
 
Å Jim Ebert and his Dad, S. John Ebert, have documented on film many of the 500 Iowa 
Mountaineer, Inc. first mountain ascents and new routes and nearly all of the first , 
Iowa Mountaineer mountain camps that were placed in many mountain regions  
throughout the world where they were the first mountaineers or the first American  
mountaineers to first travel, hike and climb. Historic 16 mm film footage of this  
continentôs finest mountaineers ascending mountain peaks throughout the world, many 
times for the first ascent, or by the first Americans, has been captured on 16mm movie  
film. 
 
Å Many of the Iowa Mountaineer, Inc. ófirstô major mountain ascents and new mountain 
routes have been recorded in 16mm movies and 35 mm slides involving the countries 
finest amateur climbing leaders by S. John and Jim Ebert. These mountaineers that were 
filmed were in their prime while leading Iowa Mountaineer, Inc. members on mountain  
ascents throughout the world.  
 

Jim Ebertôs Family: 
Å Jim has been married to his wife Margie for 28 years. 

Å Jim and Margie have four children; James (their oldest), at age 7, in 1990, was the  
youngest person to ascend to the Kibo Hut at 15,520 feet on Mount Kilimanjaro in  
Tanzania. Jimôs son, James, wanted to attempt the hike to the summit, but Jim did not think it  
was safe for his son to attempt the hike to the 19,340 foot summit due to his young age, and  
based on the medical research at that time,  concluded that it might not be safe for his son  
to climb that high because he might not be as capable of adjusting to the rarified atmosphere.  
So his son, instead, circumnavigated at 14,500 to 16,000 feet , the hike around Mount Kenya in 
Kenya and is the youngest person to accomplish these two hikes (unassisted) and the youngest 
to do both hikes inv olving over 78 miles within a 12 day period of time. His son , James,  later 
became a Second Team, Junior College All American and he played two years of D-1 basketball 
at the University of Wyoming and is now  working in Newport Beach, California. 
 
His son Justin, has recently graduated from the University of Iowa and has helped Jim take the 
very first two individuals who cannot walk by trail to the bottom of the Grand Canyon National 
Park, and 10 miles to Havasu Falls, Az. and on the Inca Trail Hike, in Peru, S.A.  
His daughter Jean, is a Senior at the University of Iowa, and she too, has helped Jim take the 
very first two individuals who cannot walk to the bottom of the Grand Canyon National Park 
(Phantom Ranch) and 10 miles by trail to the Havasu Falls located on the Havasupai Indian 
Reservation, Az. 



His youngest son, Jared, also helped take the very first individual to the bottom of the Grand 
Canyon National Park. He is finishing his first year at Iowa Western Junior College where he is 
playing football on scholarship. He is a massive young man who stands 6ô5ò and weighs over 
284 lbs., he can bench press nearly 400 lbs., he has a vertical jump of 30 inches and he can run 
a 4.7 second, forty yard dash. He was a named second team Defensive Tackle in his collegeôs 
football conference, his freshman year. 
Justin, Jean and Jared helped Jim transport by trail the very first person who cannot walk to the  
bottom of the Grand Canyon National Park on November 28, 2008 and Justin and Jean helped 
Jim transport the second person to ever descend to the bottom by trail who could not walk on 
August 14, 2009, and the very first two people who could not walk, to Havasu Falls, Az. on 
August 10th, 2009. These were the very first  documented descents to the bottom by trail by 
anyone who cannot walk in Grand Canyon National Park history, and to the Havasu Falls, Az.   
Å Jimôs wife, Margie, has her Outdoor Recreation Degree from the University of Iowa. 
Å Margie Ebert bicycled 4,500 miles across America in only two months, sometimes 
peddling as many as 250 miles in a day, while always stopping at every scenic stop. 
She has bicycled eight times across Iowa, on Ragbrai. 
She has helped Jim guide the Grand Canyon National Park, the Havasu Falls and Mooney Falls 
area of the Grand Canyon in Arizona, New Zealand, Africa, Mexico, Canada and Peru. 
Å Jim and Margie Ebertôs four children have grown up traveling with them around North 
America and the World. 
 

Jim Ebertôs parents, S. John and Ede Ebert founded the Iowa 
Mountaineers, Inc., a University of Iowa mountaineering club, in 
1940. It became incorporated in 1943. 
 
The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. Active Membership, with Jim Ebertôs 
encouragement, who was serving as the President of the Iowa 
Mountaineers, Inc., voted to place the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. 
into In-Active Status in 1996, the year S. John Ebert died, at age 
89. 
 
Jim Ebertôs action to place the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. into an In- 
Active state was made as a dedication and as a commemoration 
to the legacy of Jimôs parents, S. John and Ede Ebert, the 
Founders of the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. who both died at age 89, 
eight years apart. 
 
The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. remarkable and unmatched 56 
years of history and its mountaineering accomplishments 
between the years of 1940 and 1996, has surpassed all other 
mountain guide services in the world, climbing schools in the 
world and all of the other 440 mountaineering clubs throughout 
the world, in providing its general membership of 78,800 active 



participants who have left the State of Iowa to participate on 
Iowa Mountaineer training courses, mountain camps and foreign 
mountaineering expeditions and climbing trips, the unmatched 
opportunities to climb to the summits of 1,303 technical 
mountains in the most spectacular mountain ranges in seventeen 
Alpine countries throughout the World, and in spectacular mountain 
areas in 11 Mountain States, either not previously climbed or where 
Iowa Mountaineer members were the first Americans to first climb and 
hike. They have maintained a perfect 56 year safety record. 
 
Å Over 78,800 Iowa Mountaineer members have traveled with S. John and Jim Ebert 
as they have helped lead 78,800 Iowa Mountaineer Members to the summits of  
1,303 of the highest and the most famous mountain peaks in seventeen Alpine 
Countries throughout the w orld. 
 
Å The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. became the most amazing mountaineering club in the  
world, and it became one of the most reputable in the world with unmatched  
national and international mountaineering accomplishments during its 56 year  
history [1940-1996] and not one of the other 440 mountaineering clubs in the world or any of  
the worldôs mountain guide services, or climbing schools has yet matched the Iowa 
Mountaineer, Inc. accomplishments from 1940-1996 in the Canadian Rockies, the European 
Alps, in the Peruvian Cordillera Blanca, and throughout the United 
States. 
 
Å S. John and Jim Ebert have helped guide over 78,800 Iowa Mountaineer members, 
involving 788,000 people days, or an average of 10 days per each person, that the 
Ebertôs were responsible for planning for and guiding their Iowa Mountaineer  
members throughout the world.  
 

Å The very first American mountaineering club or American mountaineering group to first visit  
and to actively climb in many of the worldôs finest mountain regions in the United States, 
Canada, Europe, Peru, Uganda, Kenya and Tanzania was the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc., one of 
the most unlikely named and located mountaineering clubs in the world.  
 
Å The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. was the first American mountaineering club and group  
of American climbers to first climb in many areas in the Canadian Rockies, in seven 
European Alpine countries in the European Alps, in the Peruvian Cordillera Blanca, 
and in seven mountain states in the United States. 
 
Å The headquarters of the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. was located nearly 800 miles from 
the closest mountain range and nestled deep within the tall cornfields and amongst  
the tall grain silos and windmills surrounding the University of Iowa Campus in Iowa  
City, Iowa. 
 
Å The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. w as the very first American mountaineering club to first  
visit and climb in twenty -eight of the worldôs premier mountain regions in the 



Western Hemisphere and around the world before any other American mountaineering 
club and before any American mountain guide service or climbing school, and before 
any other group of American climbers had first visited them.  
 
Å Many of the first mountain ascents, or the first American mountain ascents or new  
mountain routes were accomplished in each of twenty-eight different  mountain 
regions to the credit of the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc., who ascended all of the major  
mountain peaks in each of the mountain regions that had either, never before been  
climbed, or were climbed for the first time by the very first mountaineers,  
or by the first American mountaineers, or by the first women, or by the first American  
women, or never before or since have they been ascended by such massive numbers of 
mountaineers or by American mountaineers as accomplished by the Iowa Mountaineers. 
 
Å Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. was uniquely different from most all other mountaineering  
clubs in the world, in that, anyone from anywhere was always welcomed to join the  
Iowa Mountaineerôs major trips and foreign expeditions and could participate 
immediately from any State. 
 
Å S. John and Jim Ebert planned and led all of the Iowa Mountaineer summer 
mountain camps, but there were some years before Jim was old enough to begin 
leading major summer mountaineering camps when his Dad would plan the 
North American continent trips and he would have some of the continentôs finest 
climbing leaders and mountain camp managers take charge of the Iowa Mountaineerôs 
mountain camps in the Western United States and in the Canadian Rockies. This 
included Jimôs older brother, John F. Ebert, as well as Harvey T. Carter, Hans Gmoser, 
Wilbur Davis, and Chuck Armstrong. 
 
Å All of the Iowa Mountaineer foreign mountaineering expeditions and instructional  
training courses were led by S. John Ebert and Jim Ebert. The first mountain camp 
that Jim Ebert led involved taking 72 Iowa Mountaineer members eight miles by  
hiking trail to Clear Lake situated in the Southern Wind Rivers Mountain Range in 
Wyoming with the base camp situated just below Haystack Peak. Harvey T. Carter 
and Jim Ebert established three new routes up the sheer faces of Haystack, Temple 
and Scheisler Peak and over 380 member ascents were made during the camp on 
twelve mountains in the Southern Wind River Mountain Range of Wyoming. Jim 
Ebert was 22 years of age. 
 
Å Not so strangely, many Iowa Mountaineer members living in Iowa who eventually  
fell in love with the mountains, invariably moved to the mountains, and those who  
stayed in Iowa City, Iowa were usually too often too busy with school or in trying to  
make a living to be involved with the full time work of operating a 501(C) 3, Not for  
Profit, University of Iowa Mountaineering Club. 
 
Å The Iowa Mountaineers always allowed and encouraged people with a vast range of 
differing climbing and hiking abilities to participate, and new mem bers were 
immediately welcomed by the Ebertôs and by the entire Iowa Mountaineer 
membership and climbing staff. 
 



Å S. John and Jim Ebert always extended a wide-open, open-armed, open-invitation 
policy to anyone from anywhere from all fifty states to feel i mmediately welcomed to 
participate on any and all of the Iowa Mountaineer mountain camps and foreign  
mountaineering expeditions. 
 
Å Only a handful of long time loyal members, year after year, offered to help S. John,  
Ede and Jim Ebert to do the necessary work of operating the Iowa Mountaineers,  
Inc. to include: Margie Ebert, Joan Cox, Hally Adams, and Olga Will. 
 
Å S. John Ebert and the Iowa Mountaineer, Inc. at the University of Iowa founded the  
first Travel-Adventure Film Lecture Series west of the Mississippi River in 1940, and 
it became the third longest operated adventure film series course in North America  
up to the time it ended in 1996. Over 800 world renowned adventurers have shown  
their 16 mm adventure films on the Iowa Mountaineer, Inc. film lectu re series that 
was viewed by over 1,200,000 film-lecture ticket holders during 56 years. 
 
Å S. John and Jim Ebert sought out some of the very finest amateur climbing leaders 
in the country, with some coming from a few of the major mountaineering clubs  
from throughout the country to help them on Iowa Mountaineer, Inc.  
mountaineering camps and foreign mountaineering expeditions to include, the  
Chicago Mountaineering Club, the Colorado Mountain Club, the Mazamas, 
the Wasatch Mountaineering Club and the Seattle Mountaineers. 
 
Å S. John and Jim Ebert advertised their Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. trips across the 
nation seeking participants from all corners of the country; and they also sought new  
participation from each of the countryôs major mountaineering clubs. 
 
Å Recruited amateur climbing leaders who were independent, not belonging to a  
mountaineering club, and those who were from many of the countryôs finest 
mountaineering clubs, supplemented the many quality Iowa Mountaineer climbing  
leaders that the club was able to train, develop and supply for themselves.  
 

Å Jim Ebert credits learning all that he ever knew about how to work safely with  
mountaineering groups both in mountain regions and on the mountains throughout  
the world, from his Dad, S. John Ebert. 
 
Å The Ebertôs, as the leaders and the organizers of nearly all of the Iowa 
Mountaineerôs major mountaineering camps and foreign mountaineering expeditions 
and trips, always invited other top amateur climbing leaders from other  
mountaineering clubs from throughou t the continent and the world to help them to  
provide the very best mountain instruction training, the very best mountain skills  
instruction and the very best and the very safest mountain guiding supervision and  
leadership for all of its membership on every mountain that they climbed and in  
every mountain region where they traveled.  
 
Å Because S. John and Jim Ebert were always going into new mountain regions where 
few, if any, Americans had previous climbed, they were able to attract the  
continentôs finest climbing leaders. 



Å S. John and Jim Ebert never compromised on mountain safety, and the climbing 
leaders who assisted them always willingly complied with the safest mountain 
climbing guidelines and the safest mountain climbing standards in the world.  
 
Å It  was standard procedure for all climbing leaders assisting on all Iowa Mountaineer 
mountain camps and foreign mountaineering expeditions to be instructed by S. John 
and/or Jim Ebert to always remain within their margin of safety, to always remain  
within each participantôs margin of safety, to always select mountain climbing routes 
that were both safe for themselves and safe for the Iowa Mountaineer participants,  
and to keep everyone within their energy reserves, climbing abilities, and margin of  
safety and at no time were they to go against their own instincts about when they  
thought they should turn back due to approaching bad weather or deteriorating  
mountain conditions, or were they to ever push beyond what they or the participants  
could do safely and they were to always rope up and to belay on all exposed terrain.  
Safety was never to be compromised under any circumstances. Turning back was 
the first and the earliest option that the Ebertôs wanted their climbing staff to 
consider if things were not looking  good. The Ebertôs stressed that at no time were 
the climbing leaders to assume the climbing skills of Iowa Mountaineer participants,  
and to never depend on Iowa Mountaineer club members to be able to safeguard  
their lives, and to avoid putting themselves into critical situations that would ever  
depend on someone else having to keep them safe, and to not attempt any route  
unless they were absolutely certain that the climbers on their rope knew very well  
the techniques that they were expected to use that wou ld be necessary to safely 
negotiate that mountain terrain, and to climb accordingly. Climbing schools were  
always held during every mountain camp and on every foreign mountaineering  
expedition to allow participants to refresh their infrequently used climbi ng 
techniques, perhaps last used during the last trip, maybe a year ago, so it was  
important for everyone to practice the various climbing techniques once again so  
they would all become familiar with them again, which also allowed the climbing  
leaders to teach the climbing techniques that they expected each participant to use 
and the opportunity for them to observe and to evaluate the climbing abilities of all of  
the Iowa Mountaineer participants before ever taking any of the participants out on  
the mountain routes. 
 
Å The camaraderie, the singing and the fellowship around the evening campfires while 
camped deep within the mountain wilderness areas and within the most  
spectacular mountain ranges on the North American continent, bonded Iowa 
Mountaineer members together for a lifetime and it was one of the many reasons many  
Iowa Mountaineer participants and climbing leaders came back together year after year. The 
mountain climbing was always superb, unmatched by any other American mountaineering club 
or mountain guide service, but the evening campfire fellowship with wonderful  
people, unless you have experienced it to know the power that this has, was a major  
reason people kept coming back to the mountains year after year with the Iowa  
Mountaineers, Inc. There was no other ólikeô experience on Earth. To have Iowa 
Mountaineer groups of 65 to 75 mountaineers listening to and singing with Joe and  
Paul Stettnerôs great singing and yodeling, with Hans Gmoserôs great singing, 
guitar playing and his superb yodeling, our Austrian climbing leaderôs singing and 
playing their guitars and their incredible yodeling, Herman Jauchôs accordion 



and harmonica playing, Charlotte Hubertôs guitar and her great singing, and 
Dr. Jim Osbornôs guitar and singing, Gail Hartwigôs guitar and singing, 
were all nighttime campfire experiences that will never again be duplicated  
in any of the mountain ranges throughout North America. When the Iowa  
Mountaineers, Inc first visited most all of the mountain regions throughout  
North America, they were the only mountaineers and hikers within the entire  
mountain range. No other mountaineers or hikers were seen anywhere in the  
entire mountain range during any of the earlier Iowa Mountaineer  
14-day summer mountaineering camps in the western states and in t he 
Provinces of British Columbia and Alberta, Canada. 
 
Å Since the State of Iowa did not have but a few areas to rock climb, and with no  
mountains within nearly 800 miles in any direction, the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. with  
S. John and Jim Ebert as trip leaders, were able to seek out mountain ranges and 
mountain regions totally unvisited by any other American mountaineering clubs,  
American mountain guide services, American climbing schools or American climbers. 
 
Å Most mountaineers from around the country wer e usually involved with their own  

mountaineering clubs within their own state and were usually quite devoted in  
helping with the necessary climbing leadership to keep their own club membership 
happy who were living within their clubôs local mountain regions. 
 
Å Very rarely did mountaineering clubs sponsor outings or expeditions outside of their  
regional state area or outside of the country except for expeditions to the worldôs 
highest mountains. Why would they need to venture outside their state? It would  
take most people a lifetime to climb all of the mountains above 12,000 feet just  
within the state of Colorado that are estimated to be about 2,000 mountains.  
 
Å Most mountaineering clubôs foreign mountaineering expeditions usually involved a 
small group of only the top, elite, selected climbers from their mountaineering club  
that seldom included many of the average mountaineers. Many times these 
expeditions involved cliques not open to other interested club climbers.  
 
Å S. John and Jim Ebert and the Iowa Mountaineers believed that people of all abilities 
should be able to participate so they could enjoy the exciting mountain ascents of  
the worldôs most famous mountains, so they recruited the continentôs and the 
worldôs finest amateur mountain leadership to help them to achieve this goal.  
 
Å S. John and Jim Ebert always reimbursed their amateur climbing leaderôs who joined 
them on the North American continent with round -trip gas and oil that was required  
to get them to the mountain regions where they were going  to assist the Iowa 
Mountaineers, Inc. The Ebertôs considered this a very fair remuneration because it 
allowed Americaôs and Canadaôs finest amateur climbing leaders to join their summer 
mountain camps anywhere on the continent. Many of these climbing leaders were 
giving up their own free time normally spent climbing with their own climbing  
partners who they knew well and with whom they trusted, and they were instead  
being asked to join the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. and to climb with climbers who they  
did not know and who were perhaps of only average climbing abilities. 



 
Å Some of the most superb amateur climbing leaders, once they joined the Iowa  
Mountaineers, Inc. for one mountaineering camp, many times, continued helping the  
club for as many as ten, twenty,  thirty, forty and more years such as Harvey T.  
Carter (42 years, from 1954-1996) from Colorado, Harold Walton (42 years, from 
1954-1996) from Colorado, Harold Goodro (35 years, from 1961-1996) from Utah,  
Clair Brown (9 years, from 1961-1969) from Iowa, Br uce Adams (9 years, from 
1943-1951) from Iowa, Kurt Hofer (42 years, from 1954 -1996) from Austria, Hubert  
Schlpaschi (42 years, from 1954-1996) and Hans Schlpaschi (42 years, from 1954- 
1996) from Austria, Jock Glidden (4 years, from 1981-1984), Ken Jones (10 years, 
from 1947 to 1957) from Canada, Franz Mohling (5 years, from 1979-1983) from 
Colorado, Hans Gmoser (8 years, from 1956-1964) from Canada, John Evans (4 
years, from 1961 to 1964) from Colorado, Hans Schwarz (27 years, from 1969-1996) 
from Canada, John Filsinger (31 years, from 1965-1996) from Pennsylvania, Mike 
Bogart (20 years, from 1976-1996) from Utah, Paul Petzolt (2 years, 1947-1948) 
from Wyoming, Dennis Turville (20 years, from 1976 -1996) from Utah, Joe Stettner 
(from 1943, until he died) an d Paul Stettner (from 1943 until he died) from Chicago,  
Illinois, John Speck (4 years, from 1945-1948) from Chicago, Illinois, Bill Primak (4 
years, from 1953-1957) from Chicago, Illinois, Olef Swartling (38 years, from 1958 - 
1996) from Madison, Wisconsin, Bob Wilson (18 years, from 1978-1996) from 
Gresham, Washington; Hans Steyskal (18 years, from 1978-1996) from Ohio, etc.  
This lists just a small number of the extremely competent and skilled climbing  
leaders who remained loyal to the Iowa Mountaineers, In c. who assisted with many 
years of guiding for S. John and Jim Ebert on many Iowa Mountaineer, Inc.  
mountaineering camps and foreign mountaineering expeditions. 
 

Å Jim Ebertôs Dad, S. John Ebert, nearly always had his wife, Ede, 
accompanying him on nearly every mountaineering camp he led, on every foreign 
mountaineering expedition that he led and on every mountain he climbed. Ede  
Ebert, who was a Registered Nurse, became one of the most accomplished woman 
mountaineers in North America and one of the first w omen to join the American Alpine Club 
and one of the first American women to join the Austrian Alpine Club. Ede Ebert had 
ascended many hundreds of the highest and the most famous mountains in seven western 
states, and in 17 alpine countries, including the highest and most famous peaks in Canada, 
becoming the first woman and first American woman to ascend Mount Assiniboine, she had the 
first American ascent and the first American woman ascent and traverse and only 
the second traverse on record (at that time ) of Mount Sir Donald in Glacier National 
Park, Canada, she climbed in eight European Alpine countries including the first 
American and first American woman ascent of the 3,000 foot North Face of the  
Triglav, ascending the German Route and the Austrian Route, on the highest mountain in  
Slovenia, she climbed the Matterhorn in Switzerland, the Gross Glockner in Austria, the Grosse 
and Kliene Zinnen in the Dolomites of Italy, Mont Blanc in France, and others, she 
climbed in the Ruwenzori Mountains, (Mountains of the Moon) in Uganda, and Mount Kenya in 
Kenya and Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania in East Africa, and she had many dozens of first 
mountain ascents and first woman ascents on mountain peaks above 18,000 feet in the 
Cordillera Blanca in Peru including the first American ascent and first American 
woman ascent of El Misti (19,150 feet) near Arequipa, the second largest city 



in Peru, the first Woman ascent of Ishinka, Urus, etc. Ede Ebert had three young boys with her 
on many of the earlier North  American Iowa Mountaineer mountaineering camps making her 
accomplishments even more remarkable. 
 
Å S. John Ebert and Jim Ebert and the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. were free and 
completely unrestricted every summer to leave Iowa and to take with them their  
entire Iowa Mount aineer, Inc. club membership who wanted to participate. People  
joined the Iowa Mountaineers and participated with them from the University of  
Iowa campus, and from around the State of Iowa, and from all fifty states and from all  
across the continent and the globe, to journey with them to the worldôs finest 
mountain climbing regions and to the tops of 1,303 of the worldôs most famous 
mountains in seventeen Alpine countries. 
 
Å S. John and Jim Ebert invited the very best mountaineers from throughout the North  
American Continent and from throughout the world to help them to achieve  
incredible American mountaineering exploration and mountaineering ascents that 
has surpassed all of the other 440 mountaineering clubs throughout in the world and  
every mountain guide service in the world. 
 

 Iowa Mountaineer, Inc. Accomplishments With In the 
United States: 
The following famous mountain ranges and mountain regions in the following states 
were first visited by S. John Ebert, Founder, President, trip organizer and planner, 
trip leader of the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. who organized and led the earliest 
American mountaineering camps that first visited all of these spectacular mountain 
regions where many first mountain ascents and new routes were established and 
recorded, or the first American ascents were established. 
 
Jim Ebert, at a very young age, joined his Dad, Mother and two brothers to become 
the youngest American climbers to first visit most all the following mountain 
regions to climb and hike. 
 
S. John and Jim Ebert have led 72 Iowa Mountaineer summer mountaineering 
camps that ascended over 640 mountains in nine western states that involved 5,760 
Iowa Mountaineer members who made over 46,080 member mountain ascents. 
 
The following mentioned areas include only the earliest Iowa Mountaineer, Inc. 
camps and foreign mountaineering trips that were involved with the first or the very 
earliest mountaineering, or the first or the earliest American mountaineering in the 
following mentioned areas. 
 

1. Alaska: 
Å The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. was the first American mountaineering club, and  
the first of any type of group, or guided group, to drive up the Alaska  
Highway in its entirety (1951 -21 participants; 1955 -31 participants) from the  
lower forty -eight states in order to climb and hike in Alaska before Alaska had 
become the 49th State. 
 
 



Å The Alaska Highway opened up in 1948 for highway traffic.  
 
Å The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. was the first American mountaineering club to first  
visit and climb in Mount McKinley (Denali) National Park, in 1951, and the first  
of any kind of climbing group, or guided group from the lower 48 States to first  
visit and climb in Mount McKinley [Denali] National Park, both before and just  
after Alaska had become the 49th State, 1951, 1955 and again in 1960. 
 
Å The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. was the first climbing or hiking group to drive the  
entire Alaska Highway from the lower forty -eight states to Fairbanks, 
Anchorage, Homer, Sewart, and to return by way of the Inland Passage by boat,  
1951. 
 
Å The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. traveled up the entire Alaska Highway using the  
Iowa Mountaineer club bus and a large open stake truck. 
 
Å Both vehicles had no seats, so participants rested on thick mattresses that were 
piled high on top of duffle, food, and equipment.  
 
Å The participants who were riding in these two vehicles without seats who were  
laying on the mattresses on top of the duffle and food in the rear of the vehicle,  
when going over large bumps or pot holes on the Alaska Highway would soar 
four feet into the air b efore coming back down. It was called the ñno parachute 
jump seat.ò 
 

Å Each night the Iowa Mountaineer group would camp out, cook and fish within  
the majestic Canadian and Alaskan wilderness and sleep under the spectacular 
starry sky and the Aurora Borealis. 
 
Å The drive up the Alaska Highway from the lower forty -eight states was a major 

ordeal in 1951 because the pot holes were huge, the gravel and the dust for the  
entire length of the Alaska Highway was terrible and the driving distances  
between gas fill-ups, car repairs and food supplies, in a few instances, were as 
many as 500 miles apart. The club vehicles had to travel many miles apart to let  
the dust settle just so that the vehicles that were following could see the road  
and the scenery. 
 
Å The abundance of wild animals seen and encountered during every scenic mile 
of the Canadian and Alaska wilderness on this highway journey made the entire 
10,000 mile round-trip drive from Iowa , seem like a wildlife safari. 
 
Å Not one single car or pickup was spotted on the Alaska Highway during the 
entire drive to Alaska in 1951, none in 1953, and only a few such vehicles were spotted 
in 1955. 
 
Å Jim Ebert was 8 years old when he first traveled the entire Alaska Highway with  
his parents in 1955 before Alaska had become the 49 th State. It is believed that  
Jim Ebert was the youngest person to travel the entire Alaska Highway [age 8,  



in 1955] and the Ebert Family was the first American family to travel the entire  
Alaska Highway both before Alaska had become the 49th State and it is believed 
that they were the first American family to drive it just after Alaska had become  
the 49th State. 
 
Å Jim Ebert traveled the Alaska Highway again at age 13 in 1960, just after Alaska 
had become the 49th State; and he has led Iowa Mounta ineer hiking and 
climbing groups on this spectacular 10,000 mile, round-trip journey eight  
additional times since. 
 
Å The stretch of highway from Banff, Alberta to Denali National Park, Alaska is one of the 
greatest adventure drives and one of the most imp ressive and one of the most 
scenic lengths of wilderness highway in the entire world and nothing compared  
to the grandeur of the unbridled mountain wilderness that was experienced on each of the 
Iowa Mountaineer, Inc. earliest highway journeys to Alaska.  
 
Å Jim Ebert and his Dad have filmed and produced a two hour, 16 mm feature  
length adventure film on Alaska that was filmed during 11 trips up the Alaska  
Highway since 1951 and they have shown their spectacular wilderness wildlife, 
hiking and mountaineering adventures along this journey up the Alaska Highway 
to millions of people throughout the entire North America continent during four  
decades of film-lecturing. They film-lectured for decades before there was a 
National Geographic Channel, Animal Planet, or Discovery Channel. The Ebertôs 
were Americaôs finest 16mm movie adventure photographers who took their 
unmatched filmed travel adventures to filled auditoriums all across the  
continent. 
 
Å Accomplishments of the Iowa Mountaineer, Inc. earliest trips to Al aska: Silver 
Twins, Mount McKinley [Denali] National Park [1951-21 climbers, 1st ascent; 
1953 and 1955, Black Rapids Glacier/Eastern Alaska Range, four first ascents, four 
mountains named including Mount James for Jim Ebert (31 climbers); 1960-33 
climbers]. Climbing leaders: S. John Ebert, Joe Stettner, Earl Carter, Hans 
Gsellman, Hans Schlapschi, and Harold Swartz. The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc was 
the first group of American climbers, 1 st mountaineering club to drive up the  
Alaska Highway to climb in Mount McKinley (Denali) National Park from the 
lower forty -eight states in 1951, Silver Twins 1st Ascent, and in the Eastern 
Alaska Range, four first ascents, in 1953, and in 1955. 
 
Å To indicate how stressful this kind of trip was on some of the participants, S.  

John Ebert, the Founder of the Iowa Mountaineers and the trip leader, had his  
best friend, Joe Stettner from Chicago, invited along as one of the trip climbing  
leaders. Joe Stettner had been S. John Ebertôs good friend for a lifetime and a 
climbing partner for over eighteen years. Joe Stettner, one of North Americaôs 
finest climbing leaders, established the Stettner Ledges route on the East Face 
of Longôs Peak that is considered to be one of the hardest climbing routes 
established in America up to that tim e. An Iowa Mountaineer trip participant by  
the name of Art Bartish from Davenport, Iowa was driving his own VW Beetle  
up the Alaska Highway and was paying for his own gas just so he could stop at 



any time to take his own pictures. He was a professional photographer. Mr. 
Bartish had graciously allowed Joe Stettner to ride in his car at times so Joe too 
could also benefit from being able to stop to take pictures without worrying  
about trying to stop either the large accompanying Iowa Mountaineer club bus  
or the large open stack truck that were both full of Iowa Mountaineer  
participants, each time he may have wanted to stop to take a picture. It seems  
that not too long into the Alaska Highway journey, Joe Stettner began not  
seeing eye-to-eye with Art about what  constituted a good picture worth  
stopping to photograph. Finally, one day, Joe was spotted standing all by  
himself along the Alaska Highway flagging down the two trailing trip vehicles.  
No sooner did Joe get into the Iowa Mountaineer Club bus, that my fat her was 
driving, did Joe give my Dad an ultimatum, ñEither you send Mr. Bartish home 
immediately, drop him from the trip right now, or I will never join you on  
another Iowa Mountaineer trip.ò My Dad tried to reason with his good friend 
Joe, explaining that the car belonged to Art, and that Art was paying for his own  
gas, and that Art had the right to stop whenever and wherever he wanted to in  
order to take his own pictures and that Joe did not have to ride in Artôs vehicle if 
he did not want to. Joe was so infuriated that Art did not seem to know a good  
picture stop from a bad one ,  and the constant stopping for what Joe thought  
were bad picture stops, sent him over the edge. My Dad explained to Joe that  
he could not with good conscience, drop a nice participant for doing nothing  
wrong. Yet my Dadôs decision to not send Art home that same day cost my Dad 
Joeôs wonderful mountain leadership and fellowship on many future Iowa  
Mountaineer mountaineering camps. Never again did Joe Stettner participate 
with the Io wa Mountaineers, Inc. as a climbing leader. Jim learned from this life  
experience that the extreme stresses placed on people, that are caused by a 
rugged trip or by a rugged mountain expedition, can make even your best  
climbing leaders and your best friends, capable of insisting on harsh and 
unrealistic demands. The importance of this lesson for Jim was learning to 
always treat participants fairly, and with dignity, and no matter what, even if it  
involves nearly a total stranger matched against a best friend, that the right  
decision and the safest mountain decisions should always be made fairly, based 
on facts, even if it might cost you your best friendôs future participation on all 
future trips.  
 

2. Arizona: 
Å Jim Ebert as leader of the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. members/ 
University of Iowa students, was able to guide more people to the bottom of the  
Grand Canyon National Park, Arizona than any other individual, group, outfitter,  
travel adventure company, organization, or any other mountaineering club or  
guide service in America. 
 
Å Jim Ebert has guided over 3,368 Iowa Mountaineer members / University of  
Iowa students on 84 one-week trips to the Phantom Ranch and to the Bright  
Angel Campground. 
 
Å Jim Ebert has guided each of his 3,368 participants over 80 miles of hiking from  
the Phantom Ranch area to Ribbon Falls, Roaring Springs, Clear Creek, Phantom 



Creek, Indian Gardens, and Plateau Point since 1973. 
 
Å Jim Ebert has also guided over 1,556 Iowa Mountaineer members / University of  
Iowa students on 53 trips to  the Havasu Campground located 10 miles deep in 
the Grand Canyon between the Havasu and Mooney Falls on the Havasupai 
Indian Reservation and an additional 16 miles round-trip down the Havasu 
Canyon alongside the Havasu Creek to the Colorado River. 
 
Å Jim Ebert has done more Grand Canyon National Park and Havasu Canyon (Havasu and 
Mooney Falls), guiding than anyone else in the world. 
 
Å Jim Ebert, in 1952, at age five years old, made his first hike to the bottom of the  
Grand Canyon National Park descending the South Kaibab Trail to the Phantom 
Ranch and ascending the Bright Angel Trail back up to the South Rim with his 
parents and two brothers. He hiked it again in 1967 to film the Grand Canyon  
for his Western Adventure film.  
 
Å Hiking leaders who have helped to assist Jim Ebert include: Margie Ebert, Chuck 

Huss, M.D., Brian Claxton, Ph.D., Diane Dew, Laura Fuller, Ph.D., Buck Howery, 
A.J. Howery, Florian Struder, Kevin Ingersoll, John Preussner, Mike Stoll, Glen 
Michael, Steve Guthrie, Harold Goodro, Tony Thompson, and others. 
 

3. Wyoming: 
a. Northern Wind River Mountain Range; Wyoming: 

Å S. John Ebert led the first mountaineering camp, and the first  
organized climbing group to first visit and climb in the Northern Wind River  
Mountain Range in Wyoming in 1941. 
 
Å The Iowa Mountaineer base camp was placed in the Wilson Meadows at the 
head of Dinwoody Canyon [1941 (5 participants) and again in 1948 (47  
participants)].  
 
Å Sixteen major peaks were ascended. 
 
Å Ten women participated. 
 
Å Several first mountain ascents and new routes were made on the first Iowa  

Mountaineer Northern Wind Rivers Mountain Range mountaineering camp and 
many of the peaks recorded the very first women ascents in 1941.  
 
Å Ede Ebert was the first woman to ascend Gannett Peak, Wyomingôs highest mountain, in  

1941. 
 
Å Today, Jim Ebert has guided over 125 Iowa Mountaineer members to the summit  
of Gannett Peak, Wyomingôs highest mountain, to the summit of the Grand 
Teton, the Stateôs second highest peak, and to the summit of Mount Fremont, 
Wyomingôs third highest peak. 
 



Å Climbing leaders: S. John Ebert, Erich Farber, Paul Petzoldt, John Speck, and Joe 
Stettner; other climbing leaders who have assisted Jim Ebert include Mike Stoll, 
Wilbur Davis and Jeff Statler. 
 
b. Grand Teton National Park, Wyoming: 

Å S. John Ebert led the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. and the first American  
mountaineering club camp to first visit and climb in the Grand Teton National  
Park, Wyoming (1945) [38 participants].  
 
Å The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. was the first mountaineering club  to hold a summer 
mountaineering camp in Grand Teton National Park. 
 
Å The main road through the Grand Teton National Park was at that time just a  
narrow dirt road with grass growing in the middle lane.  
 
Å Base camp was located at Jenny Lake. 
 
Å Eight major mountain peaks were ascended. Most all of these mountains did not 
have but less than a few hundred prior ascents. Grand Teton, Nez Perce, Mount 
Owen, Symmetry Spire, Middle and South Tetons, Mount Teewinot, and Cube 
Point. 
 
Å Twenty-five women participated. 
 
Å Several new routes were made, one new route up the nose of Nez Perce was 

made by Joe Stettner. 
 
Å Climbing leaders included: S. John Ebert, John Speck, Joe Stettner, and Allen 
Styles. 
 
Å Nearly 100 Iowa Mountaineer members have climbed the Grand Teton, Middle 
Teton, Teewinot, and Mount Owen with S. John and Jim Ebert. 
 
C. Devilôs Tower National Monument, Wyoming: 

 
Å S. John Ebert led the first group ascend of Devilôs Tower. The Iowa 

Mountaineers, Inc. was the first American mountaineering club, and t he first 
group of climbers to first climb Devilôs Tower National Monument [Nationôs first 
National Monument], in Wyoming, in 1948.  
 
Å S. John Ebert led the first group ascent of Devilôs Tower (1948) [27 participants 
in group, 17 climbers ascended Devilôs Tower, those who were not climbing were  
supplying water to the base to be hauled up the Tower].  
 
Å Seventeen Iowa Mountaineer climbers climbed the Durrance Route with all 
seventeen climbers reaching the summit. 
 
Å The group camped out on top of Devilôs Tower National Monument in tents and 



sleeping bags that were hauled to the top of Devilôs Tower. 
 
Å The Iowa Mountaineerôs group was at that time the first and the largest group to 
have ascended Devilôs Tower and to camp out on the top. 
 
Å Only a handful of rock climbers had ever before ascended to the top of the  
Nationôs First National Monument prior to this historic group ascent by the Iowa 
Mountaineers, Inc. in 1948. 
 
Å National Geographic Magazine published a picture story covering the Iowa 
Mountaineerôs first historic group ascent of Devilôs Tower in 1948. 
 
Å The Iowa Mountaineers recorded the second woman ascent of Devilôs Tower, 
Bonny Fisher, wife of husband, Cole Fisher. 
 
Å The Iowa Mountaineerôs climbing leaders of the historic first group ascent of 
Devilôs Tower include: S. John Ebert (leader), Joe Stettner (led first rope), Ken 
Jones (First Canadian), Paul Petzoldt, (founder of National Outdoor Leadership 
School), and John Speck. 
 
Å Today, Jim Ebert and his staff have guided over 460 Iowa Mountaineer members 
to the summit of Devilôs Tower via eight different climbing routes. 
 
Å Jim Ebert and his staff have guided 34 Iowa Mountaineer members up the 
Durrance Route to the top of Devilôs Tower and descended back down in one 
day, establishing a Devilôs Tower record for the most people to ascend to the top of the tower  
by a particular group on the Durrance route.  
 
Å Those who have helped Jim Ebert lead Iowa Mountaineer members to the top of  

Devilôs Tower include: Harvey T. Carter, John Preussner, Glen Michael, Dennis 
Turville, Mike Bogart, Jenny Hall, Andy Petefish, Phil Steel, Mike Stoll, Mike 
Friedrichs, Bill Alexander, Al Svoboda, and Jeff Statler. 
 
d. Southern Wind River Mountain Range; Wyoming: 

 
Å S. John Ebert led the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. as the second mountaineering 
club to visit and climb in the Southern Wind River Mountain Range; Wyoming 
(1958), [52 participants].  
 
Å Two hundred twenty member summit ascents were made on eighteen peaks. 
Å Base camp was located at Lonesome Lake. 
 
Å Ten women participated. 
 
Å Three first ascents of three unclimbed peaks and two second mountain ascents 
and four new routes were accomplished. 
 
Å Many mountain ascents were made for the first time by women.  



 
Å Climbing leaders included: William Primak, Whitney Borland, Dan Doody, Rodney 
Harris, Swen Olaf Swartling, and Ron Wiesner. 
 
Å Jim Ebert and Harvey T. Carter have since established new technical climbing 
routes on the sheer faces of Haystack, Scheisler Peak and Mount Temple when 
Jim led his first Iowa Mountaineer summer mountain camp to Clear Lake in the 
Southern Wind River Range with 72 people in 1969, at age 22. Clear lake 
provided such an abundance of trout that the entire camp enj oyed all they could 
eat trout throughout the mountain camp period.  
 
e. Bighorn Mountain Range, Wyoming: 
 

Å The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. was the third mountaineering group to visit this  
mountain range, 1970. 
 
Å Ninety-three members participated. 
 
Å Over 540 mountain ascents were made by members on eleven peaks. 
 
Å Eleven peaks were ascended by regular routes and sixteen new routes were 
made on ten peaks. 
 
Å Climbing leaders included: Chuck and Pat Armstrong (Outing leaders); Harvey T. 
Carter; Pete Cleveland, M.D.; Harold Goodro; Dave Smith; Frank Knight; Tony 
Peeters; Bill Widule; and Dr. Roger Weigand. 
 

4. Minnesota: 
Quetico Wilderness Area: 

Å The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. was the first mountaineering club to canoe in the  
Quetico Wilderness Area of Minnesota & Canada (1944) [25 participants]. 
 
Å Iowa Mountaineer participants canoed over 100 miles. 
 
Å Twenty participants were women.  
 
Å At this time, this was the largest group of women to ever canoe in the Quetico  
Wilderness Area for an extended two-week trip that covered over 100 miles.  
 
Å Jack Holladay was the canoe guide. 
 

5. Idaho: Sawtooth Mountain Range, Idaho: 

Å S. John Ebert led the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. on the first American  
mountaineering club camp, and the first climbing group, [before any mountain  
guide service], to first visit and to extensively climb in the Sawtooth Mountain  
Range, Idaho (1947)-64 Iowa Mountaineer members participated; (1954) -86 
participants; (1960) -76 participants; and 400 additional Iowa Mountaineers  
participants on five subsequent outings. 



 
Å The first two -week base camp, of many different Iowa Mountaineer, Inc. base  
camps, was located at Little Redfish Lake in 1947, later, at the end of Redfish 
Lake with high camps at the Goat Lakes, Alpine Lake, etc. 
 
Å Over Thirty-two mountains were climbed for the very first time in the Sawtooth  
Mountain Range and eleven mountains were named by the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. in 1947.  
With over 960 member mountain ascents. 
 
Å These mountain peaks and others were also ascended for the very first time by 
women. 
 
Å There were six mountains that recorded second ascents and there were many 
new mountain routes ascended throughout the Sawtooth Mountain Range. 
 
Å Over thirty -two mountains have been climbed for the very first time in the Sawtooth  
Mountain Range that were first ascended by the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc.  
members and many peaks were named by the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. in the  
Sawtooth Mountain Range in Idaho during 1947 and since. 
 
Å Thirty-three participants on the first Iowa Mountaineer Sawtooth trip were  
women, and nearly all of the thirty two mountain peaks that were ñfirstò ascended in 
the Sawtooth Mountain Range also recorded the first woman ascents. 
 
Å A Sawtooth Mountain peak was named after the University of Iowa, óMount 

Iowaô; a peak was named after the President of the University of Iowa, óMount 
Hancherô; a peak was named after S. John Ebert, the founder and President of 
the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. and the leader of the first group of mountaineers to  
climb in the Sawtooth Mountain Range, óMount Ebertô; and a peak was named 
after Mrs. John Ebert, óMount Edeô; to mention a few of the many mountains first  
ascended peaks that were ñofficially namedò by the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. 
 
Å Mountaineering accomplishments in 1947: Mount Heyburn (3rd ascent, 1st 
traverse); Mount Heyburn (North Face, 1st ascent); Warbonnet Peak (1st ascent); 
Anna Peak (1st ascent and named peak); Mickey Spire (1st ascent and named 
peak); Thompson Peak (1st traverse); Mt. Bush (1 st ascent and named peak); 
Mount Hancher (1st ascent and named peak); Ede Peak (1st ascent and named 
peak); Mount Ebert (1 st ascent and named peak); Pattyôs Pinnacle (1st ascent and 
named peak); Carter Peak (1st ascent and named peak); Harriet Knoll (1st ascent 
and named peak); Mount Iowa (1 st ascent and named peak) and others. 
Chockstone (1st and 2nd ascents); Eagle Perch (1st ascent); Mt. Perrilan (1st 

ascent); Alpine Spire No. 1 and No. 2 (1st ascent); Middle and South Spires (1st 

ascent); Grand Aiguille (1st Ascent); Quartzite Point (1st ascent); Flatrock Needle 
(1st ascent); Black Aiguille (1st and 2nd ascent); Elephants Perch (1st ascent); and 
others. 
 
 
 



Å Over eight 14-day mountaineering camps involving 680 members and 5,440 
Iowa Mountaineer, Inc. person mountain ascents have been made on 35 
mountains that recorded a 1st Ascent in the Sawtooth Mountain Range in Idaho 
by the Iowa Moun taineers, Inc., since 1947. 
 
Å The climbing leaders of the first historic Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. mountaineering  
outing into the Sawtooth Mountain Range in Idaho that ascended over two  
dozen mountains for the very first ascent included: S. John Ebert (leader); Paul 
Petzoldt; John Speck; Ken Jones; and Robert Merriam. 
 
Å Subsequent Iowa Mountaineer climbing leaders who have helped S. John and 

Jim Ebert to pioneer the Sawtooth Mountain Range of Idaho include: Wallace 
Adams; Whitney Borland; Herb and Jan Conn; Hans Heuer; Wally Joura, Bill 
Echo; Felix Hagerman; Rod Harris; Hans Gmoser; Harvey T. Carter; Dick Irwin; 
Kevan Branner; James Kolocatronis; Jim Mason; Doug Norris; James Osburn; 
Clair Brown; Hans Schwarz; Paul Stettner; Joe Stettner; Norman Dye; Gary 
Larsen; Mike Bogart; Karen Bogart; Jenny Hall; Dennis Turville; Harold Goodro; 
Wilbur Davis; Dr. Harold Walton; Jim Prichard, Kirk Nichols, Pat Lambrose, Mike 
Stoll, John Paup, Norman Bishop, Paul Stutsman, Dave Sowles, and others. 
 
Å Jim Ebert, with his assistant staff,  has helped guide over 250 people to the summit of Mount 

Heyburn, Warbonnet Peak, and the Finger of Fate among many other prominent technical 
peaks in the Sawtooth Mountain Range. 
 
Å It is believed that no other mountaineering club, no other o rganized climbing 

group, no mountain guide service has done more mountaineering or pioneer rock  
climbing or backpacking in the Sawtooth Mountains of Idaho than has S. John 
and Jim Ebert and the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc.  
 

6. Iowa: 
 
a. First mountaineering course first offered and taught for University 
academic credit in the nation. 
 

Å A new course, in 1949, was offered for the first time by an American University  
as the nationôs very first mountaineering course offered and taught for University 
academic credit in the nation by a major American University, at the University of  
Iowa. 
 
Å This course was offered for 3 semester hours and taught at the University of  

Iowa. It was called ñOutings and Mountaineeringò and was taught by S. John 
Ebert and Professor Arthur Wendler. 
 
Å Over 300 students took this course each semester for as many as five years. 

 
b. Jim Ebert developed the University of Iowa into the largest outdoor 
wilderness skills training University in the world with 6,300 students annually 
taking Jimôs academic/Iowa Mountaineer outdoor training courses out of 



state. 

Å Jim Ebert taught over 6,300 students annually, ñin the fieldò out of State, the 

skills of rock climbing, hiking, backpacking, cross-country skiing, winter mountain  
survival camping, mountaineering and ice climbing in Wisconsin and seven 
western mountain states and in the Provinces of British Columbia, and Alberta, 
Canada. 
 
Å These courses were offered for either one or two hours of academic credit  
through the University of Iowa.  
 
Å Jim Ebert taught for the University of Iowa for over 23 years and taught over  
33,800 students out of state who took his academic credit courses offered  
through the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. that applied toward their graduation  
requirements. 
 
Å No other University in the world has taught more students more mountaineering  
related outdoor skills training courses that applied towards graduation during a  
single year (6,300 students), or taught more outdoor wilderness related outdoor  
skills training courses (12 different courses), or had greater student participation  
(6,300 students in a year) that required students to travel over 420 miles RT from  
campus and travel out-of-state, or offered twelve different training courses at distances  
of 200 miles or greater than has Jim Ebert, the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. and the  
University of Iowa.  
 
Å No other mountaineering club, mountain guide service or University in the world  
has explored and has had more major mountaineering accomplishments and 
more mountains ascended (1,303) in more major mountain ranges in more 
foreign countries (17) and in more National and Provincial Parks throughout the  
world, or that had more member ascents (78,890) than has the Iowa  
Mountaineers, Inc. 
 
Å The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. has climbed over 1,303 mountains in 17 Alpine 
countries with over 78,890 mountain ascents by members. 
 
Å The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. maintained a perfect 56 year safety record.  
 
c. Jim Ebert taught a 3 Semester Hour Course for the University of Iowa 
Recreation Education Department for two years titled Outdoor Leadership/ 
Outings Trip Planning, 1986-87.  
 

Over 210 students took Jimôs course on the University of 
Iowa campus with a weekend each semester that traveled to Devilôs Lake State Park, 
Wisconsin. 
 

7. South Dakota: 
The Needles in the Black Hills, of South Dakota: 

 
 



Å The Iowa Mountaineers was the first American mountaineering club to first visit  
and climb in the Needles in the Black Hills, of South Dakota (1961) [44  
participants].  
Å Twenty-five different rock spires were ascended. 

Å Twenty-two women participated.  
Å The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. held the largest climbing camp to climb in the  
Needles in the Black Hills of South Dakota and had the most person climbing 
ascents ever recorded by one group during one visit that included over 750  
member ascents on 25 different rock spires. 
Å Climbing leaders included: Hans Gmoser; Harvey T. Carter; Clair Brown; Earl 
Carter; Herb and Jan Conn; John Evans; Pete Cleveland, M.D.; and Dr. Jim 
Osburn (Outing leader). 
 

8. Wisconsin: 
Devilôs Lake State Park, Wisconsin: 

Å S. John Ebert led the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. on the first mountaineering club to  

hold a summer climberôs camp outing to climb at Devilôs Lake State Park, 
Wisconsin (1943) [27 participants, mostly women].  
Å Seventy-six (76) new rock climbing routes were established throughout Devilôs 
Lake State Park on the West, East and South Bluffs. At no time before or since 
have so many rock climbing routes been established during one climbing camp 
period than was done by the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. All  of the climbing routes  
were also ascended by the first woman. 
Å S. John Ebert (leader), Paul Stettner, Joe Stettner, Bruce Adams and Mark Meier 
served as climbing leaders. 
Å Devilôs Lake State Park has served as the outdoor academic classroom and 
training area for over 42,600 University of Iowa students and Iowa Mountaineers  
members that S. John and Jim Ebert have instructed and trained there since 
1940. 
Å As Jim Ebert was growing up, from age 3, he eventually climbed most all of the  

climbs within Devilôs Lake State Park with his Dad and mother and Iowa 
Mountaineer, Inc. members. The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. would sponsor as  
many as 20 weekend outings each year to Devilôs Lake State Park during the 
early years of the club and weekend climbing groups would be as many as 80- 
100 climbers during each weekend. 
Å No other state park in the nation has had so many visiting out  
of state students receive University academic credit while enjoying the many 
superb recreational opportunities offered at Devilôs Lake State Park, Wisconsin. 
Å Jim Ebert has instructed over 45,900 University of Iowa students at Devilôs Lake 
State Park, Wisconsin from 1973-1996. Jim would spend as many as 230 days each year at 
Devilôs Lake State Park instructing his 6,300 University of Iowa/Iowa Mountaineer students. 
Å Over 6,300 University of Iowa students/Iowa Mountaineer, Inc members took  
University of Iowa courses that were offered through the Iowa Mountaineers,  
Inc. at Devilôs Lake State Park all in a single year that were taught by Jim Ebert. 
Å University of Iowa students/Iowa Mountaineer members took Jim Ebertôs basic and 
intermediate rocking climbing, basic and intermediate hiking and basic and intermediate cross-
country skiing courses for one hour of University of Iowa credit.  
Å Iowa Mountaineer staff members who have assisted Jim Ebert at Devilôs Lake 



State Park, Wisconsin during weekend training courses include: Margie Ebert, 
Brian Claxton, Ph.D., Mike Stoll, John and Julie Preussner, Diane Dew, Laura 
Fuller, Ph.D., Kevin Ingersoll, Glen Michael, Steve Guthrie, Jeff Statler, and 
others. 
Å Devilôs Lake State Park, Wisconsin was the mountain skills training area where S. 
John Ebert and Jim Ebert trained their Iowa Mountaineer members to get them  
properly trained for the rigors of climbing i n the mountains by climbing over the  
large talus fields at the park, climbing up and rappelling back down from the 120  
foot high rock climbing walls and ascending hundreds of different climbs to  
perfect the many types of climbing techniques necessary for climbing safely in 
the mountains. 
Å Jim Ebert began this Nationôs very first National Outdoor Top Rope Instructor 
Certification Course at Devilôs Lake State Park in 1973. 
Å Devilôs Lake State Park provided the excellent rock and rugged terrain for 

teaching the Nationôs very first National Top Rope Instructor Certification Course 
that trained and certified the Nationôs very first 3,600 Top Rope Instructors. 
Å Jim Ebert has taught his National Outdoor Top Rope Instructor Certification 
Course to over 3,600 outdoor top rope instructors in 310 seven-day National Top 
Rope Instructor Certification Courses that he has taught at Devilôs Lake State 
Park, Wisconsin since 1973. Jim Ebert has trained and Top Rope Instructor certified 
more people, than the AMGA, (American Mountain Guides Association), 
North American mountaineering clubs, and American mountain guide services, combined. 
Å Not one of Jimôs trained and top rope certified instructors has ever reported a 
single injury to either themselves or to one of their parti cipants in 35 years. 
Å The climbing leaders who have assisted Jim Ebert during the National Top Rope 
Instructor Certification Courses include: Michael Biggs, Harvey T. Carter, Margie 
Ebert, Mike Stoll, John Preussner, Kevin Ingersoll, Glen Michael, and Donnie 
Black. 
Å For six years Jim taught rock climbing at Devilôs Lake State Park for Camp Gray 
1993-1998. Over 3,000 Camp Gray participants, ages 10-18, learned rock 
climbing from Jim at Devils Lake State Park during the summertime during a six 
year period. Jim worked for two different Camp Gray Camp Directors. As many 
as 500 children each summer would be dropped off during each eight week 
summer camp period at a parking lot at Devilôs Lake State Park and each day Jim 
would walk each group of children up the West Bluff trail to five rock climbs he  
had set up on the West Bluff. He would teach them rock climbing and then have  
them ascend five 50 foot rock climbs before they returned back to Camp Gray for  
dinner. 
 

9. Colorado: 
a. Pikes Peak Crags, Colorado: 

Å The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. was the first mountaineering club to first visit and  
climb in the Pikes Peak Crags, Colorado (1963) [87 participants]. 
Å Eighty different climbs were made with forty one ñFirst ascentsò and ñnew 
routesò. 
Å Over 500 roped climbing parties climbed during this camp period. 
Å Thirty-five women participated on this camp.  
Å Women ófirst climbedô nearly all of these rock-climbing ascents during this outing. 



Å Climbing leaders on the Iowa Mountaineer Pikeôs Peaks Crags camp included 
Harvey T. Carter (Outing leader), Hans Gmoser, John Evans, Harold Goodro, Bill 
Echo, Art Spaulding, Pete Croft, Steve Strafford, Charles Walsmith, Rick Tidrick, 
Dick Long and Annie Carter. 
Å The Iowa Mountaineer, Inc. Pikeôs Peak Crags camp included the greatest 
number of rock climbing first ascents, new routes and person ascents that have 
ever been recorded by one climbing group or mountaineering club during a  
single ten day outing/camp in the State of Colorado.  
Å Jim was only 16 while on this Iowa Mountaineer, I nc. climbing camp, and it was 
on this two -week rock climbing camp that Jim really developed his love for the  
sport of rock climbing and mountaineering.  
Å It was during this rock climbing camp in Colorado, while climbing with some of  
North Americaôs finest climbing leaders that Jim Ebert realized that he wanted to  
spend as much time as he possibly could climbing and being in the mountains 
during the rest of his life.  
Å Jim Ebert has been very fortunate to having spent his entire lifetime, getting to  
know, learning from, and climbing with some of the worldôs finest amateur 
climbing leaders. 
Å Jim Ebert has cherished the opportunity to have climbed with Harvey T. Carter 
for two week long periods each year for almost 36 years. Harvey T. Carter is  
a one of a kind rock climber and mountaineer and no one has made climbing in 
the mountain ranges throughout North America more memorable for Jim and the  
Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. than having had those climbing experiences with such a  
great individual and mountaineer. Harvey T. Carter has guided for the Iowa  
Mountaineers, Inc. for over 42 years (1954-1996) and has made over 380 first 
ascents and new routes with the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc.  
 
b. Coloradoôs Collegiate Mountain Range: 

Å Jim Ebert, planned, organized, promoted and led the very first Cross-Country Skiing 
and Winter Mountain Survival Training Camp/Course inNorth America; at the highest 
elevation, for the first time by a major University and for the 1 st time offered for  
University academic credit, for the first time o ffered by a North American mountaineering 
club, and the first survival training camp that has trained over 600 people.  
Å The mountain/winter survival/cross -country skiing training camp was situated at  

11,000 feet. 
Å Over 600 Iowa Mountaineer members/University of Iowa students have slept out  
in tents, snow shelters, igloos at over 11,000 feet, and cross -country skied over 
60 to 80 miles on Jim Ebertôs seven-day cross-country skiing and winter  
mountain survival training camps in the Colorado Collegiate Range that was 
taught through the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. and the University of Iowa for  
academic credit. 
Å The cross-country skiing leaders who assisted Jim Ebert with the leadership for 
these winter mountain survival training camps/courses include: Harold Goodro; 
Mike Biggs; Mike Bogart; Dennis Turville; Dr. Harold Walton; Dr. Franz Mohling; 
Jenny Hall; Dr. Tepa Haronoja; Jim Bock; Phil Cloud; Ken Nolan; and Donnie 
Black. 
Å The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. have offered six two -week mountaineering camps 
to climb in the state of Colorado involving 530 Iowa Mountaineer, Inc. members  



who made over 5,830 member ascents on 112 mountains. 
 

10. Montana: 
a. Beartooth Mountain Range, Montana: 

Å The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. recorded the first major visit by a major  
mountaineering club that did the first significant climbing in the Beartooth  
Mountain Range, Montana (1966) [80 participants].  
Å Twelve mountain peaks were ascended. 
Å Three mountains were climbed for first ascents. 
Å Five mountains were climbed for second ascents. 
Å Six mountains were climbed for the first time by woman.  

Å Over 264 person mountain summit ascents were recorded by members. 
Å Climbing leaders included: Wilbur Davis [Outing leader] Jim Ebert, Harvey T. 
Carter, Kurt Hofer, Hubert Schlapschi, Wilbur Davis, Harold Goodro, Gary Larsen, 
Chuck Satterfield, Dallas Kloke and Kevin Branner. 
Å Subsequent climbing leaders who have helped Jim Ebert with the climbing in the 
Beartooth Mountain Range include: John Filsinger; Mike Bogart; Dennis Turville; 
Max Townsend; Norman Dye; and others. 
Å The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. has accomplished the most remarkable and 
unequaled number of mountaineering ascents ever recorded during the first and  
many subsequent mountaineering camps to the Beartooth Mountain Range. 
Å No one has climbed more extensively in the Beartooth Mountain Range than has 
Jim Ebert and the Iowa Mountaineers. 
Å Today, the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. has over 3,200 member summit ascents that have  
been recorded on thirty different mountains in the Beartooth Mountain R ange of 
Montana. 
Å Jim Ebert has helped guide over 225 Iowa Mountaineer members to the summit  
of Granite Peak, Montanaôs highest mountain. 
 

Foreign Mountaineering: 
All of the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. foreign trips were led by either S. John and/or by 
Jim Ebert. 
The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. became the very first American mountaineering club to 
first visit and climb in the following incredibly beautiful and spectacular mountain 
regions in the Canadian Provinces of British Columbia and Alberta. 
There had not been one single American mountaineering club, nor any other group 
of American climbers, nor one single American mountain guide service that had 
preceded the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. (and the Ebertôs) into many of these 
spectacular Canadian mountain regions. 
The following mountain regions were first visited by Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. 
mountaineering camps that were planned and led by S. John Ebert, founder and 
President of the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. and by Jim Ebert. 
 

1. Canada: 
S. John and Jim Ebert have helped guide Iowa Mountaineer members to many 
hundreds of mountain summits throughout the Canadian Rockies. The Iowa 
Mountaineers, Inc. has offered to its membership 29 two-week mountaineering 
camps throughout the Canadian Rockies where 2,320 members have made 16,240 



member ascents on 432 mountains. This is more Canadian mountain ascents and 
more Canadian mountains ascended by the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. than any other 
American mountaineering club or America mountain guide service, combined. 
It is important to realize, that today, many of these popular mountain regions are 
famous Canadian Provincial Parks, and Canadian National Parks, but when the Iowa 
Mountaineers, Inc. first visited many of these famous mountain regions, they had 
very seldom ever been visited even by Canadian mountaineers, and never before 
been visited by any American mountaineers. 
 

Å No other American mountaineering club or American mountain 
guide service has guided more members, or more clients, to the summits of  
more mountains in the Canadian Rockies than have Jim Ebert, his Dad, S. John 
Ebert and the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. climbing leaders who helped them, which  
includes over 125 first American mountain ascents and the first American woman 
ascents of 432 Canadian mountains that the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. have 
ascended, involving 29 two-week mountaineering camps, over 2,320 Iowa 
Mountaineer members with over 16,240 member mountain ascents, 1940-1996. 
 
Å Most all of the mountains on the postcard pictures promoting  
the Provincial Parks and National Parks in the Canadian Provinces of British 
Columbia and Alberta, Canada, were first ascended by Iowa Mountaineer Inc. 
members who were the first American climbers to first climb these mountains to  
include: Bugaboo Provincial Park/ Bugaboo Spire and Snow Patch Spire; Mount 
Assiniboine Provincial Park/ Mount Assiniboine; Banff National Park@Lake Louise, 
Mount Victoria; Yoho National Park/ Mount Athabaska; Jasper National Park/ 
Mount Edith Cavell and all the mountain peaks at Maligne Lake; Glacier National 
Park/ Mount Sir Donald; and thousands of Iowa Mountaineer member ascents of 
many hundreds of other spectacular Canadian mountain peaks throughout these 
two Canadian Provinces. 
 
a. Glacier National Park-Selkirk Mountain Region: 

Å The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. was the very first American mountaineering club  
and group of American mountaineers to first hold a mountaineering camp to  
climb and hike in Glacier National Park, Canada in the Selkirk Mountain Region in 
1946, [47 participants].  
 
Å Seven major mountain p eaks were climbed for the very first time by American  
[Iowa Mountaineer] climbers and by the first American women climbers in  
Glacier National Park: Mount Sir Donald; Mt. Cheops; Mt. Abbott; Mt. Tupper; 
Uto Peak; Mt. Fox; and Mt. Selwyn. 
 
Å These mountains were also first American ascended by University of Iowa 
students, faculty and staff.  
 
Å The third ascent of Mount Sir Donald by S. John Ebert, Ede Ebert and Ken Jones, 
and the first American ascent, as well as the first woman & first American  
woman ascent by Ede Ebert and the first American and first woman Grand 



Traverse of Mount Sir Donald was made by Jimôs Dad and mother, S. John and 
Ede Ebert. 
Å Glacier National Park is the acknowledged birthplace of mountaineering in North 
America. 
Å Climbing leaders of the first American climbing in Glacier National Park included: 
S. John Ebert (leader), Ken Jones, and Bruno Engler. 
Å Other climbing leaders to help the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. ascend peaks in 
Glacier National Park include: Hans Schwarz, James Moore, Harvey T. Carter, 
Harold Goodro, Dave Allen, Roger Weigand, Gary Larsen, Max Townsend and 
John F. Ebert. 
 
B. Yoho National Park/Lake OôHara Mountain Region: 

Å The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. was the very first American mountaineering club  
and the first American mountaineers to hold a mountaineering camp to hike and  
climb in Yoho National Park/Lake OôHara Mountain Region in 1950, [47 
participants] and to climb in Banff National Park (1950).  
Å The first American mountaineering camp held by the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc . in 
Yoho National Park was located in the meadow above and about one mile from 
Lake OôHara. 
Å Six major mountain peaks were ascended for the first time by American [Iowa  
Mountaineer] climbers and by the first American women in Yoho National Park. 
Å The first American ascents and the first American women ascents were made on 
these famous Canadian peaks that involved Iowa Mountaineer members: Mount 
Victoria (1st American ascent, 13 climbers); Mount Lefroy (1st American ascent, 8 
climbers); Mt. Schaeffer (1st American ascent, largest grand traverse of this peak 
in one day, 28 climbers); Mount Wiwaxy (1 st American ascent, 19 climbers); Mt. 
Odaray (1st American ascent, 18 climbers); Mount Athabasca (1st American 
ascent, 17 climbers). 
Å These mountain peaks were also first ascended by American (Iowa) climbers 
who were University of Iowa students, staff and faculty.  
Å Climbing leaders on the first American climbing camp in Yoho National Park in 
the Lake Oôhara area included: S. John Ebert (Outing Leader), Ken Jones, Ernest 
Feuz, Bruce Adams and Bob Merriam. 
Å Jim Ebert has helped guide over 150 Iowa Mountaineer members to the summit  
of Mount Victoria; over 250 Iowa Mountaineer members to the summit of Mount  
Temple; and 250 members to the summit of Mount Athabaska vi a three different  
routes among hundreds of Canadian peaks that Jim Ebert has helped guide. 
 
C. Bugaboo Provincial Park: 

Å S. John Ebert led the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc., the very first American  

mountaineering club and the first group of American mountaineer s to first visit to  
climb and hike in Bugaboo Provincial Park, Purcell Range, British Columbia, with 
a high camp located at ñBoulder Campò near the base of Snowpatch Spire, British 
Columbia, Canada (1953) [58 participants]. 

Å Twelve major peaks in the Bugaboos were ascended for the very first time by  

American [Iowa Mountaineer] climbers and by the first American women  
climbers. 

Å No prior American mountaineering club or American mountaineers had previously 



visited this spectacular Bugaboo mountain region before the Iowa Mountaineers,  
Inc. in 1953.  

Å Nine major peaks in the Bugaboos recorded the first American ascents and the 

very first American woman ascents. 

Å Snowpatch (1st American ascent, 4th ascent by any climber) regular route and  

West face; Bugaboo Spire (1st American ascent, 9 climbers); Pigeon Spire (1st 

American ascent, 16 climbers); Marmolata (1st American ascent, 11 climbers); 
Brenta Spire (1st American ascent, 13 climbers); Crescent Spire (1st American 
Ascent, 28 climbers); Eastpost Spire (1st American ascent, 18 climbers); 
Northpost Spire (1st American ascent, 12 climbers); Blue Lake Spire (1st American 
ascent, 4 climbers); Frenchmanôs Peak (1st American ascent, 10 hikers). 

Å Iowa Mountaineer members had to build bridges, repair bridges, do repai r work 

on the single lane dirt road, cut and clear fallen trees from across the road, and  
chase away grizzly bears in order to get into the Bugaboo Mountains in 1953. 

Å All of the Bugaboo area peaks were ascended for the first American ascents by 

University of Iowa -Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. students, faculty and staff.  
Å Climbing leaders on the first American mountain ascents in the Bugaboos in 
British Columbia, Canada in 1953 by the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. included: S. 
John Ebert (leader), Jack Fralick, Bill Primak, Freddy Fuchs, Garry Driggs, Nick 
Clinch, Joe Stettner and Dick Grunebaum. 
Å Climbing leaders that have assisted on the Iowa Mountaineer Bugaboo 

mountaineering camps in 1959 [S. John Ebert-leader] [63 climbers] and since  
include: Allen Auten, Whitney Borland, Harvey T. Carter, Bill Echo, Hans Gmoser, 
Rod Harris, Felix Hagerman, Art Spaulding, Bruno Matteotti, Ron Wiesner, Dennis 
Turville, and Mike Bogart. 
Å Jim was only 12 years old and along with his two brothers, they were the  
youngest American climbers to first climb in the Bugaboo Range when he and his 
brothers ascended Frenchmanôs Peak for their very first mountain summit. 
Å Jim Ebert has since, helped guide over 80 Iowa Mountaineer members to the 
summit of Bugaboo Spire. 
Å The S. John Ebert family was the very first American family to first hike and  
climb in Bugaboo Provincial Park with the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. in 1953.  
 
d. Mount Assiniboine Provincial Park: 

Å The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. was the very first American mountaineering club  
and first American mountaineers to first visit and climb in Mount Assiniboine 
Provincial Park in British Columbia, Canada in 1956 with 65 participants. 
Å Base camp was located at the shores of Lake Magog (1956). 
Å Twelve major peaks were ascended for the very first time by the first American  
Mountaineering Club and the first American [Iowa Mountaineer] mountaineers to  
first visit this area.  
Å Twenty-one Iowa Mountaineer members ascended Mount Assiniboine with S. 
John Ebert. This total was more than the combined to tal of the number of  
Canadian climbers who had climbed this mountain during the prior 30 years. 
Å Also recorded was the first woman ascent and the first American woman ascents 
of Mount Assiniboine (1st American ascent, 21 climbers); Mount Magog (1st 

American ascent, 16 climbers); Sunburst Peak (1st American ascent, 6 climbers); 



Mt. Wedgewood (1st American ascent, 19 climbers); Gibraltar Rock (1st American 
ascent, 6 climbers); Mt. Sturdee (1 st American ascent, 12 climbers); Mt. Cautley 
(1st American ascent, 8 climbers); Signal Mountain (1st American ascent, 10 
climbers); Naiset Point (1st American ascent, 16 climbers); Nub Peak (1st 

American ascent, 16 climbers); Cave Mountain (1st American ascent, 8 climbers). 
Å All of these mountains were ascended for the very first American ascents by 
University of Iowa students, faculty and staff and by the first American women.  
Å Ede Ebert was the first American woman climber to first ascend Mount 
Assiniboine. 
Å American Climbing leaders participating on the first American climbing in the  
Mount Assiniboine Mountain Camp by the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. included: S. 
John Ebert (Outing leader), Hans Gmoser, Ken Jones, Allen Auten, Bruno 
Matteotti, Bill Primak, John Paup, Wally Adams, Whitney Borland, Douglas Norris 
and Warren Pagel. 
Å Jim Ebert has helped to guide over 125 Iowa Mountaineers to the summit of  
Mount Assiniboine. 
Å Jim Ebert was nine years old when he participated on the Assiniboine Provincial 
Park mountaineering camp. 
Å The five members of the S. John Ebert family made up the first American family  
to first hike and climb in Mount Assiniboine Provincial Park with the Iowa  
Mountaineers in 1956. 
Å Climbing leaders who have helped Jim Ebert guide Mount Assiniboine and other 

peaks in the Mount Assiniboine Provincial Park area include: Harvey T. Carter, 
John Filsinger, Harold Goodro, John Preussner, Andy Petefish and Paul Huebner. 
 
e. Jasper National Park/Maligne Lake: 

Å The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. was the first American mountaineering club and the  
first American climbers to first hold a mountaineering camp to climb and hike in  
Jasper National Park/Maligne Lake (1957). 
Å Camp was located at the mouth of Coronet Creek at the far end of Maligne Lake 

[75 participants].  
Å Fourteen peaks were ascended for the first time by American [Iowa  
Mountaineer] mountaineers in Jasper National Park. They include: Charleton (1st 

American ascent), Unwin (1st American ascent), Julian (1st American ascent), 
Llysyfran (1st American ascent), Mary Vonx Oulier (1st American ascent), Coronet 
(1st American ascent), McCloud (1st American ascent), Valad (1st American 
ascent), Brazeun (1st American ascent), Warren (1st American ascent), Monkhead 
(1st American ascent), Paul (1st American ascent), Sampson (1st American 
ascent), Whitôs Peak (1st American ascent). 
Å A new route was ascended up the steep wall between Julien and Llysyfran; a 
new route was made up the prominent couloir on the north face of Monkhead.  
Å Most all of these peaks were also ascended for the first time by American women 
climbers. 
Å Climbing leaders included: S. John Ebert (Outing leader), Allen Auten, Whitney 

Borland, Dan Doody, Hans Gmoser, Ken Jones, Tony Messner, Bruno Matteotti, 
Willy Phisterer, William Primak, John Paup, Warren Pagel, Rod Harris, Felix 
Hagerman, and Dr. Harold Walton. 
Å Jim Ebert was only ten years old when he participated on this Jasper National 



Park summer mountaineering mountain camp. 
Å The S. John Ebert family was the first American family to first visit and climb in  
Jasper National Park and in the spectacular Maligne Lake area. 
Å All of the mountain peaks in the Maligne Lake area in Jasper National Park were 

also first ascended by American climbers who were students, faculty and staff 
from the University of Iowa.  
 
f. Moraine Lake, Banff National Park: 

Å The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. was the first American Mountaineering club to hold  
a mountaineering camp near this scenic area for mountaineering in Banff 
National Park. [1950 & 1964]. [41 participants]  They recorded some of the earliest American 
mountain ascents. 
Å Nineteen peaks were ascended. Mt. Aberdeen, Mt. Cory, Mt. Bowlen, Mt. Edith, 
Mt. Eiffel, Mt. Eisenhower, Eisenhower Tower, Mt. Fairview, Mt. Fay, Mt. Hector, 
Mt. Lefroy, Mt. Victoria, Mitre Peak, Mount Louis, Saddle Mountain, St. Piran, Mt. 
Temple, Tower of Babel, Mt. Whyte, Mt. Yamnuska (three routes on face). 
Å Climbing leaders assisting on either of these mountaineering camps included: 
Hans Gmoser, Harvey T. Carter, Clair Brown, Kevin Branner, Harold Goodro, Paul 
Stettner, Sven Olaf Swartling, Stuart Turner, Christopher Wren, and Annie 
Carter. 
 
g. Mount Robson Provincial Park: 

Å The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. was the first American mountaineering club, and  

American mountaineering group of mountaineers to hold a mountaineering camp 
in Mount Robson Provincial Park in British Columbia, Canada in 1973. Mount 
Robson had already been ascended by quite a few American mountaineers, but 
no one had yet placed an American mountaineering camp at Berg Lake so that 
its members could enjoy the incredible views of Mount Robson towering high  
above and to climb the other peaks in this area. This base camp location is one 
of the most spectacular on the North American continent.  
Å The mountaineering base camp was located at Berg Lake. [18 participants] 
Å Basecamp was supplied by horse pack train and helicopter. 
Å Jim Ebert led this American mountaineering camp to Berg Lake. 
Å Mount Robson, the highest peak in the Canadian Rockies, and six additional 

peaks were climbed for some of the earliest American ascents. Most American 
mountaineers that were climbing Mount Robson were not ascending the 
surrounding peaks. 
Å Climbing leaders who assisted included: Jim Ebert [leader], Dr. Harold Walton, 
and Gill Harder. 
 
h. Rampart Mountains in the Tonquin Valley/Jasper National Park: 

Å The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. was one of the first large American mountaineering  
clubs or mountaineering groups to first hold a mountaineering camp to climb in  
the spectacular Rampart Mountain Range with base camp located in the Tonquin 
Valley (Purcell Range) and situated at Amethyst Lake, Alberta, Canada (1962) 
[77 participants].  
 

Å Basecamp was reached by 15 miles of hiking and was supplied by horse pack 



train. 
Å Nine peaks were ascended, many for the first time by American [Iowa  
Mountaineer] climbers including the f irst American woman ascents. 
Å Climbing leaders included: S. John Ebert (Outing leader), Whitney Borland, 

Harvey T. Carter, Dan Doody, Bill Echo, John Evans, Hans Gmoser, Wally Joura, 
Paul Stettner, and Charles Walsmith. 
Å Jim was fifteen when he participated on this mountain camp.  
Å The backcountry rangers reported that as many as 16 Grizzlies were within the 
Amethyst Lake valley. 
Å It was during this outing that a back country ranger was charged and attacked  
by a grizzly at his Ranger Station cabin situated along Amethyst Lake. The grizzly 
was digging at the rangerôs cache situated deep underground near his ranger 
cabin when the back country ranger arrived back with his horse pack animals. 
The ranger had just left our base camp and was returning back to hi s Rangerôs 
cabin along Amethyst Lake. As the grizzly was charging, the ranger was bucked 
off his horse but was luckily able to spot and climb up a near -by tree to escape, 
but not before the grizzly raked open his leg from his crouch to his foot as the  
ranger was trying to pull himself up into the tree. The grizzly kept the ranger in  
the tree overnight as it tried hard to chop the tree down and to push the tree  
down all night long before it finally wandered off the next morning. The injured  
ranger finally made it down out of the tree and to his cabin to radio for help. He  
was immediately evacuated by helicopter. Jim Ebert and two of the Iowa  
Mountaineer climbing leaders were charged by this same grizzly on the last day 
of camp as they were hiking out of the a rea, and while on this same hike out of  
this area, Jim and the same two accompanying outing climbing leaders were 
charged by a bull moose. These two harrowing animal charges involved 
spectacular last second divine intervention that now offer great campfire  stories. 
Each charging animal got to within 15 feet before they were frightened off (Jim  
swears by Devine intervention) that spared the lives of Jim and his two  
accompanying climbing leaders. The fact that these animal attacks occurred so 
very early in Jimôs life, helped to shape his awareness for the high risks one 
assumes by camping deep within the habitat of large wild animals that could  
result in similar dangerous encounters to either himself or to his future Iowa  
Mountaineer participants. Jim, has forever since, stayed away from holding 
mountain camps in areas where grizzlies are prevalent. This particular grizzly was 
soon shot by the backcountry rangers. The shooting of this grizzly had been 
recommended to the other Back-Country Rangers by the ranger who had been 
attacked by this grizzly, and it was on his recommendation that they immediately  
shot this bear because the attacked ranger was able to vouch for this grizzlies 
unusual aggressive state of mind and that this bearôs aggressive behavior may 
have been attributed to a serious wound this ranger noticed to the head of this  
bear. An autopsy was soon performed. It was known that this female grizzly had  
two young cubs, but the autopsy revealed that it had also been shot in the head  
by a hunterôs bullet. This painful, festering bullet wound along with her mother  
instincts to protect her two young cubs had made her a very dangerous grizzly  
bear. Her two grizzly bear cubs were placed in a Provincial Park zoo. 
 
 



i. Lake of the Hanging Glaciers/ Commander Peak- Purcell Range/British 
Columbia, Canada: 

Å Jim Ebert led the first American mountaineering camp (Iowa Mountaineers, Inc.)  
that involved the first American mountaineering club and the first American  
climbers to first visit and to climb and hike in the Lak e of the Hanging Glaciers/ 
Commander Peak Region, Purcell Range (1976 - 62 participants & 1981 - 67 
participants), Jim Ebert, leader. 
Å Base camp was reached by 25 miles of forested logging road and six miles of 
hiking to the Lake of the Hanging Glaciers area. A log bridge had to be built  
across Horsethief Creek. 
Å Twelve peaks were ascended for the first time by American [Iowa Mountaineer]  
climbers including the first American women ascents. Mount Peter (1st American 
ascent, 12 members), Mount Cleaver (1st American ascent, 31 members), Mount 
Commander (1st American ascent, 31 members), Mount Jumbo (1st American 
ascent, 31 members), Glacier Dome (1st American ascent, 51 members), 
McCoubrey Peak (1st American ascent, 11 members), Unnamed Peak (1st 

American ascent, 30 members), Granite Peak (1st American ascent, 3 members), 
Mount May (1st American ascent, 13 members). 
Å Jim Ebert has helped guide over 80 Iowa Mountaineer members to the summit of  
Mount Commander on return trips to this area.  
Å The Lake of the Hanging Glaciers mountain region in the Purcell Mountain Range 

has been proposed on three separate occasions to become a Canadian Provincial 
Park. Mining interests have prevented this transformation from occurring.  
Å No other people were seen in this area and no one else had been in this area for 
over a decade or more. No American climbers had ever been to this area. 
Å Climbing Leaders Included: Jim Ebert (Outing leader), John Filsinger, Dr. Franz 
Mohling, Wayne Bruce, Harold Goodro, Mike Bogart, Jenny Hall, Jeff Statler, 
Dennis Turville, Jim Prichard, Donnie Black, and John Preussner. 
 
j. Banff-Jasper Highway: 

Å This is one of the most spectacular stretches of scenic highway in the Western 
Hemisphere. 
Å The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. was the first American Mount aineering Club and the 
first group of American mountaineers to first visit to climb and hike in Banff  
National Park (1950), Yoho National Park (1950), Glacier National Park (1947) 
and Jasper National Park (1957). They were also the first American climbers and 
American mountaineering club to first climb in Bugaboo Provincial Park (1953), 
and Mount Assiniboine Provincial Park (1956). 
Å When the Iowa Mountaineers first held mountaineering camps along the Banff - 
Jasper stretch of highway, they offered an undupl icated, unmatched 
mountaineering agenda to their mountain camp participants that involved  
ascending every major peak along this spectacular stretch of highway between 
the cities of Banff and Jasper. 
Å Jim has planned and led this Iowa Mountaineer, Inc. mou ntaineering agenda on 
five different occasions. 
Å It is believed that no other mountain guide service, nor any other  
mountaineering club in North America has offered or accomplished this 
mountaineering agenda during a single mountaineering summer camp or made it 



available to their mountaineering participants to accomplish even once. 
Å During each of five different Iowa Mountaineer summer mountain camps along  
the Banff-Jasper Highway, 19 of the most famous peaks along this stretch of 
highway were offered to over 430 Iowa Mountaineer trip participants: Mount  
Andromeda; Mount Louis; Mount Edith; Mount Yamanuska; Mount Hector; Mount 
Rundall; Mount Temple; Mount Fairview; Mount Lefroy; Mount Victoria; Mount  
Schaeffer; Mount Eisenhower South Tower; Castle Peak; Mount Athabaska; 
Mount President; and Mount Edith Cavell. Over 3,500 member ascents were 
made on these mountain peaks as well as many others along this stretch of 
scenic highway. 
Å S. John and Jim Ebert have helped guide Iowa Mountaineer members to 
hundreds of mountain summits throughout the Canadian Rockies. The Iowa 
Mountaineers, Inc. has offered to its membership 29 two -week mountaineering 
camps throughout the Canadian Rockies where 2,320 members have made 
16,240 member ascents on 432 mountains. This is more Canadian mountain 
ascents and more Canadian mountains ascended by the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. 
than any other American mountaineering club or America mountain guide 
service, combined. 
Å Climbing leaders include: Jim Ebert [Outing leader]; Kurt Hofer; Hub ert 
Schlapschi; Father Joseph Braig; John Filsinger; Don Liska; Mike Bogart; Dennis 
Turville; Jenny Hall; Harold Goodro; Mike Stoll, John Preussner, Hans Gmoser; 
John Evans; Harvey T. Carter; Don Liska; Joe Stettner; Paul Stettner; Hans 
Schwarz; Christopher Wren; Stuart Turner; Kevin Branner; Carol Karps and Sven 
Olaf Swartling. 
 

Foreign Mountaineering Accomplishments: 
Å S. John and Jim Ebert have led Iowa Mountaineer, Inc. expeditions to some of 
the most spectacular and adventurous mountain regions in the world that 
have resulted in many note worthy mountaineering accomplishments in many 
of the worldôs most beautiful mountain regions in seventeen alpine countries. 
Å The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. have recorded either being the first American 
mountaineering club to first hold a mountaineering camp to climb and hike in 
many of the worldôs finest mountain regions. 
Å Or they have climbed all of the major peaks in a mountain region for the first 
time and named the peaks. 
Å Or they were the first foreign mountaineering group to first hold a 
mountaineering camp to climb and hike in a mountain region. 
Å Or they were the first and the largest mountaineering group to hike and climb 
in a mountain region. 
Å Or they recorded the first American mountain ascents in a mountain region. 
Å Or they recorded the first American woman ascents in a mountain region. 
Å Or they recorded the first woman ascent of a mountain peak. 
Å Or they recorded the first mountain ascent of a mountain peak. 
Å Or they established a new mountain route on a mountain. 
Å Or they were the largest foreign group that had ever traveled from one 
continent to another for the purpose of mountain climbing to a particular 
mountain region, or to a particular country for mountaineering. 
Å Or they accomplished the most amazing mountaineering and hiking agendas 
that have not been accomplished either before or since. 



 

1. Seven European Alpine Countries: 
Å No other American mountaineering club or American mountain 
guide service or American climbing school, or institute, has guided more 
famous mountain peaks in more famous mountain regions throughout seven 
European Alpine countries in the European Alps that involved the climbing of the 
twelve highest and the most famous mountain peaks in each of seven European 
Alpine countries with the most member (person) mountain ascents, than has  
Jim Ebert, his Dad, S. John Ebert and the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. climbing leaders 
who helped them, involving 10 climbing outings, 90 famous European mountain peaks 
in seven European Alpine countries, (Switzerland, France, Italy, Austria, Germany, Spain, and 
Slovenia), 540 member participants and 4,320 member mountain ascents. This 
includes over 250 Iowa Mountaineer members that Jim Ebert has helped guide 
to the summit of the famous Matterhorn, near Z ermatt, Switzerland. 
Å The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. has been the first and the only mountaineering  
club in the world to have ever sponsored ten large mountaineering trips to the  
European Alps consisting of fifty-five or more people on each trip, that climbe d 
twelve of the highest and the most famous mountain peaks in each of seven  
European Alpine countries, and done so successfully on ten different occasions 
beginning as early as 1954. The first trans-Atlantic air-flights had just started making  
their first Trans Atlantic flights around 1954, so few American mountaineers had climbed 
in the European Alps before the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc.  
Å The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. have offered 10 climbing outings to the European  

Alps beginning in 1954, where they climbed in seven Alpine countries, involving 
550 members, who made over 4,320 member ascents on 90 different 
mountains. 
Å No other American mountaineering club or American mountain 
guide service combined, has equaled the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. 
mountaineering accomplishments on the European continent. 
Å No other mountaineering club or mountain guide service in  
the world has advertised and accomplished this amazing mountaineering 
agenda of climbing the highest and most famous mountains in each of seven 
European alpine countries even once, or attempted to do it during one three  
week trip.  
Å Except for having nine of the Austrian Alpine Clubôs finest climbing leaders, who 
S. John and Jim Ebert invited to help them on each of ten different occasions to  
accomplish this incredible European mountaineering feat, it is believed that no  
other mountain guide service or mountaineering club in the world has attempted  
or accomplished this feat. 
Å Our Austrian Alpine Club climbing leaders have been our friends for over 50 

years. 
Å Our Austrian climbing friends have continually joined us on each of our  
European mountain climbing trips where they have offered to help with  
mountain leadership throughout their homeland mountain areas while taking  
their personal vacations with us, in exchange for only their food, lodging, and  
travel reimbursement. 
Å They provided us their mountain leadership, their singing and yodeling, from  
country to country and from mountain region to mountain region throughout  



seven European Alpine countries. 
Å All of the Iowa Mountaineer trip members became Austrian Alpine Club 
members to allow them to get 50% off at all of the mountain huts and to climb  
all of the peaks in seven Alpine countries with our Austrian friends.  
Å Surprisingly, our Austrian friends have never once offered their superb mountain  
leadership to their own Austrian Alpine Club membership so that their own  
members could also enjoy this same Alpine accomplishment even once. 
Å Perhaps it seemed too unfathomable or too daunting an endeavor for them to  

think that it could ever again be accomplished, or perhaps, they must have  
thought, why would anyone living in these Alpine countries ever need to climb  
all of these peaks all at once and in such a hurry, anyway? 
Å This was a mountaineering agenda that was created just for the Iowa  
Mountaineers, Inc. so the Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. could fit all of these  
wonderful mountain regions and mountain ascents into a very short vacation  
period. 
Å The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. since 1954, have on each of ten European Alpine 
climbing and hiking trips, had a combined total of approximately 540 Iowa Mountaineer  
members have climbed each of the highest and the most famous mountain peaks in each of 
seven European Alpine countries, involving as many as six technical peaks in each of seven 
European Alpine countries with over 90 different mountains that have been ascended with over  
4,320 Iowa Mountaineer member ascents throughout Europe, to include at least 250 members 
to each of these mountain summits:  
Å France: Mont Blanc (15,771 feet), Aiguille du Midi and others.  
Å Austria: The GrossGlockner (13,200 feet), Dachstein, Kabling, Eeichenstein and 
others. 
Å Germany: The Zugspitsi and others. 
Å Italy: The Ortler, Marmalada (highest peak in the Dolomites by four routes); the  
Dri Zinnen Peaks [Grosse Zinnen, Kleine Zinnen]; the Langkofel, Cimme Brenta, 
Sella Towers, Cimone della Pala, Camanille Basso, and others, and the world 
famous four day Iron Ladder Hike beginning at Madonna deCompliglio. 
Å Switzerland: The Matterhorn (14,962 feet ) (traverse), Monte Rosa (15,208 feet)  
the Weisshorn; the Monch, the Eiger, the Zinalrothorn (traverse), the Jungfrau  
and others. 
Å Slovenia: The Triglav (first American ascent and American woman ascent of the 
North Face by the German Route by S. John and Ede Ebert), and the Austrian Route, and other 
peaks. 
Å Iowa Mountaineer members have climbed each of these famous European peaks 
with S. John and Jim Ebert on Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. European Alpine 
Mountaineering outings and hundreds of Iowa Mountaineers members have 
ascended over 90 technical mountains throughout the European Alps on Iowa 
Mountaineer, Inc. European mountaineering outings. 
Å Over 540 Iowa Mountaineer members have enjoyed hiking and climbing in the  
European Alps for over the past four decades from 1954-1996 with S. John and 
Jim Ebert on Iowa Mountaineer, Inc. European Alpine mountaineering outings. It is amazing  
that the first trans -Atlantic flights only began during the early 1950ôs. 
Å The climbing leaders that have assisted the Ebertôs to help make these European 

mountaineering trips successful were: S. John Ebert and Jim Ebert (Outing 
leaders), John Evans; Robert Wilson; Dr. Jock Glidden; Dr. Hans Steyskal; Milos 



Turek, M.D.; Kurt Hofer; Hans, Carl and Hubert Schlapschi; Rudi Federspieler; 
Hans Jantscher; Father Joseph Braig; Jim Craig, M.D; Willie Riess; Rudolph 
Stornig; Zeller Ziebald; David Maier; Werner Becktold; Arnold Glatthart; Walter  
Luchs; Dr. Harold Walton; Joe Burrelson; Zepp Zink; Hans Kollman; and John 
Filsinger amongst others. 
 

2. Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania- East Africa: 
Å The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. [S. John Ebert and Jim Ebert, Leaders] led the very  
first international and the first American mountaineering expedition to Uganda,  
Kenya and Tanzania in 1967, and climbed the highest peaks in each of these 
three countries in 3 ½ weeks with the largest foreign group [30 climbers] and  
the first and largest American group to climb 14 of these countryôs highest and 
most famous peaks. 
Å The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. preceded all of Americaôs travel 

adventure companies and all of Americanôs mountain guide services and all of 
Americaôs mountaineering clubs to Uganda to climb in the Ruwenzori Mountain 
Range in 1967. 
Å The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. preceded all of Americaôs travel 

adventure companies, all of Americaôs mountain guide services, and all of 
Americaôs mountaineering clubs to the summit of Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania 
in 1967. 
Å Over 585 members have climbed with S. John and Jim Ebert, on ten different 
African trips, where they ascended as many as 14 peaks resulting in over 1,755 
member ascents. 
 

a. Uganda: 
Å The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. under S. John and Jim Ebertôs leadership, led the 
largest foreign and the first American mountaineering groups to first climb in the  
Ruwenzori Mountain Range in Uganda, 1967. 
Å Thirty American climbers participated; seven peaks were ascended in the 
Ruwenzori Mountain Range. 
Å First American ascents were recorded on four peaks; first American women 
ascents were recorded on three peaks. 
Å Assisting climbing leaders included: Lothar Kolbig and Father Joseph Braig. 
 

b. Kenya: 
Å The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. under S. John Ebert and Jim Ebertôs leadership 
have taken the largest foreign group to climb in Mount Kenya National Park to  
ascend Mount Kenya, 33 climbers, 1967. 
Å Assisting climbing leaders included: Lothar Kolbig and Father Joseph Braig. 
 

c. Tanzania: 
Å The Iowa Mountaineers, Inc. and S. John and Jim Ebert (trip leaders & Mount 
Kilimanjaro guide) have many world records for having guided one of the very  
first American groups and the largest American and foreign mountaineering 
groups to have ever climbed Mount Kilimanjaro, [19,340 feet] that included 23  
out of 23 members in 1967.  




